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History will note that Barack Obama rode into office on the 
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THE YEAR FILM: FORGET THE OSCAR BIGGIES AND 
TAKE CHANCE WALTZ WITH BASHIR, THE EDGE 
HEAVEN, AND PARANOID PARK 


MICKEY ROURKE RESUSCITATES MORE THAN ONE 
CAREER THE WRESTLER 


THE HUMAN CONDITION, DIRECTOR MOSAK! 
LEGENDARY 10-HOUR EPIC ABOUT INVASION 


THE YEAR GAMES: LOCATION WAS EVERYTHING 
BRAID AND FAR CRY AND FALLOUT AND THEN 


THE YEAR THEATER: THERE WAS CHANGING THE 
GUARD THE ART, THE AND NEW REP 


THE YEAR IN DANCE: THE LEGACY OF THE POSTMODERN 
DANCE REVOLUTION CONTINUED TO REFORM AND 
REVITALIZE NEW WORK | p 10 


THE YEAR IN ART: 10 GALLERIES MAY HAVE CLOSED, BUT 
THE ICA AND THE PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM THRIVED | p11 


THE YEAR BOOKS: TOBY BARLOW, JULIAN BARNES, 
FRANK BIDART, ELIZABETH BISHOP, AND ROBERTO 
BOLANO WERE NAMES THAT TOPPED THE A-LIST 


THE YEAR NATIONAL POP: FANTASY? REALITY? 
KATY PERRY, METALLICA, FLEET FOXES, 
AND MERCURY REV 


THE YEAR LOCAL POP: THE BEST LOCAL SONGS 
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CORRECTION 

our recent piece Elliott Carter’s birthday 
“Phenomenal!” Arts, December 19), we refer to “young 
Metropolitan Opera mezzo-soprano Kate Vincent.” Her 
name in fact is Kate Lindsey. We apologize for the error. 


J 
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Write 


8201; or e- railed to laters 
ations of space, fairness, and clarity. 


Chuck speaks 


Recently received letter from City Councilor 
Chuck Turner response both article penned 
Adam Reilly and blog post Chris Faraone. 
Turner who was arrested November for 
reportedly accepting $1000 bribe asked that 
publish his letter its entirety. have done 
below (save for his written request that not 
tamper with his note). Note: his letter, refers 
repeatedly links. They are news stories which 


Cycles! 128 
107 Brimbal Ave. 
01915 
800-464-2925 


ind prior | models** 


honda.com ARE DESIGNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR OFF-ROAD USE. PARENTS NEED CONSIDER 
AGE, SIZE, ABILITY AND MATURITY BEFORE ALLOWING THEM RIDE. 
RESPONSIBLE RIDER. ALWAYS WEAR HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 
AND PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT. OBEY THE LAW AND READ YOUR MANUAL 
THOROUGHLY. "3.99% Fixed APR financing available for customers who qualify for super preferred credit tier for 
up to 36 months through Honda Financial Services. Payment example: 36 monthly payments of $29.52 for each 
$1000 financed. Offe: good on all new and unregistered 2009 and prior model year off-road models. **$450 Bonus 
Bucks offer good with the purchase of 2007 and prior CRF50F models. Bonus Bucks can only be used for purchases 
at the dealership and must be redeemed on the date of purchase. Offer has no cash value and is not transferable. 
Redemption value is not to exceed $450. Offer ends 12/31/08. Check with participating Honda Dealers for complete 
details. CRF® is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Lid. ©2008 American Honda Motor Co., inc. (11/08) 08-0469 


Faraone linked counter Turner claim. 


During nine years City 

Councilor, have learned that there 
very little can realistically about 
whether the media gives coverage 
not. have also realized that there very 
little can say regardless the truth 
accuracy their reporting columns. 

However, decided use the extensive 

media coverage receiving point 
out the irony that the media only 
writes stories when they want 
attack. expected some strike back. 
foolish poke big bear and not expect 
the bear try take your head off. 


While was confident 
I could handle whatever 
attacks came back, ex- 
pected there would 
least be some substance 
to their attack. However, 
the attack Mr. Faraone 
was so ridiculous that I 
said myself, Why bother 
responding? Anyone who 
follows the links will see 
that was either drunk 
said that lost his ability 
reason, perhaps with 
his assumption was not 
telling the truth didn’t 
bother read the links 
himself. 

However, when I saw 
this week that Adam Reilly 
was using Mr. Faraone’s 
piece met journal- 
istic standards, I sent an 
e-mail yesterday asking 
him follow the links 
that would see that 
made himself appear 
foolish Mr. Faraone 
validating what can only 
seen journalistic trash 

lam writing to you for 
several reasons: 

1) To make sure that you 
follow the links you can 
assess the article yourself; 

after you see the 


links, you agree you print 
letter its entirety; and 

the links you agree with 
him, would appreciate 
your letting know why 
you think was appropri- 
ate for him reference 
links, which most had 
fleeting references me. 
you look the first Globe 
link references rela- 
tion saying that 
there have been stories 
on my link to the BWA, you 
will see that was story 
on a BWA event. You will 
also see that while men- 
tioned was the event, 
did not state that had any 
relations the BWA. 
fact, focused the be- 
ginning Darrin Howell, 
without mentioning that 
he is on my staff. 

Sincerely, 


CHUCK TURNER 
BOSTON CITY COUNCIL 


CHRIS FARAONE RESPONDS 
often the case, 
Councilor Turner subscribes 
his own brand real- 
ity. Readers interested 
mine can check out blog 
post “The Confident Chuck 
Turner Gets Arraigned” 
thePhoenix.com/phlog. 
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career education 


Cordon Bleu Programs offer: 


Smaller Classes Hands-on instruction 

placement assistance 

Externship opportunities Day and evening 

Financial aid available for those who qualify 


Cordon Bleu 


College of Culinary Arts 
Boston 
215 First Street + Cambridge, MA 02142 


For chance win one (admit two) special Run-of-Engagement 
pass downtown Boston theatre, please visit: 


www. thephoenix. 


No purchase neo 


ary. No phon 


THE BOSTON 
Ss 
you and guest win Run-of-Engagement Pass 


Johnny Monsarrat is a self-styled 
answer man. He’s also a most unusual 
entrepreneur. But it’s the “secular version 
of a Tibetan prayer wheel” in his Somer- 
ville back yard — his oracle domain, if 
you will — that really gets people asking 
questions. 

Monsarrat, a big man with a big smile, 
co-founded and became CEO in 1994 of 
what's now called Turbine Inc., New Eng- 
land’s largest computer-games developer. 
Its first release was the hugely popular on- 
line game Asheron's Call. 

After leaving that business around 2002 
with, what's fair to say, a pile of cash, he 
consulted for businesses (including General 
Electric and Citigroup). In 2006, Monsar- 
rat, who has two degrees from MIT, plowed 
most of what he made into Hard Data Fac- 
tory, which supplies event listings to Web 
sites. Says Monsarrat, in Boston parlance: 
he’s had some “wicked” success. 

Still, that’s not really what this story 
is about. 

In the back yard of Monsarrat’s home at 
123 Elm Street, in Somerville, stands a 25- 
by-15-foot garden dominated by a circular 


Reality Check 


stone path and that wheel, which he con- 
siders a public art project. He says he'd like 
to get a grant to create more. 

Ever since July, people have been com- 
ing to leave questions on the wheel. Any- 
one is welcome to enter the garden 24/7, 
and so far more than 1000 have. (The gar- 
den is lit up at night, and Monsarrat pro- 
vides papers for his visitors.) 

Queries may be serious; they may be 
whimsical. No matter, he promises an an- 
swer to each one within three days, both 
on the wheel and online. 

Except. . . why? 

Monsarrat himself jokes that he’s no 
more a doctor than Dr. Phil, but says, “A lot 
of people don’t want to see a therapist and 
don't want to ask friends and family. I have 
certainly screwed up enough and can pass 
on some lessons I've learned.” 

had big period life disaster 
mode,” he adds. “I had an unhappy mar- 
riage, | was severely obese, I had a lot of 
problems with self-confidence.” 


“Crossing into the Abyss,” 
but recently re-named it 
“Wheel Questions, Wheel 
Answers” (wheelquestions. 
org). “My original idea 
was to make it Goth and 
spooky,” he says, “but 
going to the wheel was 
more uplifting.” 

And, really, spooky is 
not what Monsarrat does. 
At 40, he is brimming with 
almost boyish enthusiasm 
and cheer. “My philosophy, 
being a project person, is 
‘Take control of my life,’” 
he says. “I try to get people 
inspired. Even if my advice 
isn’t helpful, it gets them 
thinking. Changing your 
life is scary because the 
stakes are so high and it’s 
confusing.” 

Recently, someone post- 
ed a question on the wheel: 
“Do change our sleep 
and re-awake anew?” 

His reply: “Every day you 
awake with new willpower, 
unless you are shortchang- 
ing yourself on a good 
night's rest. Forgive your- 
self the mistakes the 
past and be smart about 
spending each day’s will- 
power towards happiness 


“To be successful, you have to have con- KEEPIN’ [T WHEEL johnny Monsarrat is the Boston area’s and stability.” 
fidence and humility.” self-appointed answer man. there. 


Monsarrat had been calling the project 


Apologies Advance 


_jim Sullivan 


PUN-ISHING ECONOMIC CLIMATE 


As the dominoes have fallen, one after another, 

in the Creat Financial Crisis of 2008 and Almost 
Certainly 2009 and It’s a Safe Bei Most of 2010 Too, 
we've noticed a disturbing and little-discussed un- 
dercurrent: many of the major players have names 
that are basically bad puns — eerily evocative of 
their roles in this economic apocalypse. 

Bernie Madoff? “Stupid charities, ever heard 
of a Ponzi scheme? I just made off with all your 
money!” Office of Financial Stability director 
Neel Kashkari? “Kneel, pray, grab all the cash you 
can carry, and start reading up on subsistence 
farming.” Even Fed chairman Ben Bernanke sort 
of counts. (Or at least rhymes with . . . er, broke 
the banky?) 

Who knows which flukily monikered swin- 
dier, scoundrel, or hapless regulator will step in 
to the spotlight next? In the meantime, here's a 
list of 10 other people to watch out for. If you ever 
find yourself having financial dealings with any- 
one using any of these names, beware. The not- 
so-subtle puns should set off giant, frantically 
fluttering red flags. 


Ollie Cashbee Long-Twomey 
Hope Lyke-Ramen 

Blanche Attyer Ballance-Sheets 
Penny Unweiss 

Chase Downe Bucks 

Will 

Bette Hahn 

Owen Moore Thanyer Worth 
Phil Maitresse 

Robin Blind 


Ouch. I know. (Sorry.) But think of it this way: 
as lame as these are, they're each worth about as 
much as a share of Lehman Brothers stock. 


Mike Miliard 


\ 
Ask Johnny 
9 
{ 
Do you have a diagnosis that’s more affordable? | 


Silence the Sam 


_Storm victim Patricia Park to the Boston Globe, 


after living without power for days 


Want know what 
your city council does? 
Sorry, they can’t tell you. 


A seemingly simple attempt to provide Bos- 
tonians a small measure of good-government 
reform ran aground this past week — foiled 
by a peculiar 60-year-old state law, of obscure 
origin and intent, that City Hall, apparently, 
was violating even as its lawyers were citing 
its relevance. 

The saga began when 
at-large city councilor Sam 
Yoon proposed a couple of 
reforms, in light of recent 
ethics scandals, seeking to 
bring some sunlight into 
the often shadowy world of 
Boston city government. 

One of Yoon’s proposals 
was passed unanimously 
at the December 17 council 
meeting: a resolution call- 
ing for all city boards and 
commissions to publish 
their members, minutes, 
and schedule meetings 
on the city’s Web site. 


declared that of course he and others were on 
the take: “I am probably the only one with 
guts enough to say I will take a buck.” 

Perhaps the law originated as a way to keep 
comments like that out of the public eye. In 
any event, efforts to reform both the office of 
mayor and the structure of the council were 
afoot, ultimately resulting in 
the city charter of 1949, under 
which we still operate. 

Yoon’s staff argues that 
developments of the past six 
decades have rendered the 
old law moot — although, 
given the recent arrest of 
councilor Chuck Turner for 
allegedly taking a bribe, per- 
haps things haven't changed 
all that much. 

Yoon asked the city’s 
legal office to look into it. 
Their opinion: the old law 
still in effect. The city may 
not publish city-council de- 


That was a non-binding bate. Yoon had to table the 
resolution, no less, which = — conn ds ordinance. 
about all the power the Sam Yoon and other city Some suspect that the city’s 
council has in Telation to councilors from publishing legal opinion might have been 
most other agencies. council activities. less about the law, and more 


But the council can pass 
binding ordinances govern- 
ing its own behavior. So, Yoon proposed that 
the city council require itself to produce full, 
comprehensive minutes of each weekly meet- 
ing, and post them on the Web within two 
weeks — thus allowing ordinary citizens to 
learn what their elected representatives are 
actually doing up at City Hall. 

Sounds fairly unobjectionable. Unfortu- 
nately, council staff discovered a problem: a 
state law, passed in May 1947, prohibits the 
city of Boston from publishing material from 
city-council debates. 

At this point, you're probably thinking that 
this was merely an unintended consequence of 
some tangentially related law. Wrong. The law 
was officially titled “An Act prohibiting the 
publication the substance debates the 
city council of the City of Boston.” 

The original purpose behind that law is, 
apparently, unknown, but it was passed at 
a rather extraordinary time in Boston's city 
governance. Mayor James Michael Curley was 
preparing enter prison the following month. 
In addition, the council — then consisting of 22 
members representing the wards — was mired 
in scandal, as Jack Beatty describes in his Curley 
biography, The Rascal King. In early 1947, Beatty 
writes, a Mattapan councilor openly accused 
others of taking kickbacks; councilor James Cof- 
fey of East Boston then leaped to his feet and 


about Mayor Tom Menino’s 

desire to keep the council's de- 
bates quiet — particularly as we enter a year in 
which one or more of those councilors may be 
running against Menino for mayor. 

One reason for this suspicion is that 
City Hall does sometimes publish portions 
of council debates — on its intranet portal, 
the Hub. 

In fact, it did so within about 24 hours of 
its lawyers rendering the decision that doing 
so is illegal. 

Shortly after the Wednesday coun- 
cil meeting which the ordinance was 
tabled, an item went up on the Hub. It 
reported that the council had rejected an- 
other Yoon effort — one that Menino had 
staunchly opposed, which would have res- 
urrected the City Youth Activities Commis- 
sion. The item, forwarded to the Phoenix, 
detailed some of the reasons that councilors 
gave for voting against it. 

The item did not include, however, any 
the reasons given for reviving the com- 
mission — which makes it look to some like 
one-sided propaganda aimed at the Boston 
city employees who access the portal. 

Which gets back to the need to make the 
entire council meeting public. Yoon is consider- 
ing other avenues to make his plan happen, 
perhaps by trying to change the state law. 

David S. Bernstein 
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PLACING BABY ONTO YOUR 
LIVER CAN CURE HANGOVER* WHENEVER 
SOMEONE SHOWS YOU 
THE TIME ON THEIR 
iPHONE, SHOUT: 
“HEY, EVERYBODY! 


MAY NOT WORK THE BABY 
YOU THE LIF PARTY, genius (My Cousin Vinny) aging stripper 
KEEP FROM STEPPING THE INTERNE 
PISS, AND OTHER (The Wrestler, her newest role), Marisa 
GODILY FLUIDS. Tomei gives unforgettable performances. 


Peter Keough interviews the Oscar winner, 
well The Wrestler’s director, Darren 
Aronofsky, their Oscar-buzzed film. 
Catch both interviews thePhoenix.tv. 


GOING STOP MAKING 


OLD ONES. 2008 PICTURES 
. This year, Harvard went back on acid, a 
PLUS black man was elected to the White House, 
THE BATHROOMS Dianne Wilkerson was caught stuffing 
FROM WHICH money her bra, and burlesque parody 
TAKEN MUCH. The Nutcracker was popular had add more shows. 


Relive these scenes and more our year-in-review 
slideshow at thePhoenix.com/inpictures. 


©2008 BRIAN McCFAODEN | BICFATWHALE COM ali SAINT NICKS 
barrage holiday cheer took over 


the snowy city this past weekend, 
when hundreds Santas donned 
cheap costumes and drank the 
town dry during the 14th annual 
Santacon. caught the plastered 
pack camera. 


Psycho Sudoku 


SUDOKU’ 


Some squares this Sudoku 
contain circles. Each circled digit 
that many steps away from 
another circle with that digit. 
For example, circled square 
with will three steps away 
from another circled square 
that not circled will not have 
another occurrence its digit 
that many steps away. step 

vertically neighboring square 
(diagonally doesn’t count). 

Note that none the circled 
contains the digit 
that would require 


PHLOG 
Lisa Spinelli examines the craziest health stories of the year. 


OUTSIDE THE FRAME 

Peter Keough reviews the five worst films 2008. 

Ryan Stewart keeps his eye on the off-season and Mark Teixeira. 


THE DOWNLOAD 


a SPOILER 
5 Was The 
Spirit the 
q worst movie 
a of 2008? 


Visit Outside 
the Frame. 


will contain the digits 1-9 one 
time. It’s psychotic! 
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MAN, THIS WAS TOUGH 
ONE. FACT, THIS WAS 
DIFFICULT YEAR FOR 


picking out the worst sports criminal 
as any in recent memory. Can I get an 
extension, Mr. Taxman? 

Though 2007 also fielded an 
impressive roster high-profile ath- 
letes whose criminal exploits monopo- 
lized headlines for large chunks the 
calendar, essentially boiled down 
two-man contest between couple 
professional football players: Michael 
Vick and Adam “Pacman” Jones. 

Jones pulled out the Skell 
of the Year award for 2007, and this 
year validated our non-faith him 
continuing violent douchebag, 
among other things helping torpedo 
the season of his new team, the Dallas 
Cowboys, getting into much- 
publicized fistfight with his own body- 
guard hotel bathroom. 

But this year was different. 
way, 2008 was much more disturb- 
ing year sports crime than 2007, 
featuring did much wider 
array ghastly jock malfeasances. 
Competition was stiff, fact, 
that two multiple offenders couldn’t even 
capture the crown. (Typically, unless 
there uniquely awful single-event 
crime Rae Carruth-type murder 
conspiracy would give this 
award athlete who commits 
least two serious crimes calendar 
year. Some weight has given 
the athlete who proves himself 
repeat offender, criminal personal- 
ity opposed schlub who makes 
a one-time mistake.) 

This year’s multiple-offense runners- 
are former University Nebraska 
running back THUNDER COLLINS and 
York Mets relief pitcher 
AMBIORIX BURGOS. 

Ex-Cornhusker Collins was 
the news quite bit this past year. 

August, was hosting fund- 
raising event Lincoln, Nebraska, 
when someone inexplicably left him 
in charge of the money. It vanished 
(duh) and Collins quickly reported 
the “theft” more than $13,000 
the police (he wasn’t charged). 
the time, Collins’s return to public 
life was much publicized around 

the university had disappeared 
after series arrests (boasting the 
sports-crime trifecta weed, gun, 
and chick-boxing incidents) had 
clouded his legacy very good col- 
lege running back. But month after 
the charity incident, Collins went 
away again this time probably for 
good after shooting allegedly 


committed Omaha left one man 
dead and another seriously injured. 
Collins was charged with first-degree 
murder, meaning probably 
hosting charity events any time soon. 
Burgos, meanwhile, was sput- 
tering along just another high- 
octane power arm who find 
the plate the kind guy almost 
every team has somewhere their 
farm system. This past year, Burgos 
was injured and loafing around 
during the Mets’ annual late- 
season slide when got arrested 
for throwing his girlfriend against 
wall Queens Holiday Inn. 
month later, back his 
native Dominican Republic, was 
involved hit-and-run that left 
two women dead. allegedly 
Tan over two women Hummer 
and fled the scene, and was sub- 
sequently arrested and charged 
the two killings. 


AND THE 
Kudos Burgos and Collins for their 
fine efforts. But, all told, we're still 
going have different direc- 
tion, fellas. (There’s always next 
year!) Instead, are awarding the 
Phoenix’s Skell the Year for 2008 
none other than PLAXICO BURRESS 
the New York Giants. 

Cranted, Burress’s crime is, its 
face, not serious those committed 
Collins, Burgos, any the many 
other rapists murderers the 2008 
list. And it’s not because plays for 
the Giants, either (though that doesn’t 
help). Burress is the winner here 
because three factors: 


bringing loaded weapon into 

nightclub when was partying, 
Burress was frankly lucky didn’t 

kill anyone. That was the only 
person who got shot was purely hap- 
penstance. All these guys who 

get trouble, always starts with 
someone bringing gun some place 
where they don’t need one. 


2) Burress is an asshole. This year 
alone, he’s been fined for throwing a 
ball into the stands and verbally abus- 
ing official during game against 
the also has been suspended 
for violating team rules numerous 
times, and was mini-camp contract 
hold-out (because he felt his $3.25 
million salary left him underpaid). 
Again, all these guys who get into 
serious trouble, always starts out 
with sense entitlement and being 
above all. And Burress has those 
things excess. 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ RECROOM 


FOUR OUT FIVE DENTISTS RECOMMEND 
PLAXICO WORST SPORTS CRIMINAL 


THE COMPLETE FINAL 
BLOTTER BOARD, VISIT 


Burress got doctors, several tearn- 
mates, and team officials bogged down 
cover-up for his mistake. you 
could say another way: Burress got 
trouble, but might not have been 
trouble had he not been surrounded 

enablers every step the way. The 
really tragic thing about sports crime 
that the system creates these guys. 
No one ever draws the line for them, so 
where are they supposed learn about 
not crossing it? 

The Plax story was the big sports- 
crime story the year, and even though 
wasn’t nearly awful the Vick tale 
or the Jones business from 2007, it was 
emblematic the bigger problem. 
unrepentant, arrogant, irresponsible 
creep who spends his weekend nights 
drinking Cristal with fucking loaded 
Glock his pocket. How many these 
guys want running around? 


When not googling and 
Matt Taibbi writes for Rolling Stone. 
can reached m_taibbi@yahoo.com. 
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WHAT WAS THE MEDIA 
LOW POINT 2008? 


Text MEDIA, then your nominee, 
to 22122." We'll psint a roundup 
of suggestions in an upcoming 
issue of the Phoenix. 


BNDARD TEXT-MESSACINE 


Fourth-estate 
follies! 


REMEMBERING THE YEAR MEDIA MALFEASANCE 


ALL THE HALF-ASSED, NEO-CON 

PABULUM THAT'S FIT TO PRINT 
In January, the Times welcomes William 
Kristol, the neo-conservative eminence 
and Weekly Standard editor, to its stable of 
columnists. great opportunity for 
Kristol sway the American public dur- 
ing hotly contested election. Instead, 
makes embarrassing mistake 


GRANTED, OTHER YEARS HAVE HAD FLASHIER MEDIA EMBARRASSMENTS 

(JAYSON BLAIR, STEPHEN GLASS, COMPLACENT PRESS CHEERILY ABETTING 

THE MARCH WAR IRAQ THAT SORT THING). BUT THAT 
mean that 2008 lacked for media misdeeds. 
Quite the contrary! perhaps, 
the combination of a) the presidential race, 
and the ongoing the nation’s 
newspaper industry — there was a veritable 


her McCain bumper sticker, most of the me- 
dia proceed with caution. Not the Drudge 
Report and Fox News, which immediately 
give the story massive play. Turns out it’s a 
hoax, leaving both outlets with 


si 


media low points enjoy the 
bygone year. Here, for your reading pleasure, 
the Phoenix’s recap the best the worst: 


ALL THE WINKING INNUENDO 

THAT'S FIT TO PRINT 
front-page story John prob- 
lematic ties to lobbyists, the New York Times 
highlights alleged/unproven/de- 
nied affair with lobbyist Vicki Their 
relationship, the Times explains, shows how 
“confidence his own integrity 
has sometimes seemed blind him po- 
tentially embarrassing conflicts interest.” 
Hmm. Perhaps another, factual example 
would have worked better? 


ARISE, KNIGHTS OF THE INVISIBLE EMPIRE! 
ACTUALLY, ER, SCRATCH THAT... 
When a young white woman volunteer- 
ing for the McCain campaign shows 
Pittsburgh police station with a“B” carved 
onto her face (that’s for “Barack”), claim- 
ing that she was disfigured big, knife- 
wielding black man taken umbrage 


their respective faces (that’s for“egg”). 


HIS COLD, DEAD FACTS 

The Times’ 2500-word obituary for 
Charlton Heston generates approximately 
270 words of corrections, meted out over 
three separate days. Errors include Hes- 
ton’s age, year birth, and birth name. 


THIS REALLY PUTS THINGS 

IN PERSPECTIVE .. . 
After Meet the Press host Tim death 
at age 58, following a heart attack, his 
press brethren grieve loudly, publicly, 
and for such long period time that 
their disproporticnate mourning becomes 
case study media solipsism. 


HE ALSO GOES BY “PRINCE 

OF SHITTY EULOGIES” 
Arriving late to the Russert love fest, 
conservative columnist Bob Novak, a/k/a 
the “Prince Darkness,” praises the late 
NBC mainstay for being “extraordi- 
nary source” thereby raising unan- 
swerable questions about jour- 
nalistic practices and integrity. 


vy 
a% 


his debut column (conflating conserva- 
tive commentators Michelle Malkin and 
Michael Medved); shows affinity for 
lazy arguments presented tepid, almost 
grudging prose; and refuses to discuss his 
previous condemnations the Times with 
public editor Clark Hoyt. For good mea- 
sure, disparages the Times again, during 
his role as unofficial advisor to the McCain 
campaign, helps convince McCain to pick 
Sarah Palin. all, not good year. 


TWO WORDS, RUPERT: DON’T MESS 

After Rupert Murdoch violates his prom- 
ise not to interfere with the Wall Street Journal’s 
integrity forcing out managing 
editor Marcus Brauchli and installing his 
replacement Robert Thomson, formerly the 
editor Times London, the Dow 
Jones Special the body charged 
with protecting the Journal’s independence 
courageously responds by giving the Thom- 
son hire its unanimous approval. 


STAY CLASSY, KYRA! 

During an on-air conversation with 
her news colleagues Gerri Willis (who’s 
white) and Don Lemon (who's black), CNN 
host Kyra Phillips discusses making a 
“reverse Oreo” with her fellow anchors. 


ALL THAT TWITTERS IS NOT GOLD 

ter illegal immigrant with his- 
tory driving violations crashes 
Colorado-area Baskin-Robbins and kills 
young child, Denver's Rocky Mountain News 
sends reporter Twitter the boy’s funeral. 
The “Tweets” observations 
140 characters less, composed and sent 
cell phone, and instantly distributed the 
News’ Twitter-connected readers include 
the following hang-on-every-word nuggets: 
“procession begins,” “people gathering 
graveside,” “coffin lowered into ground.” 
1 0 A DUCK BLIND, A 28-GAUGE 

SHOTGUN, AND THOU 
The Boston Herald unwittingly reprints 
a satirical report from noted humorist 
Andy Borowitz, on Dick Cheney’s desire 
to go “hunting” with Hillary Clinton, as 
straight news. Busted by Boston maga- 
zine blogger Amy Derjue, Herald editor 
Kevin Convey admits the paper was 
“bamboozled.” 


M 26, 2008 | NEWS + FEATURES | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
q 
fom! 44) 


it 


11 LIKE THE HANDMAID’S TALE, BUT GLOSSIER 
The New York Times Magazine publishes 
front-page story Style-section flunky 
Alex Kuczynski, known for her work as 

plastic-surgery guinea pig, surro- 
gate motherhood. Titled “Her Body, My 
Baby,” the piece packed with enough 
self-pity, self-regard, smug classism (“I 
had the natal equivalent hall pass, 
free ride, an automatic upgrade to first 
class”), and problematic racial imagery 
e.g., the plantation-y portrait of Kuczyn- 
ski, her child, and her child’s black nan- 
ny) to alienate even sympathetic readers. 


1 NEWS YOU COULD HAVE USED, 
BUT, LIKE, EARLIER 
The economic meltdown takes the vast ma- 
jority Americans surprise including 
the vast majority of the business media, 
which seems just dumbstruck the 
rest of us did. In playing catch-up, econom- 
ic reporters then struggle, with limited suc- 
cess, explain semi-intelligible terms 
what the hell just happened. 


1 3 THE TRIALS OF jOBS 

August, while updating the 
obituary of Apple founder Steve Jobs (who 
battled cancer several years ago, but 
very much alive), Bloomberg News ac- 
cidentally publishes the obit online. Two 
months later, CNN “iReporter” falsely 
reports that Jobs has suffered a heart at- 
tack, causing Apple stock to plummet. 


BUT HE’S OUR DOUR, 
14 HUMORLESS BLOWHARD 
Over the course of the year, Keith Ol- 
bermann completes his transformation 


from liberal antidote Bill O’Reilly into 
liberal Bill O’Reilly in need of antidote. 


1 DOWN, GIRL 

Writing on Salon, zany cultural 
theorist Camille Paglia fétes bizarro Sarah 
Palin who seems exist only Paglia’s 
own overheated imagination. “There 
powerful clarity consciousness her 
eyes,” Paglia hallucinates. “She uses lan- 
guage with the jumps, breaks, and rippling 
momentum be-bop saxophonist.” 


1 ANOTHER JOB FOR 

THE INVISIBLE EMPIRE! 
Discussing Tiger Woods’s dominance 
with former pro Nick Faldo, Golf Chan- 
nel anchor Kelly Tilghman proposes that 
Woods’s young PGA rivals “lynch him 
a back alley.” 


AND THAT'S OUR 
1 7 NEW ART DIRECTOR, 
THE GRAND WIZARD 
For the cover image 
issue containing story 
the Tilghman controversy, 
Golfweek chooses a noose. 
Par for the course! 


1 BAMBOOZLED AGAIN 

May, the Herald prints front-page 
apology after incorrectly reporting two 
days before the Patriots’ Super Bowl upset 
loss the New York Giants that the 
team illegally videotaped the St. Louis 
Rams’ walk-through before Super Bowl 
XXXVI. Two days later, a hotly anticipated 
“explanation” from the flawed story’s au- 
thor, John Tomase, fails to explain much 
anything. 


IN HINDSIGHT, PROBABLY NOT THE BEST TERM 
19 A week before the Herald’s apology 
and Tomase’s explanation, in a piece laud- 
ing the Herald’s sports pages as that paper’s 
greatest asset, yours truly describes Toma- 
se’s original story as “groundbreaking.” 


2 NEXT TIME, GO WITH STALIN — 

HE’S MAKING A COMEBACK IN RUSSIA 
Espn.com columnist Jemele Hill writes that 
“rooting for the Celtics is like saying that 
Hitler was victim.” apology ensues. 


2 ADULT EDUCATION 

Boston Globe reporter Tania deLuzur- 
iaga leaves the paper “pursue other op- 
portunities” after it’s revealed that, while 
covering schools for the Miami Herald, she 
had an inappropriate relationship with 
school-department official Alberto Carval- 
ho, who 1) was married, 2) is 16 years older 
than deLuzuriaga, and 3) is Miami’s then- 
school superintendent-in-waiting. DeLu- 
zuriaga particularly tainted her will- 
ingness (voiced one many compro- 
mising e-mails) to “act in ways that help 
one another doesn’t compromise 
professionally.” Meanwhile, despite 
shifting explanations his relationship 
with deLuzuriaga (at one point, terms 
“playful”), Carvalho gets his new job. 


2 2 DIDDY DIDN'T DO IT 
Citing falsified FBI reports and un- 


reliable sources, the Times retracts “An 
Attack Tupac Shakur Launched Hip- 
hop War,” hugely controversial March 

Web story that implicated Sean Combs 
Shakur’s death and was authored 
Pulitzer-winner Chuck Philips, who'd 
previously raised eyebrows blaming 
now-deceased rapper Biggie Smalls for the 
same event. 


FOR THE 
CELTICS 
LIKE 
SAYING 
THAT 
HITLER 
WAS 


2 LOOK AT ALL THE PRETTY BALLOONS 
FALLING FROM THE CEILING! 

After approximately journalists are 

arrested covering the Republican National 

Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota, in 

September, the mainstream national 

media ignore the story. 


YOU WON'T LIKE HIM WHEN HE’S ANGRY 
24 Discussing sports blogs on HBO’s 
Costas Now, accomplished sportswriter and 
Friday Night Lights author Buzz Bissinger 
goes temporarily insane, terrifying sports 
blogger Will Leitch and giving old-media 
fogeyism a serious black eye. 


2 ENQUIRING MINDS GET THEIR NEWS FIRST 
The National Enquirer scoops all other 
media former Democratic presidential 
candidate John Edwards's extramarital 
affair with his personal videographer, 
Rielle Hunter. This prompts much tortured 
soul-searching about when people’s sex 
lives are news — and slightly less chatter 
about how embarrassing scooped 
by the Enquirer. 


2 THE POWERLESSNESS OF POSITIVE THINKING 
6 At the instigation of spacey Tribune 
“innovation czar” Lee Abrams, Tribune 
which publishes, among others, the Chica- 
go Tribune and LA Times) changes the back of 
its employee ID badges, replacing the eight 
“Tribune Values” with picture Frank 
Sinatra; the acronym “AFDI” (for “Actually 
Friggin’ Do It”); and the phrase “The Best 
Is Yet to Come.” Four months later, Tribune 
Co. files for bankruptcy. 


2 A GREAT WALL .. . OF SILENCE 

7 NBC, broadcast home for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics, diligently avoids any 
serious discussion social political 
problems modern China while covering 
the 


2 § THEY DISTORT — YOU DECIDE! 

After Times reporter Jacques Stein- 
berg writes piece Fox News’ ebbing 
ratings, the show Fox and Friends runs al- 
tered photos Steinberg given 
an enlarged nose, a pointier head, and 
yellowed teeth) and his editor, Steven Red- 
dicliffe (who, in addition to yellowed teeth 
and pointier head, gets receding hair- 
line and dark circles under his eyes). 


CHRIS? WE NEED TO HAVE A TALK 
Chris Matthews caps bad year 
for himself (apologizing for misogynistic 
anti-Hillary commentary; saying Barack 
Obama generated “thrill going 
|Matthews'’s] leg”) and MSNBC in general 
(David Shuster apologizing for saying the 
Clintons were “pimping out” Chelsea; 
network brass bumping Matthews and 
Olbermann from their anchor slots due 
concern about excessive partisanship) by 
saying that, as a journalist, his “job” is to 
“do everything I can to make this thing 
work, presidency work.” 


ALL THE VANITY REAL ESTATE 
3 0 THAT'S FIT TO HOCK 

One year after opening its new, 52-story 
headquarters described Times archi- 
tecture critic Nicolai Ouroussoff 
towering composition glass and steel 


the New York Times Co. announces that 
it’s borrowing up to $225 million against 
the building deal with cash-flow 

problem, thereby uniquely contributing 
to the Times’ coverage of the ongoing eco 
nomic 


clad veil ceramic rods” that will “drag 
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Presidential Tote Board 


Money matters 


VICTORY WAS BOUGHT AND 


PAID FOR WITH CHANGE 


CONVENTIONAL WISDOM 
DICTATES THAT BARACK 
OBAMA WAS SWEPT INTO 


office on the winds of change. History 
books will surely echo that notion. But 
while those are sentimentally satisfying 
explanations for what took place this 
past Obama owes his presi- 
dency largely to cold hard cash. 

Though the American dollar 
now taking a horrific beating in these 
financial End Times, it’s still strong 
enough to put a man in the Oval 
Office. In the end, Obama’s victory 
was notable number ways, 
most obviously because his race. 
But political terms, was about 
conventional as they come. 

That’s an important distinction, 
because it tells us a lot about our likely 
political future. Remember that, at 
the beginning this fall campaign, 
the press fell all over itself proclaim- 
ing the Obama operation the 
harbinger new, realigned type 
post-Internet politics able mobi- 
lize a massive network, mostly of the 
young, notice. Turnout 
was predicted set new records. 

In reality, turnout was up, but not 
by much, and the young comprised 
nearly the same percentage of the 
vote they always have. As for Obama’s 
decisive victory? was about what 
one would expect from any challenger 
to an incumbent party running in the 
midst recession and the worst eco- 
nomic crisis generation. 

Still, the Obama campaign did 
make political history with unex- 
pected innovation: it brilliantly used 
the Internet to convert enthusiasm 
into money. And that helped make 
the greatest political fundraiser 
all time. 

Essentially, then, he won the presi- 
dency the old-fashioned way, using 
his vast resources first wipe out 
Hillary Clinton and then overwhelm 
John McCain. 


BATTLE THE BUCKS 
This isn’t meant to downplay the sig- 
nificance his victory. Obama proved 
that he knows how the game is played, 
which is no small feat. And, undoubt- 
edly, he captured something: there 
hasn't been as charismatic a candidate 
since John F. Kennedy. But as for the 
notion that rewrote the political 
playbook, he really didn’t, with the ex- 
ception, course, raising cash. 
What Obama did was to end the 
roughly 30-year period of public 
financing presidential elections 
that began in the mid '7os. By becom- 
ing the first candidate opt out 
public funding general elec- 
tion something Republican candi- 
date would have had far more trouble 


ROB ZAMMARCHI 


doing, thanks press criticism the 
Obama forces of various kinds went 
on to raise and spend around $750 mil- 
lion. That’s more than John Kerry and 
George Bush raised combined in 2004. 

That gave Obama more than twice 
as much money as John McCain, 
and used outspend the GOP 
candidate on TV by 7-1 in Indiana, by 
4-1 in Virginia, and by 2-1 in Ohio. 

consequence, these states went 
Democratic some for the first time 
in a generation. 

Yes, Obama had the best orga- 
nization the ground modern 
presidential history. But he had it for 
very good reason: addition all 
those volunteers, he was able to hire an 
awful lot organizers. 

All this relevant assessing 
whether Obama's victory actually sig- 
nals realignment our presidential 
politics. The economic crisis could cre- 
ate a possible opening for an expansion 
government and era Democratic 
rule. And now that he’s the incumbent, 
Obama will able use the power 
the office to help him secure re-election, 
all his predecessors have tried do. 
(Based on Obama's performance so far, 
he'll do it very well.) 

Still, it’s terribly unlikely anyone 
will ever again have that kind finan- 
cial advantage. Michael Barone 


pointed out recent commen- 

tary, one can run to become the first 
African-American president only once. 
Next time, the thrill will be gone, or at 
least diminished. 

Should the economic slowdown 
continue, raising money going 
much tougher, too, colleges and 
charities have already begun find 
out. Most important, Obama’s fund- 
raising magnetism unlikely benefit 
his Democratic colleagues. 

why the one path open 
the Democrats — at least for the next 
two years — is to try to change the 
federal-election laws in a way that 
benefits their party. It’s clear the old 
rules don’t work anymore — only an 
idiot would take public funding the 
future. Yet chances are that the Dems 
will be afraid to touch the system, 
now that appears first glance 
finally benefit them. 

The bottom line is that Obama and 
the circumstances that led to his elec- 
tion this time appear unique. And 
uniqueness, definition, trans- 
ferable. least, the Republicans better 
hope the case. 


To read the “Presidential Tote Board” 
blog, go to thePhoenix.com/biogs/ 
toteboard. Steven Stark can be reached 
at sds@starkwriting.com. 
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THE YEAR 
THE NERD 


SCREW THE JOCKS AND PROM QUEENS 2008, GEEKS 
TOOK CONTROL ENTERTAINMENT, PRO SPORTS... 
EVEN THE WHITE HOUSE 


arack Obama many things. 
B Dedicated senator. Devoted hus- 

band and father. Adept orator. 
President-elect. Nerd. 

is, despite the historic 
significance his election (and what that 
says about him and our country), that 
last one that and underground army 
nerd brethren find most interesting. 

presidential campaigns the past, 

the electorate often struggles find 

reason any reason even tolerate 

political candidate. With Obama, was 
geeks were concerned. 

Even if we weren’t aware that Obama 
collects Spider-Man comics that, upon 
meeting Leonard Nimoy for the first time, 

gave him the Vulcan hand signal, there 
was still a clear “one of us” vibe emanat- 
q ing from Obama, a vibe at odds with his 


charismatic rock-star image. But pulled 
it off, and now, in addition to being our first 
post-racial chief executive, Obama will also 
our first post-nerd president. 

His victory was the consecrat- 
ing moment period that could 
described only the Year the Nerd. Yes, 
2008 was the year that the dashing high- 
school quarterback and the perfect prom 
queen got sand kicked their faces the 
freaks and geeks held previously under 
their thumbs. This rising subset only 
beginning realize its own strength. This 
was the year that a comic-book superhero 
movie grossed nearly billion dollars. That 
video games, despite their relatively high 
cost in an economic shitstorm, seem to be 
That meathead pro athletes 
were using more and more Internet-based 
services. That world-music fans, trumpet- 
ing fringe performers from obscure coun- 
tries, were vindicated. And that a Swiss 
shrine to Nerditude was unveiled, one that 
cost bazillions of dollars — and could have 
blown the planet. (And still might?) 
That’s sooo cool! 


HAIL THE GEEK 

If, say, Dick Gephardt were try pass 
himself off StarTrek fan, nerds would 
sniff out cynical posturing nano- 
second (a typically nerdy measurement of 
time). But Barack passes the sniff test — 
he’s honest-to-goodness nerd. 

And he’s about nerd-in-chief. 

course, this national drifting toward 
what would be called, by the less enlight- 
ened, “losertown,” did not start in 2008. 
But this the year that popular culture all 
but openly embraced dorkdom, and much 
of that is thanks to Obama. He is, after all, 


FLYING HIGH 
the champion 
the 
nerd set. 


our first president offer opinion 
his favorite member the X-Men. 
intellectual, and ran his campaign 
though didn’t care who knew it, wheth- 
was asking farmers about the price 
arugula Whole Foods exhibiting his 
undisguised love poetry (he’s even com- 
posed few poems himself). 

His triumph November was symbolic 
and inspirational for lot reasons, obvi- 
ously, but wasn’t lost many that this 
was the first win for the eggheads over 
the brutes quite some time. And not 
only did the cerebral Obama claim big 
victory, did using his perspicacity 
asset. The bizarre cult Ron Paul 
notwithstanding, Obama was the unof- 
ficial “candidate of the Internet,” with 
more than three million Facebook users 
self-identifying “fans.” (Mind you, every 
aspect the preceding sentence dorky.) 

Each day, aggregator sites like digg. 
com and reddit.com would flush with 
new pro-Obama (or anti-McCain/Palin) 
articles. Someone even merged pro-Obama 

fervor with LOLcats and managed not to 
completely derail the campaign the 
process. How nerdy is Obama? What other 
candidate would have ignited firestorm 
horrors — not an iPod but a Microsoft Zune? 
Obama's victory for intellectualism was 
sweet part because came the 
hands opponent who, according 
eye-popping Rolling Stone article, had led 
a bratty, fratty life, who remained a gam- 
bler, and who couldn’t even bothered 
learn how to use e-mail. But even worse 
was his running mate, Sarah Palin, who 
came to personify the concept of a high 
school-esque “jockocracy.” Palin, whose 
biggest asset was sup- 
posedly the way she 
appealed the com- 
mon man, wound 
unfavorable rating just 
days before the elec- 
tion. Unpopular? 
Guess that makes 


DORKVILLE 
From left, Sarah 
Palin, Tina Fey, 
Barack Obama, 
and the Large 
Hadron Collider. 


JUNEAU 
Somewhat ironically, was anti-nerd 
Palin’s ascension that allowed another 

nerd achieve her greatest prominence 
yet. Tina Fey’s ready-made impersonation 
Palin Fey played the Alaska governor 
cross between Marge Gunderson from 
Fargo and the Miss Teen USA contestant who 
got stumped the map question helped 
propel Saturday Night Live its best ratings 
more than decade. Better ratings naturally 
followed for her perpetually under- 
appreciated NBC sitcom, 30 Rock. Fey may 
not actually be a total nerd, but watching 
30 Rock, it’s hard not to wonder exactly how 
much autobiography her eccentric, 
nebbishy alter-ego, Liz Lemon. doesn’t 
Teally matter, though, whether or not Fey 
(like Lemon) actually was a Dungeons & 
Dragons dungeon master in college. She’s a 
smart woman who’s finding success with a 
character who quotes Bugs Bunny cartoons 
and used marching band she 
gets claimed the “nerd” side the led- 
ger. The fact that she writes, produces, and 
Stars the best comedy television 
simply another triumph for geekdom. 


HOW TWEET 

If 2006’s champion was YouTube and 2007 
was all about the ascension Facebook 

(at least among the already-out-of-college 
set), then 2008 easily belonged to Twitter. 
Twitter like blog for those ADD-riddled 
oversharers who want others know 
exactly what they’re doing any given 
time, but can’t bothered complete 
sentence because they’ve already moved 
the next thing. Twitter, your posts, 
“tweets,” cannot exceed 140 characters, so 
limited what you can say. Some 
people use cut the point, which can 
spur some pithy discussions. 

has its legitimate applications peo- 
ple can use give real-time updates 
events, making particularly useful for 
reporters. Others just use give 
glimpse into their lives, letting us know 
about their desire become UFC fighters 
or how awesome the Blackberry Storm is. 
(Those last two, by the way, were culled 
from the Twitter feed of one Shaquille 


O’Neal — twitter.com/the_real_shaq — the 
NBA legend who might be the biggest must- 
read the entire Internet these days.) 

But then, some people (read: nerds) 
choose to use it for different, less weighty 
purposes. Some fans AMC’s Mad Men, 
for example, started tweeting the styles 
of various characters on the show, using 
Twitter to create a bizarre, new twist on 
the always-geeky practice fan fiction. 
Through this unauthorized micro- 
blogging, Don Draper, Peggy Olson, Pete 
Campbell, and the Sterling-Cooper Xerox 
machine were able to have further 
adventures beyond the television pro- 
gram even they didn’t necessarily 
fit with series creator Matthew 
larger plan for the show’s story line. It 
got such popular series Twitter 
feeds that, according recent Fake Don 
Draper’s Twitter post, AMC finally co-opted 
them and will now updating them, thus 
making them the official Twitter feeds 
cast fictional characters. 


FANBOY FIESTA 
You probably don’t need me to tell you 
that Batman fanboys were frothing the 
mouth over The Dark breathlessly 
gushing over the film both before and af- 
ter its release. But it was unexpected, and 
maybe a little ridiculous, to see scads and 
scads fans invade the Internet Movie Da- 
tabase (IMDB) in order to stuff the online 
ballot box and ensure earned the title 
“Best Movie of All Time” (as voted on by 
IMDB users), displacing The Godfather. Fans 
are now hoping for some high-profile Oscar 
nominations Heath Ledger gets post- 
humously passed over for Best Supporting 
Actor statuette, there might actual riots. 
maybe not: perhaps comic-book fans 
will too busy psyching themselves 
for Watchmen, the next Most Anticipated 


FROM FAT 

BAT 2008, 
nerdiness was 
everywhere. From 
left, Seth Rogen, 
Heath Ledger, and 
Christian Bale. 


Comic Book Movie 

Ever. Watchmen — based 
on Alan Moore and Dave 
1986 tour-de-force graphic 
novel — won't even be released until 
March 2009 (and that’s assuming the 
legal kerfuffle between Fox and Warner 
Bros. gets resolved in time). But I could 
swear read more about that movie 
2008 than did about two other successful 
comic-book adaptations from this year, 
Iron Man and The Incredible Hulk, combined! 
Fans have already dissected every frame 
the trailer and debated whether not 
the rumors altered ending will actu- 
ally improve the story. And even though 
none the trailers released far gives 
Watchmen neophytes much indication 
what the story is all about, it’s still safe to 
bet that this will make a kajillion dollars. 
And then everyone can start drooling over 
casting rumors for Captain America. 


ARE THE WORLD 

This the year that all those world-music 
nerds, with their mix-tape collections of 
Uruguayan throat singers overdubbed with 
Singapore back-alley street raves, had the 
last laugh. 

the many unexpected success sto- 
ries music this past year, the one 
were least expecting was for year-old 
track featuring female Sri Lankan rapper 
dropping rhymes over Clash sample. Yet 
somehow “Paper Planes” reached 
No. 4 0n the Billboard Hot 100. (For some 
perspective, No. was also where “Sweet 
Caroline” peaked.) Yes, we have loved 
M.1.A. since we first heard her in 2004 — 
just never expected her quite catch 
with the mainstream. (She was helped, 
doubt, thanks “Paper Planes” place- 
ment in the trailer for the comedy hit 
Pineapple Express.) 

was not the only world-music 
success story. Fans of the genre — usually 
preferred committed music geeks who 
want impress all with their eclecti- 
cism sensitivity also got excited over 

Vampire Weekend. By year’s end, the 

band was headlining amphitheaters 


the way it incorporated African music 
influences into American indie rock. 
And their docksiders-and-khakis 

getup doesn’t qualify nerdy, then 
don’t know what does anymore. 


FREAK LOVE 
Speaking Pineapple Express, 
its stars, Seth Rogen and 
James Franco, first worked 
together nine years ago ona 
Judd NBC show 
called Freaks and Geeks — they were 
two-thirds of the show’s male 
“freaks,” along with Jason Segel. 
Appropriately for the Year the 
Nerd, all three had pretty good 
2008. Franco re-established him- 
self comic actor with Pineapple 
Express, and might come away with 
an Oscar nomination for Milk. Segel 
had some success with his writing 
debut, Forgetting Sarah Marshall, and 
will now actually get to make that 
Muppet vampire movie — which 
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support album that was lauded for 
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should awesome. And Rogen, the 
frizzy-haired, chubby comic-book 
nerd that he is, not only co-wrote 
and co-starred Pineapple Express, 
but with his comedy golden touch 
also established himself as the 
poster boy for Nerd Chic. How 
much juice has he got? This past 
year he also starred in the first 
mainstream movie with the word 
“porno” in its title that wasn’t, 
um, actual porno. 


WORST FIRST 
Going into the 2008 season, few baseball 
observers were expecting much out of the 
Tampa Bay Rays. They had removed the 
“Devil” from their name, but other than 
that, it was the same group of anony- 
mous young players who had little chance 
compete against the Red Sox and the 
Yankees, those perennial overspending 
glamour-pusses salary-cap-free Major 
League Baseball. When the Rays finished 
ahead both Boston and New York the 
standings and made the playoffs, skeptics 
continued to scoff, and expected the World 
Series would feature a heaven-sent rat- 
ings match-up between the wild-card Red 
Sox and the new squad their departed 
slugger Manny Ramirez, the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

But the Rays shrugged off the shackles 
of underdog-dom — and stuck it to all of 
us, giving the lowest-rated World Series 
of all time. Still, watching the Rays on the 
national stage was the feel-good sports 
moment of the year (okay, second-most, 
after watching the Celtics raise another 
banner). After all, this was a team that, 
for its entire existence, has seemed like the 
kid continually getting waterboarded by 
swirlies in the middle-school locker room. 

Also consider this: the Rays’ manager, 
Joe Maddon, wears Elvis Costello-style 
glasses, uses statistical reports help him 
in his strategy, and quotes Camus to moti- 
vate his players. He’s embedded nerd 
professional sports! 


THE ULTIMATE MASH-UP 

Not everything nerdy was so well-received 
in 2008. In September, the world was on 
edge with anticipation the European 
Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN) 
prepared launch experiments the 
Large Hadron Collider (or LHC), the Holy 
Grail of nerd-dom, the device that could tell 
us how, exactly, the universe was created. 

The idea was find the “god particle” 
that gives all other particles the uni- 
verse their mass. Without getting too 
heavily into the science involved, part 
of the Hadron Collider’s functionality 
involves creating tiny black holes, which 
dissipate and vanish almost instantly. 
Statistically, it’s safe process that poses 
very little danger. But there is a chance — 
less than one-percent chance that 
one those black holes could potentially 
grow large enough to, well, destroy the 
universe. So, of course, everybody focused 
on that. 

When people discussed the LHC, they 
scarcely mentioned all of the cool shit it 
can do — how it could recreate the condi- 
tions extant around the time of the so- 
called Big Bang, or how it could unlock the 
secrets gravity. Most people probably 
didn’t even know about half that stuff. 
They just heard “it could kill us all” and 
then freaked the fuck out. The LHC 
currently offline due to an electrical issue. 
But when CERN scientists get operational 
again, let’s hope all have better 
handle on things. Science is awesome — 
step off, haters! © 


Ryan Stewart is getting a wedgie right now. He 
can be reached at @ewart@phx.com. 
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POLITICS’S 
WOMAN THE YEAR? 
‘ext WOMAN, then your 
gestions in an upcoming 


issue of the Phoenix. 


“STANDARD TEXT MESSAGING RATES APPLY 


WOMEN POLITICS CAME LONG WAY 2008, BUT THE WEIGHT 


t was almost 
in politics. 
Yes, wome.. garnered public support 
while they competed for the two high- 
est offices in the land (Sarah Palin and 
Hillary Clinton), possessed the third (Nancy 
Pelosi), had high-visibility roles in both the 
race for the Oval Office (Michelle Obama, 
Cindy McCain) and on the international 
stage (Carla Bruni), and, in our own fair 
city, battled in a rare two-woman contest 
for a State Senate seat (Dianne Wilkerson 
and Sonia Chang-Diaz 

But while these personalities spanned 
the spectrum in age, race, geography, politi- 
cal party, and ideology in a year that saw 
women in the political spotlight as never 
before, one thing united them all: our obses- 
sion with their bodies, wardrobes, and ador- 
able regional accents. 

Oh, ladies. This was the year we were so 
close playing hardball with the big 
boys, without having to battle gender stereo- 
typing and misogynist cultural attitudes. And 
yet — even 88 years after the passing of the 


igth Amendment — we were so far. 


BODY POLITICS 

Divisive as she was, we couldn't get enough of 
Sarah Palin in 2008. Though no one south of 
Nome had even heard of her before August, she 
nuts, Zamboni 


nner year for women 


chief executive energy-rich state, 
or b) a cynical political choice made (in the 
wake of Hillary Clinton’s defeat) by a senile 
old man rarin’ to shake the geriatric founda- 
tions of his rudderless campaign. And, at 
various points of the campaign, both sides 
seemed to have valid arguments. 

She certainly performed much better 
debates than any detractor would have believed 
though could have done without the 
winking and the shout outs to elementary- 
school kids), and her stump speeches proved 
her even better draw than the man top 
of the ticket. But a series of jaw-dropping 
gaffes, a general lack of anything resembling 
understanding foreign policy, and that 
goddamned exorbitant wardrobe exposed her 
less than ready step into the leader 
the free world’s shoes. 

Palin did come pretty darn close the Oval 

ffice. And she’s already considered a front- 

runner for 2012. Which gives her four years 
to start reading newspapers and to get some 
stamps in her recently acquired passport. 


CACKLES AND CANKLES 

Perhaps the biggest female loser in the 2008 
political spotlight was Hillary Clinton. She 
was the top seed for the Democratic nomina- 
tion from way back, and it was her contest to 


n 


LADIES WHO LAUNCH 
Sarah Palin, Hillary 
Clinton, Dianne 
Wilkerson, Michelle 

bama, Cindy McCain, 
and Carla Bruni. 


lose. And she actually did pretty well the 
race: with the exception of Barack Obama’s 
home state of Illinois, she took home the big- 
gest primary prizes (winning New York, Cali- 
fornia, Texas, New Jersey, Ohio, and Penn- 
sylvania). But her campaign was never able 
to translate these victories into a sustained 
momentum. 

Perhaps that’s because the public and 
media ultimately cared more about her hid- 
eous pantsuits and the Bubba factor than 
they did her policies. the world learned 
this year, the unfortunate truth about a 
female presidential candidate is that she’s 
still scrutinized as a woman first, and as a 
politician second. 

First, Clinton’s maternal character was 
called into question, as David Shuster, an 
MSNBC commentator, accused her and her 
campaign “pimping” out her daughter, 
Chelsea, to solicit votes from superdelegates 
on her behalf. Certainly no male Kennedy or 
Bush ever faced that charge. 

Her physical attributes were also fair 
game. Take, for example, her laugh. Mocked 
faw” (New York Daily News), and “the Clinton 
Cackle” (New York Times), the lazy-bones media 
gave more scrutiny to Clinton’s laugh than 
they did to the factors that led to the melt- 
down of the economy. 

Want more? Google “Hillary Clinton” 
and “cankles” and the Internets will return 
more than 11,000 hits. And let’s not forget 
the Washington Post’s insightful piece 
cleavage. 

Where, pray tell, were all of the articles 
about Obama’s manscaping? Or Mitt 
Romney's Oompa Loompa-hued spray-on 
tan? Yes, Clinton was a flawed candidate 
who couldn’t even capture her own party’s 
nomination. But it would have been far more 
satisfying if she had been considered more 
for her political acumen than for the peek-a- 
boo nature of her wardrobe. 


TITS FOR TAT 
Speaking tits, there’s the Dianne 
Wilkerson scandal. 

Wilkerson, of course, was the incumben 
involved in a tight primary race for the State 
Senate seat represent the Second Suffolk 
District, against challenger Sonia Chang-Diaz. 
Wilkerson was a convicted tax evader and, 
during the course the campaign, faced accu- 
sations of other charges, including perjury. 
Wilkerson lost the primary Chang-Diaz, 
then mounted an aggressive sticker campaign 
for the general election, until her cause was 
rocked by her arrest on charges of corruption. 

The smoking gun this case was 
series of photos of Wilkerson allegedly 
accepting bribe money; Wilkerson’s chest 
is the focal point of the most infamous 
picture, in which she rather non-demurely 
appears stuffing cash under her shirt 
and into her bra. (Looking at those pho- 


tos, one could practically hear the Divinyls 
swelling in the background.) 

allegedly participating pay-for-play 
isn’t bad enough, now the fallen state sena- 
tor has been further demeaned by having her 
body objectified the public sphere. Had 
male politician been snapped cramming wads 
bills his crotch, would those photos have 
made the evening news, would they have 
been withheld in the name of tact? And yet, 
when breasts are involved, the public has a 


ARM CANDY 

Cindy McCain and Michelle Obama were 

not running for office, but still they got the 
great media once-over, which nitpicked their 
makeup, hair, and couture great length. 
(“Michelle’s outfit is off-the-rack and ready to 
wear! Cindy’s costs $600,000, plus the horn of 
gold-plated unicorn! These are incredibly im- 
portant things to consider when you cast your 
vote in November!”) 

And talk about ass play! Salon allowed writ- 
Erin Aubry Kaplan pontificate freely 
the merits of Michelle’s “solid, round, black, 
class-A boo-tay.” Charming. Also, progressive. 
No, no, wait, sorry. Those are the adjectives 
that television critics have used to describe 
episodes of Gre atomy. Dissecting Michelle 
anat just plain crude. 

Just im 2 what we would do with 


France's firs 


ady, Carla Bruni. The former 


model starfucker married President 
Nicolas Sarkozy in February after a quickie 


All eyes fell on her as she trav- 
eled the world with her new husband. She 
wore flats not appear too tall too 
trampy, plus demure Christian Dior suits, 
accessorized by an even more demure half- 
smile. And, yeah, the former girlfriend 
Eric Clapton and Mick Jagger once posed nude 
for fashion photographer photo the 
session was auctioned off by Christie's for 
$91,000 this past April). 

Curiously, when the subject has removed 
her clothes entirely, the media spontaneously 
develops prudish moral code. Nudity? 
going too far! 


LOOKING FORWARD 

As 2009 is ushered in and these women all set- 
into their ensuing career upgrades, hockey 
practices, prison sentences, it’s clear that, 
at the very least, women have increased vis- 
ibility the political arena. Case point: 
the New Year begins, the odds-on favorite for 
most-talked-about politician 2009 bound 
to be Caroline Kennedy, who is definitely of 
the lady persuasion. Maybe the time Bristol 
Palin's baby is 35, she can easily engineer a 
non-novel run for the presidency. sure 
make her dmother-who-may-actually-be- 
her-mother proud. © 


~irrehin 
courtsnip. 


Sara Faith Alterman has lady parts. She can be 
reached at salterman@phx.com. 
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drivers, and pit-bull owners and horrified 
é 
everyone else. 
ia Her gender was a lightning rod from the 
very moment she was picked, debate raged 
over whether she was either maverick-y 
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Beer So Fresh and Food So 
Good They Named the 
Entire Square After Us 


33 Dunster Street BLALIAN Vil 


johnharvards.com 


For the Current Menu Please 
Visit Our Website 


All Natural, All Delicioius... 
Beef, Salmon, Turkey & Veggie Burgers 
704 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, 


617-441-5444 


Oaxaca, Mexico at... 


gia th 


‘ 
me, 
1294 con oolid 
366 Washington Street, Bri ghion, MA 02135 Week « ACH 
642 B St B 02215 & Oinner 7 Days 3 Week rivie Thursdays 
All of our sauces and marinades, inchuding our hot sauce, 617-728-9101 
are made on the premises with fesb ingredients. BERKELEY ST. BOSTON, MA O2118 


GOURM 


LUNCH, DINNER AND DELIVERY 


30% OFF WITH THIS AD. 


INCLUDES ENTREES ONLY, DINE ONLY 
MAXIMUM PARTY OF FIVE. EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30, 2008 


ARE YOU? 


year food 


The 2008 dining awards 


And so we conclude a surprisingly good 

year the dining scene. After the very 
scattered results of 2007, this year I was able to 
award four stars to 11 restaurants. (I consider 
this a good step toward my goal of flattening 
out the usual bell curve that makes star-rating 
systems worthless.) 

What’s been happening this year? Let's 
compare the current economic disaster to the 
last recession, the late-'80s/early-'90s crash 
of the “Massachusetts Miracle.” Back then, 
we saw more pasta formats and fewer fish 
houses (same thing now — check), established 
operators opening second and third locations 
(check), and even some cheaper interior deco- 
rating (wait for it). One difference: now we 
find ourselves in the midst of fondue/shabu- 
shabu mania. Why pay cooks when the cus- 
tomers will do it themselves? 

Despite the present turmoil, many res- 
taurants have held fast to the same trends 
they’ve been following for years. None of the 
warnings about fossil fuels and global warm- 
ing have cut into the supply créme 
on Boston menus, for instance, even though 
the butane that could be saved if we just had 
flan could heat Anthony’s Pier 4 for.a whole 
year. I figured that STIX might finally end the 
vertical-food madness, and that Restaurant 
Marliave might run the duo/trio/quartet plat- 
ter concept off the cliff. But even Finale, the 
all-dessert place, opened yet another outpost 
in 2008. The era of excess may be coming to 
an end, but there’s little indication of that in- 
side our restaurants. 

Wine prices continue to escalate. I can ac- 
cept that a glass of wine is one-fourth the res- 
taurant bottle price for one-sixth of the bottle, 
but accept the jump from double retail for 
a bottle to triple in many new restaurants. The 
stronger dollar toward the end of the year has 
brought European wines back on to the part of 
the wine list I actually look at, but minimum 
bottle prices just keep climbing. All this makes 
small-production beers a better buy, and despite 
the decline of brewpubs, the proliferation of 
restaurants with a raft of craft draughts is not 
daft. Cocktails are also increasingly competi- 
tive, perhaps see new science food- 
martini matching. 

(Note: this is my personal reviewing year — 
you may have done even better elsewhere.) 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR Persephone, featuring a 
great chef (Michael Leviton of Lumiére) focused 
by the limits of running a second restaurant 
ASIAN RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR jo Jo Taipei 
THE ANNUAL HOWARD MITCHUM MEMORIAL MEDAL 
FOR INNOVATION IN SEAFOOD COOKERY (THE ONE 
AWARD HERE THAT REALLY MATTERS) Charles 
Draghi of Erbaluce 
PALACE OF COMFORT FOOD Highland Kitchen 
BREAD OF THE YEAR Tng Mo stearned whole- 
wheat buns at Tashi Delek 
OLIVES OF THE YEAR Eight kinds of roasted olives 
with lemon and spices at Central 37/Market 
APPETIZER OF THE YEAR Crilled vegetables at 
Benatti 
ASIAN APPETIZERS OF THE YEAR “ Mama Chang's 
pork and chive” dumpling, tea-smoked pork 
spareribs, and spring rolls at Myers + Chang 
BEST SINGLE DIM SUM Shumiai at Shabu Shabu Toki 


AF 


BROOK GRIFFIN 


RATING 


Outstanding 
Good 

| Average 

Poor 


§ = $15 or less 
$16-$22 
$$$ $23-$30 
$$$$ $31 and 


Based on average 
entrée price 


PERSEPHONE Our 2008 restaurant the year fit for the gods. 


BEST VEGAN APPETIZER Cabbage chitwa at Tama- 
rind Bay Coastal Indian Kitchen 

BEST KOSHER APPETIZER Peking ravioli at Taam 
China Clatt Kosher Chinese Cuisine 

BEST SMALL PLATES Shiki, where savory Japanese 
bar food stands out from a world of sushi 

BEST SMALL PLATES, NON-ASIAN Small Plates 
NOTHING SUCCEEDS LIKE EXCESS (APPETIZER) Colos- 
sal lump-crab-meat cocktail at the Oceanaire 
OCTOPUS OF THE YEAR Baby octopus in tomato 
sauce at Shabu-Zen in Allston 

BEST SOUP (Tie) Slow-roasted tomato, basil, and 
cheddar soup at Z Square in Kenmore Square; 
seafood congee at Minsok 

BEST CHICKEN SOUP Pho at Pho Republique 
ENTREE THE YEAR Berkshire pork chop 
Hungry Mother 

BEST STEAK Nirman Ranch bavette steak at Perse- 
phone (great frites, too) 

BEST CHEAP STEAK Smoked churrasco at Orinoco 
BEST LAMB AT A STEAKHOUSE Tango 

BEST CHICKEN DISH Three-cups chicken at Jo Jo Taipei 
LOBSTER OF THE YEAR Lobster two ways at Restau- 
rant Marliave 

BEST SINGLE ITEM IN ANY FONDUE OR SHABU-SHABU 
Planked salmon at the Melting Pot 

BEST RETRO Marinara red sauce eggplant rol- 
latini or lasagna at Ricardo’s 

BEST PASTA DISHES Da Vinci Ristorante 

BEST SINGLE PASTA DISH Scialatielli at Cran Gusto 
BEST REVIVAL FRENCH DISH Blanquette de veau at 
La Voile 

BEST IRISH DISH Corned beef and cabbage (with a 
sauce!) at J.J. Foley’s Café 

BEST VEGETARIAN ENTREE Lalla musa dal Tama- 
rind Bay Coastal Indian Kitchen 

BURGER OF THE YEAR Mini cheeseburgers at the 
Blarney Stone 

FRIES OF THE YEAR Yucca fries at Machu Picchu 
Charcoal Chicken & Grill 

CONDIMENT OF THE YEAR Mint chutney at 
Annapurma 

BEST RED-WINE LIST Tango 

BETTER THAN MOST ARGENTINE MALBECS Chateau 
du Cédre Héritage Cahors (malbec from France) 
2005 at Central 37/Market 

BETTER THAN MOST PINOT NOIRS Potel-Aviron 2003 
Julienas (Beaujolais) at La Voile 


BETTER THAN MOST SAUVIGNON BLANCS 2007 Tor- 
rontés Trivento Select at the Melting Pot 

CRAFT DRAUGHT OF THE YEAR Unibroue 
Belgian ale/cider fusion from 
Quebec, at the Publick House 

KEEPING FRENCH-PRESS COFFEE ALIVE AND FRESH 
Persephone 

FEWER-TREES-DiE-FOR-PLYWOOD DECOR PRIZE BanQ 
THE GOLDEN EARPLUGS AWARD BanQ, a vast forest 
of plywood — all reflecting sound 

BEST SUSHI WHERE YOU DON’T EXPECT IT Sushi-Teq 
in the InterContinental Hotel 
PHOENIX ROLL OF THE YEAR (WE TRACK THESE) Haru: 
rice around spicy salmon, tempura shrimp, cu- 
cumber, and lettuce for crunch 

BEST PLACE THAT WENT OUT OF BUSINESS EVEN AFTER 
GAVE IT FOUR STARS Boston Public 

BEST PLACE THAT WENT OUT OF BUSINESS BETWEEN 
MY VISIT AND WRITING THE REVIEW Circle Plates & 
Lounge (we'll never know) 

BEST RE-USE OF A BANK BUILDING (COULD BE A LOT OF 
COMPETITION IN 2003) The Oceanaire 

WORST RESTAURANT NAME (Tie) Church, Lobby 
BEST RESTAURANT FOR VEGETARIANS Vee Vee 
(there's seafood, too) 

VEGGIE INNOVATION OF THE YEAR (Tie) Dehydrated 
beet slices at Crezzo; warm squash “fettucine” 
at Small Plates 

DINING-OUT EXPERIENCE THAT WOULD MAKE A FUNNY 
TITLE FOR ACD Risotto at the Blarney Stone 
DINING-OUT EXPERIENCE THAT COULD BE THE NAME OF 
THE BAND Blackfish-bone stew (at Minsok) 
WEIRDEST THING | ATE AND SURVIVED Sea-squirt 
sashimi at Minsok 

WEIRDEST THING | ATE AND LIKED Sea-cucumber 
sashimi at Minsok 

WEIRDEST THING | ATE AND LIKED A WHOLE LOT 
“Pork-blood tofu and intestine” (hot pot) at 
Wisteria House 

MOST UNWHOLESOME DEUIGHT Fried baby-back ribs 
at Roadhouse Craft Beer & BBQ 

BEST BACKGROUND MUSIC Brazilian at Benatti 
DESSERTS OF THE YEAR Benatti's flight by Dianna 
Macedo 

MOST AMUSING AMUSE-BOUCHE Creen-apple cotton 
candy at Bokx 109 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at RobtNadeau@aol.com. 


These listings have been distilled from our 


| most recent full-length reviews. Entrée prices 


are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant 
hours, credit-card policy, and liquor informa- 


| tion are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


| JJ. POLEY’S CAFE | 117 East 


Berkeley St, Boston | 617.728.9101 | 
$9-$17 | This ancient dive has tipped 
slightly in the upscale-bistro direc- 


| tion, producing a pleasant mix of 


big portions, moderate prices, and 
surprising touches, such as a cum 
in-pepper sauce on corned beef and 
cabbage. In general, you want to go 
with Irish pub food here, though 
the thin-crust pizza is quite com 
petitive. Have a draught Cuinness 
instead of dessert — half the price, 
half the calories 

TAAM CHINA | 423 Harvard St, 
Brookline | 617.264.7274 | $8-$19 | The 
best glatt kosher Chinese food ever 
served in greater Boston, which isn't 
saying much, but is saying something, 
especially if you catch the ginger-beef 
savor of the peking Ravioli, the excel 
lent chou yo kew of fresh white fish 
and vegetables, or the sautéed string 
beans. The deep-fried food, such 

as General Gau’s chicken, is pretty 
good, but lacks the crunch of the 
gluten fritters at Chinese and Viet 
namese vegan places nearby. Still, 
you can make the kosher guy in the 
group really happy, and no one else 
will really mind. Closed Friday nights 
and Saturdays (and jewish holidays), 
so plan your visit. 

TANGO | 464 Mass Ave, Arlington 
| 781.443.9000 | $10-$30 | Tango has 
good steaks, a mixed grill that's 
really mixed, a rather authentic 
empanada, outstanding lamb 
chops, and fun salads and des 
serts. Oh yes, it also has a truly 
outstanding list of Argentine red 
and white wines. It isn’t quite like 
going to Buenos Aires for dinner, 
but it’s not a bad place to show off 
the pictures from your trip, and it 
makes for a fun night out in any 
hemisphere 

RESTAURANT MARLIAVE | 10 
Bosworth St, Boston | 617.422.0004 
| $39-$45 | Perhaps one of the last 
big-splurge places we'll see for a 
while. The upstairs dining rooms of 
the revamped 132-year-old Marliave 
feature everything done in multipie 
variations. Appetizers and desserts 
are all duos and trios, and every 
main course is actually a pasta or 
risotto version followed by a typi- 
cal entrée. Eve's Carden Salad was 
the clear pick of the appetizers. All 
the entrées were great, even the 
token vegetarian selection of wild- 
mushroom lasagna, followed by 
wild-mushroom pot pie. Desserts 
are divided by flavors: our critic pre- 
ferred chocolate over vanilla. 
ERBALUCE | 69 Church St, Boston 

| 617.426.6969 | $17-$29 | Erbaluce 

has some unusual spices and herbs, 
uncommon ingredients, and novel 
combinations, but an all-Italian focus 
grounds chef Charles Draghi's distinc 
tive approach, and a well-organized 
waitstaff can translate. You'll want to 
remember that mormora is a flavor 
ful Mediterranean sea bass, and that 
razor clams can be sandy. You won't 
have any problen 


yicking out the 
late gianduja for dessert. And 
you won't fill up too much, either, 
ce the sauces run on vegetable es 
sernces rather than butter, cream, or 
olive oi. Innovative all-Italian wine 
list, too. 

Continued on p 20 
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Continued from p 19 
ROADHOUSE CRAFT BEER & BAR- 
BECUE | 1700 Beacon St, Brookline 
617.487.4289 | $12-$21 | The real 
news at this Publick House spinoff 
is that onetime giant Vinny T.'s has 
been set up with 40 (yes, four-oh 
taps of the finest American craft 
beers (and a few Belgians). The 
cue part needs some adjust 
nents, but we're confident about 
the meltingly te t brisket, and 
surprisingly enthusiastic about 
the deep-fried baby-back ribs. The 
peper side dish is sweet-potato 
fries. There are no desserts or take 
out, and not a lot of décor, but this 
is a Mecca for beer aficionados. 
Okay, not a Mecca — a Dublin? 
They're American craft brews, so 
maybe a Seattle. 
WINSOR DIM SUM CAFE | 10 Tyler 
St, Boston | 617.338.1688 | $2-$17 | 
Winsor is the place to have dim sum 
when you know enough not to need 
to point at the dishes you want. In- 
stead of the rolling carts of smacks, 
this small upstairs restaurant cooks 
everything to order, and serves dim 
sum into the evening, along with a 
good menu of Cantonese and Hong 
Kong seafood. Don't miss shrimp 
dumplings, spicy salted (fried) 
seafood, lobster with ginger and 
scallion, and, for a green vegetable, 
yu choy. 
BOKX 109 | 399 Grove St (Hotel indigo), 
Newton | 617.454.3399 | $28-$80 | BOKX 
has a lot of mixed metaphors for an 
he suburbs , 
but the service is excellent and you 
won't go wrong with fried calamari, 
crab cakes, scallops, a steak (or even 
better, a veal chop re red-velvet 
cupcakes for dessert. Because it's in a 
hotel, you can wear anything 
MACHU PICCHU CHARCOAL 
CHICKEN 6 GRILL | 25 Union Square, 
Somerville | 617.623.7972 | $6-$14 
Cheap Peruvian food, with both ex- 
otic and meat-and-potatc Des di shes 
s brined rotisserie 


upscale steak house ir 


, and 


space between tables 


makes it fancier than your average 


mt, as well 


= 


THE 


Josephs Two 
Classic Italian-American and diner 
fare with superfluous apostrophes 


It's tough to be a punctuation stickler who writes about restaurants. Restaurateurs fre- 
quently add nonsensical possessives (at Soya’s in Nev ton, i suspect there's no Mr. Soya). 
Where they don't, diners “No, worse, “How about 
Chez Henri's?”). josephs Two in Waltham apparently presents a new solecism: no apostro- 
phe where one actually belongs. Shouldn't that be Josep! wo? Actually, no: father joseph 
is the GM, son joseph is the chef. Punctuational propriety sed, I'm able to relax and 
enjoy their broad American-and Italian-American menu 

Lines snake out the door weekends anticipation heaping breakfasts like the 
($8.25), with crisp corned-beef hash, rly poached eggs, toast, and flap- 
jacks French toast (all very good) and sweet), the popular Cape 
Codder ($6.95), featuring terrific cranberry pancake with two eggs plus bacon, ham, 
sausage. Sassy, bluff servers accentuate the old-school, no-frills atmosphere. 

The lunch/dinner menu features daily array blue-plate specials ($8.79) like Yankee 
pot London broil. The advertised flank, lacks the expected chewiness and 
flavor, but is heiped by grilled peppers and onions. Roth are served atop fantastic, lumpy 
mashed potatoes. These are modest, substantial, and genuine bargains, especially 
with the accompanying warm loaves of Italian bread and pats of real butter. An overflow- 
ing cup superb split-pea soup loaded with ham (99 cents) essential Fresh 
touches like these make easy occasional er-cutting, like fake syrup. 

three-course special ($16.95 for two, served Friday and Saturday from pm) 
must seem especially weicome these days, with.a green salad or soup (with more home- 
made-tasting options like-corn chowder and pasta choice entrée from seven 
blue plates (includ ng fine housemade chicken pot pie, egep! ant/pepper parmesan, chicken 
Cacciatore, or broiled scrod), and dessert (pie, cake, or pudding) Excel lent filter coffee ($1.95) 
and fresh ($3.25) stand out among the options. There’s even worthy 
1/3-pound cheeseburger with rather good fries onion rings. 

With room reminiscent worn budget ski lodge, one mistake Two 
for a date place, but its food is the real cheap-eats deal, and far better than the fare served 


at most diners with hipper atmosphere. It’s the kind of place about which you might even 
get a little possessive 


se 


sT 
appea 


nts 
1S. 


corn 


JOSEPHS TWO, located 805 Main Street, Waltham, open Monday 
through Thursday, from 3:30 pm; Friday, from pm; 
3:30 Call 781.899.4754. 


EXCHANGE 
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XCITING 500 PEOPLE 150 AGILITY 


Zero Down, Payments Interest for Months While Supplies Last. Choose Your Own Path. 


kymcousa.com “All NEW KYMCO Scooters and Motorcycles: No down payment, 6 months deferred interes! & payments followed by 7.9% APR. interest charges will be assessed trom 
purchase date if amount financed ts not paid in full within 6 months. Subject to credit approval. Terms & conditions apply. See Sheffield Card Holder agreement. Higher rates and down Pub Set KYMCO Dealer Name, Address 


Examples not dealer presaration and Phone Number Here. 


Only One Thing Could Make Your Decision Ride KYMCO Scooter During These Record-Setting Gas Prices Smarter. 
That Would Buying Right Now! Purchase New KYMCO Scooter From Now Until December 31, 2008 and Pay Nothing 


Parkway 


Cycles! 128 Greater Boston Motorsports Parkway Cycle 

107 Brimbal Ave. 1098 Mass. Ave. 1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
Beverly, MA01915 Arlington, 02476 Everett, 
800-464-2925 Phone: 781-648-1300 617-389-7000 
www.cycles128.com Fax: 781-646-4920 www.parkwaycycle.com 


www.greaterbostonmotorsports.com 


| 
3 


— 


www.thephoenix.com 
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AUTOMOTIVE 


MOTORCYCLES_ScooTERs 


2003 H-D 

Softail Fatboy 100th Anniver 
sary 5356 miles, Exterior: Red 
price $5800 contact me for 
pictures 23elzey@gmail.com 
(410)670-7920 


BUY_ 
SELL_ 
TRADE 


CompuTers_Tech 


GET A NEW COMPUTER 
Brand Name laptops & desk 


tops. Bad or NO Credit - No 


biem! Smallest weekly 


payments available. [tis yours 


Now Cali 800-803-8819 


AAN CAN 


EMPLOYMENT 


Customer Service 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVES 


Wanted to work full time or 


part time. Mon-Fri. 9am-Spm 
For more info. call: 1-888- 
556-2574 


Generar 


$600 WEEKLY POTEN- 
TIALSS$ 


Helping the Government PT. No 


Experience, No Selling. Cail: 1 


888-213-5225 Ad Code L-5. VO 
in Maryland and South Dakota. 
(AAN CAN) 


IBARTEND!!! 


$300/day potential. No exp nec 
Training provided. 800-965- 
6520 X276 


DATA ENTRY PROCES- 
SORS NEEDED 

Earn $3,500-$5,000 Weekly 
Working fromHome! Guaranteed 
Paychecks! No Experience 
Necessary! Positions Available 
Today! Register Online Now! 
http://www. DataPositions 
com (AAN CAN) 


EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 

EARN $75 - $200 HOUR. Media 
Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV 
Film, Fashion. One week class 
Stable job in weak economy 
Details at http://www.Me 
diaMakeupArtists.com 310- 


364-0665 (aan can) 
SSSHELP WANTEDS$$ 


Earn Extra income as 
sembling CO cases from 
Home CALL OUR LIVE 
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800- 
405-7619 ext. 150 wow 


easywork-greatpay.com AAN 
CAN 
MASTER OF FINE ARTS 

n TV Production / Master of 


Science in Media Stud: 


York City. Visit http 


tvr.org (AAN CAN 


WRITERS WANTED 

The Academy for Alternative 
journalism, established by pa 
pers like this one to promote d 

versity in the alternative press 
seeks talented journalists and 
students (college seniors and 
up) for a paid summer writ 
ing program at Northwestern 
University’s Medill School of 
journalism. The eight-week pro 
gram (june 21 - Aug. 16, 2009) 
aims to recruit talented candi- 
dates from diverse backgrounds 
and train them in alt-weekly 
style feature writing. Ten partic 

pants will be chosen and paid 
$3,000 plus housing and travel 
allowances. For information and 
an application visit http: //alt 
journalism.org. You may email 
us at altacaderny@northwest 
ern.edu. Applications must be 
postmarked by Feb. 13, 2009. 
Northwestern University is an 
equal opportunity educator and 


MODELING 


MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED 

Earn $180 to $300 Per Day. Ali 
Looks, Types, and Ages. Feature 
Films, Television, Commercials 
and Print. No Experience Nec 
essary. 1-800-340-8404 «2205 


(AAN CAN) 


SALES_MARKETING 


IMMEDIATE OPENING 

For full time accountant/sales 
rep. One year in the field of ac 
counting or sales is required 
Submit resume via email to hir 


ing00010@gmail.com 


Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Department 

SUFFOLK Division Docket 
No. 08P2426AD1 

in the Estate of WIL 
LIAM T. O'LEARY 


Late of BOSTON 
in the County of SUFFOLK 
Date of Death April 1, 2008 


NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATOR 


To all persons interested in the 
above captioned estate, a petition 


has been presented praying that 
TIMOTHY FLAHERTY of ALLSTON 
in the County of SUFFOLK and 
JAMES WALKER of MALDEN in 
the County of MIDDLESEX or some 
other suitable person be appointed 
Co-administrators of said estate 
to serve with corporate surety. 


YOU OESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO, YOU OR YOUR AT 
TORNEY MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID COURT 
AT BOSTON ON OR BEFORE TEN 
OCLOCK IN THE FORENOON 
(10:00 AM) ON january 8, 2009. 


WITNESS, HON. JOHN M. SMOOT. 
ESQUIRE, first justice of said Court 
at BOSTON this day, December 9. 
2008. Richard lannella, Register 
of Probate. 


Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Department 

SUFFOLK Division Docket 
No. 95P0216GI2 

in the Matter of BEA 
TRICE ELLSBREE 
of BRIGHTON 
in the County of SUFFOLK 


NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN OF MEN- 
TALLY ILL PERSON 


To BEATRICE ELLSBREE of 
GHTON in the County of SUF 
FOLK, . her heirs apparent or 
presumptive, a petition has been 
filed in the above captioned mat 
ter alleging that said BEATRICE 
ELLSBREE of BRIGHTON in the 
County of SUFFOLK is a mentally 
i person and praying that some 
other suitable person be appointed 
guardian, to serve without surety 


of the person - and property 
with the authority to treat with 


antipsychotic medications in ac 


cordance with the treatment plan 


DESIRE TO OBjECT 


THERETO, YOU OR YOUR AT 
TORNEY MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
AT BOSTON ON OR BEFORE 
O'CLOCK IN THE FOREN 
(10:00 AM) ON March 5, 2009 


WITNESS, HON. JOHN M. SMOOT, 
ESQUIRE, First justice of said Court 
at BOSTON this day, December 18. 
2008. Richard lannella, Register of 
Probate 


Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Department 

SUFFOLK Division Docket 


No. 08P2564GIi 

in the Matter Of joc 
ELYN VALENTIN 
of ALLSTON 


in the County of SUFFOLK 


NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN OF MENTAL- 
LY ILL PERSON 


To JOCELYN VALENTIN of ALLSTON 
in the County of SUFFOLK and 
heirs apparent or presumptive 
@ petition has been filed in the 
above captioned matter alleging 
that said JOCELYN VALENTIN of 
ALLSTON in the County of SUF 
FOLK is a mentally ill person and 
praying that some suitable person 
be appointed guardian, to serve 
without surety of the person - and 
property - with the authority to 
administer antipsychotic medica- 
tions in accordance with the treat 
ment pian - with the authority to 
monitor the administration of 
antipsychotic medication in ac 
cordance with the treatment pian 


YOU OESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO. YOU OR YOUR AT 
TORNEY MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID COURT 
AT BOSTON ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O'CLOCK IN THE FORENOON 
(10:00 AM) ON JANUARY 22, 2008. 


WITNESS, HON. JOHN M. SMOOT, 
ESQUIRE, First justice of said Court 
at B80 IN this day, December 15. 
2008. Richard ja:.nella, Register of 


Probate 


WELLNESS 


Licenseo Massace 
THERAPY 


BEIJIN BODYWORKS 
MASSAGE 


1315A Mass Ave 
Arlington, MA 
Certified & Professional 


617-460-3024 


“*BELMONT** 
** MASSAGE** 


Special for the 


Season 
Body Zen 
238 Trapelo Rd Belmont 


617-484-1788 


GREAT MASSAGE 
Michael in Savin Hill 
$75/ HR or $90/90 min 
617-504-3131 Creait 


Cards accepted. www.mas 
sagedall. com 


OLIVIA'S GARDEN 
PARADISE 
Massage / Swiss / 
Sportz / Tantric 
(93/16) 


617-747-4461 


ORIENTAL THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE 

226 «Arlington St Wol 
laston/Quincy, MA 02170 


(617)479-8851 


HYPNOTHERAPY 


BROOKLINEHYPNOSIS. 

1-866-BackSub or 1-866-222 
5782. Lose weight, stop de 
pression, stop smoking, Self 


confidence, etc 


SHOWBIZ_ 
ARTS 


Gics 


MUSIC PRODUCER 
Seeks Singers/Bands. Serious 


Projects only. www.CryingSky. 


com 800-759-0841 


SINGER AVAILABLE 

Tenor singer, 38 y/o looking for 
a Startup a cappella project 
Oldies, Boys, Classic Rock/Pop 
or Classic Rock band. Good 
looks and strong voice. Mark 
(978) 979-8908 


REHEARSAL SPACE 


SOUND MUSEUM 

We beat all prices. Play where 
the Pros Play 24hr access. Loca 
tions: Allston, Boston, Brigh 
ton, So. End. 617-423-4959 


www.soundmuseum.net 


NEW RESIDENTIAL MASTERPIECE MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY. 


| 

| 

| Directions: Take Route | t the Lynn St/Saugus exit. Alterra is directly visible from highway and | 
| 


10 of a mile off ramp 


BUILDING 


INTRODUCING THE 
OVERLOOK RIDGE. 


STUDIO, ONE AND 
TWO BEDROOM 
RENTALS AVAILABLE 


www.alterraoverlook.com 


ASK ABOUT OUR 
CONSTRUCTION INCENTIVES 


ROSELAND 


866-639-5380 


REAL 
ESTATE 


APARTMENTS_RENTALS 


All NEW 2BR HEAT INCL 

$1200 

Renovated Large 2BR apart- 
ment. Hardwood/tile, DW, W/D 
in apt, off st. parking. Great Lo 
cation near Payson Park/Back 


Cove. 773-4161 


READVILLE - HYDE PARK 
Single family home, 3 bdrm, 
modern kitchen, granite/stain 
less steel, finished basement 
1.5 baths, huge driveway, gigan- 
tic backyard, quiet neighbor 


hood, walk to T. $1800/month. 


617-797-6450 


ROOMMATES 


Rooms AVAILABLE 


SOMERVILLE 

Seeks a nonsmoker, kid 
friendly, female student or 
professional to rent bdrm, by 
appt. only. Serious inquiries 
only. $550/mth Avail. Nov Ist 


Call: 617-276-6678 


HARBOR 


www. harborviewnavyyard.com 


VIEW 


WEST NEWTON 

Avail. ASAP. Prof. m/f room 
mate wanted to share a nice 2 
bdrm apt. in a 2 family house in 
W.Newton. The apt is clean and 
sunny with a large kitchen, liv 
ing room, backyard with hard 
wood floors and D/W, some 
storage and free parking. The 
apt. is close to all stores the 
commuter rail and bus stops 
and is located in a nice area. The 
rent is $600 plus some utilities. 
The living climate is low key and 
respectful, please call for fur- 
ther info. 617-859-3310 


Rooms WanTED 


ALL AREAS - ROOM- 
MATES.COM 

ALL AREAS ROOMMATES 
COM. Browse hundreds of on 
line listings with photos and 
maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit 
http://www.Roommates.com 
(AAN CAN) 


Body Rub 
Asian Body Work 
Massage Therapy 


Hot Stone 
(licensed) 


SERVICES 
OFFERED 


ApopTion 


PREGNANT? CONSIDER- 
ING ADOPTION? 

Talk with caring agency special- 
izing in matching Birthmothers 
with Families nationwide. LIV- 
ING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abbyis One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6293. (AAN CAN) 


Enucation 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 

Fast, Affordable & Accred 
ited FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 
1-888-583-210 wow conti 


nentalacademy.com (AAN CAN) 


INTRODUCING THE NEWEST 
BUILDING AT HARBORVIEW 


Located in the heart of the 
Charlestown Navy Yard. 


NEW RESIDENTIAL MASTERPIECE 


HISTORIC 


A premier community in ¢ 


Harborview 


ACKDROP 


of the nation’s first shipyards 


becomes the ultimate destination, beautifully set on the Boston waterfront 


Harborvies 


spe 


It's 224 luxury waterfront apartments with sleek European- 
influenced interiors and walls of windows for s 


ctacular views. And it's a 
tabulous lifestyle featuring essential servic 


Ss and delightful diversions— 


your waterfront retreat in a neighborhood full of the delicacies of modern life 
all just minutes away from downtown Boston 


Studio, one and two bedroom and penthouse deluxe rentals available 


with one parking space included. Starting at $2,000. 


ROS 


BUILDING VISIONARY LIFESTYLE 


www rose 
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THERAPEUTIC 


BEAUTIFUL 
ASIAN GIRL 


al Therapeutic Massa 


MEDITATION TEACHER 


AVAILABLE at Yourself 


Bobby MacKeil, practitioner of 


Downtown 


857-294-9161 


transcendental meditation 33 


years. instruction in Boston 


vy. Must abstain from alco 


Grug use 3 days prior to 


tion. $1,000 fee. 6T7- 


CHINESE BEST 
MASSAGE 


5 Knapp St, Boston 
Chinatown, MA 


MASSAGE 


*Swedish massage 


7 Days/Week 
10am-8:30pm 


*Deep tissue massage 


*Hot Stone Massage 


*Well trained therapists 
*Women and men dients welcome 


*Therapeutic only 
32 South ST, Suite 302 


} We look forward to providing you 
| with quality chiropractic care 


Health spa 


crub- Sauna 


Relax in Head to Toe Luxury 
Steam Room & Exercise Room “ 
Cold Tub & Hot Tab Jacuzzis 
Call for Appointment 
Walk ins Welcome 
Men & Women 


n 7 Days a Week 


All Major Credit Cards 


www ChoisHealthSpa.com 


781-231-0606 


184 Broadway. Rt | North. Saugus 


RELAX TIME 

Auburn St. Massage Health 

Watertown, 
617-393-9777 


days 


72 Kneeland St 
Suite 405 
Boston, MA 
(Chinatown) 


617-595-3676 
By Appointment Only 


617-689-0060 


21 School Street, Quincy 
FREE PARKING 


10am-9pm 
Fully Licensed 


Licensed 


LOCAL DATELINE 


Listen to 1000's of Local pon «fl FREE! 
Boston 
617.338.9990 


Gay 
617.423.6666 


FREE code 9582 


For other cities call 


(888) MegaMates 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ ©2008 Pciic 


ORIENTAL 
MASSAGE 


258 Elm St. 
Davis 
617 381 4850 


WALTHAM, Massage Spa 


Foot Massage and Body Work 


617 926 2188 


115 Mt. Auburn Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
7 Days 10 A.M. to 10 P.M. 
www. sakuramassagespa.com 


Fully Licensed 


DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 


CHINAMASSAGE 
617-773-4658 


299 Newroer Ave. 


Quacy,MA 
(Rica ACROSS FROM THE 
Wox.aston T stanion) 


LILY 


acon ST, Watertown 02472 


CHINESE TUINA 


MASSAGE 
617-935-5636 


657 Frankdin 
Framingham MA 01754 


SHIATSU MASSAGE 
REJUVENATION 
AND RELAXATION 


GOLDEN WATER 


Massage Therapist 


Private rooms 
Retaxing special body 
rub & full body massage 
New young Asian girl 
2 Wollaston Ave 
MA 


www massageinquincy.com 


617-847-8988 


You're not 
the kind of 
person to 
stand around 
the water 
cooler telling 
everyone 
what an 
incredible 
weekend you 
had. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


781-648-1358 


Thai Massage Style 


400 Mass Ave Unit | 
Arlington, MA 


Hot Spring 
Beauty 
Massages 
Facials 
Nails 
Waxing 


A Washington St 
Newton, MA 


617-527-1430 


Offering professional massage and 
body work provided licensed 


masseuse. Conveniently located 


ASIAN THAI MAS: 


> 


WALTHAM WELLNESS 


828 Mass Ave ~ Arlington 


30am- 10pm Daily 


SAGE 


Massage 
617-599-9863 
398 Trapelo Rd 


Get touch 


ANSWER 


1_Call 617.450.8620 
1.800.232.4581 and use 
major credit debit card 


Call 1.900.226.4492 
only $2.39/minute. 18+ 


PLACE YOUR OWN 


1_Call 1.800.310.5995 call 
our hour automated service 
617.859.3283 


h. GUIDELINES F 


fn. 2131288 
FRIEND ANO LOVER 


home Looking for a 


SINGLE MOM e 
area 


BLUE-EVED BRUNETTE 


WF average 


and ‘Tr289398 


i THE 1 FOR ME? 
mother, 33. legally 


LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP 


ee | enjoy walks along the beach, eat 


possible LTR Worcester EP195299 
WELL-EDUCATED 


wmportant. {283780 


SENSE OF HUMOR A MUST 
lender and athietx 
thon runners. eryay 


ing out. keeping Nealttry 


more. Seeking very 


travel Seeking weet read 
Renars 
who Cares about the envi 


likes the Patnots. 


YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE 
have fun with me 48year old, attrac 


Gl. JANE SEEKS JOE 


maybe more Ni 


seeks fnendshup fir 


RUNS WITH SCISSORS _ 


6s. conociast interested in the 


CHECK ME OUT 


smoker, artist. enjoys 


aware 


and beachwalling Seek 
SWM 3 


terests Mensch a piu. 926274 
BACK AND BETTER ‘ 


yetty wath lots 


TAKE A CHANCE! FRIENDSHIP & ROMANCE 


SEEKS A CREEK MAN 


'D LIKE TO MEET You 


PLYMOUTH AR 
v ARE YOU THE ONE? 


4 


SOUTH SHORE 

SWF 46, blonde/green, 
overweight looking to meet a down: 
to-earth respectful man, height and 


slighty 


werent is likes to 
walk. Look f inter 
ested please 
SOBER 

VF SO. seek 
er no @ relation 
shup. | like dogs. movies. 


travel. Please be employed. and 


great sence of humer ‘215987 
ATTRACTIVESLONDE 


ave 


S7, 5'2". full-figured, non-smoker 
es dining out, rm travetine 
ATTRACTIVE 
WF SO Complexion 
ne 
PRETTVINPORTLAND 
Drofessional SWF. $4, seeks SWM 
60, for fu possible 
walk ancing 
‘T245089 
ATTRACTIVE SCORPIO 
Attractive OWF, $3, short. brown 
wn, seeks companionshig 
WM. wax anng and 
as | am for long-term relavion 
Ae. TP187491 
DEVOTED CARING WOMAN 
Attractive SWF, 35, S'8”. long brown 
fuds. honest. land.affechonate. good 
hearted. enjoys cooking, nature trave 


in/out. bowling, q 


seeking Nonest. canng gentiema 
for possible long-term relationship 
‘Tr283104 

ATTRACTIVE ITALIAN WOMAN 

WF. S{looks 45) really 
vender, ft, nx widren. N. 


drinker, homeowner, financially and 
emotionally secure. wath mar 


ests. seeks DWM. 


background, for LT 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 

wncere intelligent. sensitive and very 
canng interests include people mu 
Sic. philosophy, cooking: looking for a 


gentiemar with qualities You 
won't be disappointed. Thank you 


LOOKING FOR A MATE 

BF seeks someone exciting sponta 
neous. a 
venturous. who likes travel and more 


inteliectually stimulatir 


to be my someone special 25-40 
Romantx sim. blonde SWF 40-some 
thing, enjoys music, beaches, dining 
romance Seeking attractive, i 
shape S/OWM, 45-55, medium-athiet 
for senous. romantx relation 
sp. TP472769 
METRO WEST GAL 
WF 6D. pretty. canng, ferrunine out 
wing weet 
x. outdoors, interesting, talk 
walls and Red Sox 
MY LOVELY SELF 
ae a chocolate complexion, 'm lov 
ard supportive 
ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
gle wornan seeking a 
who thes es togethe 
and mon 
MED STUDENT 
Africas 
ent for dating 
wie. 1271649 
TAKE A LOOK 
lady 41 teen, 
carte: SM. to shave life 
7248733 


ple ways meet them! 
with phone chat, text live 1-on-1, web 


ANYONE OUT THERE? 

Caring, kind SF, 70, living on the South 
Shore, 120ibs. tired of being alone 
enjoys walks, beaches. dining and long 
drives. Seeking happy.loving gentleman 


65-70, to share 


loves the finer 


EDUCATED VIOLINIST 
WF 


7109705 
LOTS OF LOVE AND PASSION 


Attractive SWPF. 48, N, tetheent 
erioys 
LOVING 
Blonde SWF earty 60s m, S'S, out 
going, looking for a loving, honest. out 
4 who enjoys dining 


travel, movie: 
wea 

TAKEALOOK 
WPF, 35. S brown/ haze! 

soccer the bea 
skiing, watching sports. Looking for 


simmilas SWPM, 27-40, S'9"+, toshare 


the good times in life BP200158 


39.59" attractive, looking for hon 
est. successful mate 

ality, for relationship. Call if y 

neet and taik! 24962 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
F, 57. blonde/bive, 1S4ibs, er 

reading long walks movies. coffee 
ple pleasures 


Seeking a 
hike interests fortnend 


ates 79251291 
wii ir ee you? 


mice guy 


ship, fun anc 


SWF, 42 RN, mom. blonde/brown, 
enjoys beaches, walks, sports, 
dancing, mowes and more. Looking for 


loving, outgoing fun man who enjoys 
thesame. for fnendship. good times. 
possible EP253406 


AVAILABLE, BUIT NOT. 
desperate BF looking for that special 


someone. 46-48, who not afraid to 
give love a second chance One who 
has his pnonties together. N/S. N. 
respectful, no childrer 
7258983 


VERY ATTRACTIVE 

130ibs, in great shape, Born 
hnstian. independent. looking 
for an attractive. independent man. 28 


40, who loves Cod. 


WHAT'S UP? 
WM 2@ blue-green eye 7 ooking 
for a 19-24 for fun and fnend 


ship. possibly more 261082 


VERY YOUTHFUL FOR MY ACE 
NIWF, dag owner/lover 
enjoys Classical music. mon 


BFS 


ature 


reading playing 


woodland wales, 


sightseeing, 
affecvonate 


65-80, N/S. N/D. to share 


for fnendstup. possibly 
nore 1602372 
SEEKING EMPLOVED MAN 


F 40 looking for Nonest. nice mar 


40-50. who likes children. getting out 


anc beng active TP263996 
SMART AND SINCLE 


‘7390061 
VERY CARING 

walks. animals. bowling 

gout more TP266249 

HONEST WOMAN 
4 hikes Cooking, at home anc 
for possible 
FRIENDSHIP FIRST 


ersonals 


FURTING WITH FORTY 
SWF, 39, attractive, plus-sized. irtelli- 
gent and fun-loving seeks SBM, 35-55. 
who ts honest. hardworking and down- 
to-earth 


SPONTANEOUS 
Outgoing, fun-loving SWF, $3, N/S.N/D. 
N/Drugs. hurnorous. likes outdoors. din- 
ing movies, sports. Seeking possible LTR 
with SWM, 48-60. 8277327 


HI GUYS 

Attractive, active SWF. 66, shapely, 
likes, travel, dancing, movies, cycling 
walks and more. Looking for active 
SW, 5'9"+ to share the goodtimes in 


SEXY SWF... 

37, 5'9", brown/brown, 190ibs, educated 
mother, looking to meet a new and in 
ng BM, 35-42. who enjoys mov 


and more. %278113 
100% PUERTO RICAN 


HF. 36, BBW 
who will love me fr 


DOMINICAN WOMAN 
Educated SHF. 


loves God 


life, Seek 
nterests 279266 

GOOD GIRL 

SHF, enjoys exercise walks and mo 
mantic evenings at home. cooking and 
more. Looking for guy. 
vat 1779692 
HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 


46 


ving with me. seeks LTR 
VM, 36-48. 
ARE YOU OUTSPOKEN? 


amaican woman, enjoys readir 


EVENINGS at 


Would like to meet 
yth man, 28-44, with a 
enor. T283671 

LOVELY HISPANIC FEMALE... 


41, 125Ibs, brown/brown, no ch 


dren, looking for a 


earth mar 


TAKEACHANCE 
Widowed WF. 33. eryoys jogging. boat 


ides. playing golf and tennis. Looking 


Die rela 


THE REAL MEANING 
of love, music 

prevents us munor things 
Good-ooking stender 
sensual. fnendly, creative 


joys beaches. forest: 


ature, science 


move: 
NPR/PBS, more, and favorite Bach 
for celebrating 
Wealistic, spicy, natural.tnm optimist 

ONE OF A 
Jrique big-nearted very giving lov 
able, full of Wife, positive 45. 
wants the love of my life to share and 
are_ Tons of fun and tau 
Grsappowted EP267345 
GIVE ME ACALL! 

SWIM, 48, S10" smoker, professional 
hopes to meet a nice guy, 30-65. b 
go Out and share good times togeth 


Tr296758 
‘SIMPLE KINO OF MAN 


45. non-smoker booze 
ard drug-free for JSyears, SW” mus 
culas, fit, intelligent, talkative. pas 
wonate and adventurous. seetung S. 
25-50, HWP. to go to dinner and 


happiness 


dancing watch momes together whule 


noiding hands. cuddie weth at 


SEEKING RELATIONSHIP 


60s, bright. caring at 
seeks his erpart 
petite retationshup 
woman, 60-70, for all the ¢ 
NICE GUY 
aM 2008s, likes bewg outdoor 


woman tb spe and have 
‘7301921 
NEW BEDFORD AREA A- 
try WM, 44 seek 
try dancing 
tree 
poking, long 
fersation aus thee 
for tnenc 
MUSICIAN LOOKING 
My name is Ceonge. 47 | am a profes 
180lbs. | have 
and Dhue eye 
ming tortner 
mpanonship, maybe me 


‘SW, SO, 5°10", likes sports, karaoke. 
Looking for SB/HF, 45-49, height/ 
weight proportionate. independent. 
with a job, for possible relationship. 
Let's talk! 


ARTIST 

BM. likes drawing. painting and more 
Wouid like to meet a very nice, honest. 
down-to-earth, fit woman, 30-55. | en- 
joy tennis, art museurns, cooking and 
romance. TF300104 


WAN LEGGY VEGGIE 

SBM, 35, 1S0ibs, non-smoker, veg- 
etanian, musik lover, quiet. cute, classy. 
tasteful, mannerly, enjoys cooking 
cleaning, movies. sports.exercise. long 
drives. Seeking beautiful. sensual. fair 
skinned female, non-smoker, vegetar 
ian. with great legs! £F301481 


KINO AND GENUINE 

Communicative, extroverted, affection 
ban, artsy, and very funny 
onsidered very good-looking, 
s 47. Seeking SWF, 40-55, to bemny 
future best friend. She is kindest to her 


self and kind to others. 49112555 


WITH MY LOVE 

WM, 43, black hair, brown eyes, th 
dimples in cheeks, radio deejay. eny 
dining out. dancing momes. holding 
with someone special Seeking 
WF 43-37, with similar interests. Pea 


body MA. 
GENUINE ARTICLE 


aring down-to-earth SV 
movies, 
seeks outgoing, cute, kind 


10 laugns easily 


NW BOSTON SUBURBS 
WM. young 605, nice persor 


and vattelligent ative 
aee open in same area 
SINCERE, GOODHEART 


smoker, seeks 
35. smoker, for long-term ret 


ke big 
beach 


peeking good-hurnored. ‘acai 


HONESTY A MUST 
ST 
looking for a serious. 


honest WF 


170ibs, 
30-43, for relationship 
like bowling, walks. 


more 
SELF-EMPLOVED 
BM, 
momes, travel and more 
Asian female, 48-65. for long-term re 
ationstup 


SWM, 44, likes outdoors, the beach 
dancing, Seeking SWF, 28+, attractive 
inteligent. affectionate. kind. lads ok 


for fnendship and more 


HANDSOME OUTCOINC 

bom 
again SWCM, non-smoker, 63", 220iibs, 
shaved head. goatee. green eyes. seeks 


SF 28-63. non-smoker 


spontaneous. independent 


SEEKING MY QUEEN 


SBM, 33, 62" medium build, loves 
cooking, dining, movies. clubs, church 


‘Tr285768 


VERY INDEPENDENT 
SBM, 22. looking for a 18-25 


who enjoys mowes. dancing and more 

know how to treat a woman and 
promise you won't be disappo;nted! 
| eryoymowes, dancing drawing etc 


7288377 
DOWN-TO-EARTH 


Easygoing outgoing personable. char 
200s. 
green eves. bom again. loolangtor 


smatic. firtatious. tall. dark 
some SWM, 45. 67 


SF. 27-44, 


SEEKS SECOND HALF 
BWM, 43. 67 


youthful, down-to-earth. land. 

tual musician seeks artiste fernale 
gunterpart. 2 ‘1253661 

ARE YOU MY MATCH? 

WM 40. 140ibs, physically fit and 
ve likes Mountain Dek 


hocks 


interests 

FRIEND AND LOVER 
Handsome WPM. 190ibs 
non smoke seeks the company of 
attractive female. for accasional din 
snversations. etc Race 
on ds ok T291231 
ARE WE A MATCH? 

NM. brown/biue 
me hanging out. bars. taking 
beaches Seelang similar 


WORTH A SHOT 


Ds. brown/biue. not a Bad took 


ME Quy free hon 
est. great SOH/personality, 
poker player Enjoys working out Well 


teligert. articulate in 


someone who has 


mand taking 


8-48 Because of 


am 6, educated 


all bowling, walks on the 


home-cooked 


‘Tr270796 


dark. brown. 
goatonented 


movies and 


educated. enjoys going tc 


Looking fur 


SB/HF, 25-28, no kids, social 
Gninikes, smoker, to spend timetogetner 


very attractive 


Looking tor SWF 


dstance. that 


MR. CLEAN 

SWM, 58, S'8” 130ibs, non-smoker, 
light drinker, health conscious germa- 
phobe, seeking like-minded female for 
long-term relationship | likecooking, 
gardening, biking, walking, dancing 
singing, music, art. science, nature. 


DROP ME A LINE 

SWM, SS, never maried. no kids, 
educated. erjoys reading moves. 
traveling and politics. Seeking edu 
Cated woman, 40-52. with similar inter: 


ests TP181588 


Make aconnection with an educated and 
fit SBPM, 46.love movies. dining 
out oF in, and sports. You are an indeper 
dent. easy-going wornan, 35-50. seeking 
companionship. 213619 


SEEKING FRIENDS FIRST 


42-year-old man, brown hair, blue 
green eyes, S'S” looking t t 
know an ho: woman, 36-42, fi 


friendship, movies, dinners and more 
if you respond, please leave a name 
numiber, and a bnef description. Ail calls 


retumed. 49297281 
INTENTIONS 


NICE GENTLEMAN 
BM. 38, non-smoker, N/Drug 


ing out. the be 


le long-terr ading 
mamage 59 
FITG TRIM 
On the North Shore searchine for a 
ne can adore. If e 


and w ph 
ick 
REALLY WANT MARRIAGE 


looking for marriage with a vob 
tuous. long female | am 


haps we may 


We can be first 
ner. 13299171 


ARE YOU OUTGOING? 
SWM. 38, brown green. ligt 


we like each oth 


shy TP298966 

TALL WOMAN WANTED 

SwM 62 2 bs pepper 
hair, great sense of humor, sensitive 


for 
female Over 


sensual, passionate. Look 
mediurry th 
wath samme 
long-term relaponship “EP282964 
ARE YOU THE ONE? 

Single white male, 53. Drowr 


blue. loolang for a white female. 40-6 
for beaches, taking walks, and more 
Frend: mayoe more 


HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU 

WM, $3. 52 

eryoys bowling 
goud-hurnon 
heart.who saffechonate 
and sexy, tw 
talks, laughter life. tong-tern reta 


Worcester area. TP199839 


WELLO GIRLS! 
Man. 77 oolong f 
senous reiztior 


soft rock 


share dinner dates 


femnate, 60-80. 


Pease be under, and attractive 
Dang happ toyou. | promese 

YOU FOUND ME! 

Attractive SWIM. mud SOs. 
emotionally secure loves al 
pecially jazz and Biues. I'm er 

brand new home Seekingga 


HONEST TO A FAULT 


WM 46 
weudd like to meet a 
30-60, to spend some time toge 
er 17301315 

LET'S TALK 

WM, 23.57" Sent wove 


mowes. look 


yet together wath 
BUTTON-FLY LEVIS 501 


All-Armenc ar top 
erqoys travel Nestory. tore 
dining in t kong 
TUNG, jORHNE reading 
ETS at special pe 
ire we yet assertive 


45-60. for possible 


sincere. good-hearted. 
Looking for 
cal lady wath 


npassonate 


perhaps mamage 


YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 

SWN, 57. 5'9", slender, swimmers body, 
brown/blue. youthful, handsome. ath- 
letic, seeks older SWM, 65-75, slender, 
S'9” or under, easygoing, forfriendship 
and fun times. 439810 
SWIMMER 

GWM, S'TT’, 160iibs, brown/brown, kind: 
hearted. loves old movies, music. seek- 
ing GM, 20-45, who likes kind-heartect 
for dating and relationship. 4253042 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 

GWM, 47, 190ibs, very honest. 
enjoys working out, beaches, walks. 
Seeking companionshyp with sincere 
GM, age/race open, with similar in- 
terests Friendship first. maybe more. 


Gym jock 

40-year-old BM. good-looking, shaved 
head, 180ibs, straight, masculine 
muscular type, into lifting, bilang, run 
ning. Seeking similar in shape WM. 
for friendship. Cambridge /Watertown 


area. 47209790 


tETSHANGOUT! 
VM, 41. 56° 22 


bs, smoker, seeks 


a 2 race is not important 
for friendship lea ion 
ship 1294874 


$8 


ng for another fu 


ALOTTOOFFER 
WM, 54 likes watching movies 


ts, beaches. Seeking SBM, 4 


hildren, looking 
get to know and 
ne with Faend 


NICE GUYS OUT THERE? 

SBM, 46, non-smoker, 6 new to the 
scene, enjoys movies, quiet times. 
Seeking honest, sincere, extremely 
patient SBM, 40-60. to help me expe 
niencethis new aspect of myself Mar 


thes «neyard. 


| NEED TO RELAX 

When | get home, 
tax with someone who can call t 
shots. Prefer an older man but would 
be satisfied with a great personality 
1288333 

ANY NICE GUYS OUT THERE? 

SM. 46. N/S, & new to the scene 
enjoys movies, quiet times. Seeking 
honest. sincere extremely patient 
40-60. to neip me expenence this 
newaspect of myself Martha's Vine- 
yard. 


LET'S ENJOY LIFE 

Romantic, sincere SWF 45, open 
minded to new things. Soft butch 
short blonde haw blue eyes. drug-free 
enyoys momtes, music. dirung-out. qual 
Myconversations with someone special 
Seetung ferrunine drug free. SF 30-55. 
wath interests €P236028 


BEST FRIEND 

GF SB+, seeks same wath sincere, car 

ing Neat. sense of humor a must 

Looking for that special lady in my 
fe Stoneham/North Shore area pre 

tered T64291 

SEEKING A FRIEND 

oF 27 tarnity-onented. easygoing. nme 

spontaneous. romantic and fun. 

ing for sammitar lady to get to know and 


have « good nme P251991 
LOOKING FORAFRIEND 

36. S'S” enjoys outdoor activities 
Seeking SF 35-54. who has a positne 


outiook on ite EP282108 
CET TO KNOW ME! 


BF. 38. smoker, looking for an easy 


SORORITY SISTER 


creative mature 


woman sett assured. sophisticated for 


and TP262428 
SEEKING ACTIVITY PARTNER 


Nowra lookang for 
at partner of just someone 
share ¢ 


named WM 


with | wou 


from you 27277703 


VERY ACTIVE 
ould you dese ) words? 
MORE 
| 17 ; 9. 2 ; ] 
Funtoving OWF, 46 a SB/HM, 29-5) 
ship first. possibly leading toromance 
FREE ADS Free this section are not guaranteed to ‘300762 | 
v vw wy SW). 48s. browr an, Drown eyes with 
ing for SWAA, 45-65, who has feet kids, outgoing like most activities. WM, VM 
— the ground. | worked as bio-chernist est and loyal. Seeks SWF. slim farnity 30-40, who stays in shape, enjoys quiet 
all es and have t me ap place teacher, nurse, security guard and cdertad, warts kids, fun, somant times. and is most importantly, caning 
ement at a ar nes good 
e f or re any ad. Not ai w hazel n voker, seeks handsome. 
for SWM, 29-43, t 
"a down-tO- gal. tall and slender, ship, mayoe more 7300030 
caring, enjoys 40-55, for companionship and more good 
walks on the beach. quiet everungs at horses.mung travel move dining 
the sarne thing term relat wath SWM WM, 35-year-old attractive. physxaliy 
ests VF red/blue. active, creative MEN secxinc 
passionate, furry, likes to read 
walk. dance, go to movies, weekend 
(werent. get aways. etc Seeks asingle man who 
who eryoys travel dancing terests. for casual dating and maybe 
Gentiernan. not about garnes. with very Wependent. non-smoker 
ak, N/S, N/D, for friendship, fun and SE 
intelligent. ed 
59. who knows how to treat a wornar anoeing I 
7. average Ould. wie 
“ atre_ momes. outdoors. art spirituality 
crust! then ever Sanable jewrsh woman. #1 woman. 30-50, who knows how to take 
naceous figure iong naw big dive loves concerts, reading, music. playing 
yet senstne watching sports. fitness. cooking and 
WM w/sense-of “ more Seeking active, compatible inte: 1 seexinc 
now ase 4 of adver ent gentiernan to share lifes adver =e 
ture ‘1220067 tures ‘8253691 
WF $B. non-smoker no children. WF, 40, petite. ne en propo: 63-year-old pretty Kallen, going SF. 45-50, to talk to and get t 
terested in mective SAA tenn ttende tats active great cook, cunous good mer momes. dining out. the beach. know 
smoker for tnendsniy party ffee and good conversat ex dying to meet you and more. Would like to meet a nce 
to 4 “enous retatior ad more Seeking 
son 286807 ke to have fun, taking in live 
shows | atso like 18 30 
Very pretty OWF young-looking 70 to have fun wath y 38. N/Drugs, no heavy drinkers. no dre 
t 
we seeks SM N brown eyes. Looking for sorneone 
momes quet at bs WE 44 likes jaz? musa. as. read profession | Nave 
and financially secure 48 w we Seeing secure SM N mer wath ne attractive and really not into hep hop pas and 
cdrama no head garnes 4S wath interests EP272755 eve me acai TP230275 jockey bret: 301190 4 


Smart, funny 


TRUE ALTERNATIVE 


§ 
q 
x ag 
a 
101.7 


Moon signs 


SYMBOLINE DAI 


the last week 2008, but still feel like 

missed some crucial explanations. How 
exactly did Hillary lose the nomination? How 
can continue afford Iraq? Why oil 
cheap again? How can get mother 

stop fretting over the missing numbers her 
TIAA-Cref statements? (Note all: you have 
wait least 
five months before opening your state- 
ments. Been there, trust me. And finally, 
some thanks lan, Sean, Vanessa, Carly, and 
folks the Phoenix who work this column, 
both paper and electronic. Bring 2009. 


THURSDAY computer make some 


DECEMBER 25 hug 


gm 


MONDAY 
DECEMBER 29 
Waxing moon in Aquarius 

moon void-of-course in 
Capricorn from 4:20 to 
7:42 am. A rius, all next 
year will b 1 


opportunities. An exce 


FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 


e rr 


rse saying to them: “remind me 
ght it was a 
really great idea to go back 


nf on 


TUESDAY 
4 DECEMBER 30 


SATURDAY 


WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 


Aquarius 


1:34 


SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 


beginning a new 28 ‘ t ai Cycle you Can ex t eased 


insight and emotionality hen the 
opposite yours (see below), expect to have aiff tie C @ wit 


pposite sex, family, or author 


not be at their best. | When the n Aries, it 


a 
vice vers ther op tions are T 2 
Cancer/( mm, Le 

each proximat 

between signs, it will Jj aking 
no major angies to planets a time and try t 


making or implementing dec 
storrming | For Symboline Dai's 

it our Web site at thePhoenix.com 

ymboline Dai can be reached at sally®@moonsigns.net 


“NOTE FOR NOTE” spend time listening music. 


ACROSS 
1 GPS task, for short 


4 Game sometimes found on the 


of a cereal box 


t-punk band 


or old French 


k 
(song by 50 Cent) 


er exchanged for 


ch 
Parse an 
33 pair 
owns” lyric) 
volutior 


of the Blues 

ed for Algerian currency? 

39 Got back hair 

40 Pathetic 

the LIC1OUS" 
("Fergalicious” lyric) 

42 Nicolae Ceausescu's wife 

43 “|! Make Love to You” group 
exchanged for Japanese currency? 

46 International Tennis Hall-of 
Famer Nastase 

48 Dix and Ticonderoga: abbr. 


60 

61 Broth 

62 Conte 
63 Make eges 

DOWN 

1 Foamy brand 

2 Part of AMA: abbr 

3 Singer's limits 

a 2004 news. 


onna happen” 


PP 


omer with “just Visiting 
17 Distance for a short run, for short 
20 Boot” 
23 “The Treasure of the Sierra 
24 Member of the Disney 
Princess line 
25 “That's so gross! 
26 Actress Thompson 
27 Calf roper’s handful 
28 She played one of the Bundys 
30 Play to the back of the room 
31 Sheer, smooth fabric 


_BY KARL STEVENS AND GUSTAVO TURNER 


34 Bo hildren 49 Skater Lipinski 
coverin 50 Big tunes 

36 Helicopt n 51 X-ray units 


“The Sim = 
37 Simpie. slangily 
38 Horse food 
43 Wager 
44 “in the event it's for real 
45 Macy Lray 
47 Fails to liv 


$2 “Orinoco Flow” singer 

53 They may bruise easily 

54 Long-running PBS science 
show 

55 \t was also called Operation 
Overlord 

56 Part of XXX or OOO 


e 


: 
4 
il 
© Graceful p at 
Unusual goulash for The key 
Monin ann in Sanitt te t - iz 
Waningsmoo agittarius. all to eat the minj ACComplish =. 
Fire-sien festive days always Other Mum distre ng this With \ 
rab party. Get Virtue the Much You and — 
out there and stretch your oO - eglect, 
legs at some point, par The Srace, Biected traditional rae 
e “y en the fj 4 fi | — 
* some lo-o-ong-range plans You Should red country” | — 
Dark of in Sagit enlisted, even if this means that — | 
Like it or not, you're OU Te Still Poop 3 
get an urge to fix ; 
nNprove, control. by Waxing moon in Aquarius 
means let me stop you. Sag Keep things light. and bear 2008 KARL STEVENS AND GUSTAVO TURNER. WHATEVER, THE FIRST VOLUME OF COLLECTED STRIPS BY KARL STEVEN 
ttarius, if the party keep n mind that the “quirky ANO HIS GRAPHIC NOVEL, GUILTY, ARE AVAILABLE AT FINER BOOK AND COMIC SHOPS. | E-MAIL: SUCCESS.COMIC@GMA mM E MIC.COM 
going, it’s up to you. You side of everyone comes out 
have incredible today. Leo, Scorpio, and 
all this week Taurus may be vexed for no OLUTION ey on (RECRO! | 
darned good reason. They 
é 4 an probably be soothed 
2 with food. Aquarius, being 
New moon in Lap 10 restless is absolutely within BY MATT JONES 
day is excellent for shopping | bounds 
for large, practical things 
one?) your life, Waxing 
nd ctart frech Canricorr void-of-cour 
exchanged for South African 
thers may require careful moves into Pisces. Saturn eS currency? ; 
handling if they are to f retrograde until Mother's back 56 Classic Clavell novel 
need ther space. Tonight: bring Genre music where guys may Part TAFKAP 
Waxing’ tour Capricor EET, 16 Doing a second edit, like a 
; Mars moves into Capricorn Libra. You either love New programmer 
Another great Eve find you've Funniest People 
with farnily, or friends of been partied-out since the 
cs such vintage they might as solstice. Sagittarius, Virgo 19 Scottish po: : 
well family. Virgo and and Gemini are per 
: Taurus get a second win for versely risk-taking mood currency? 
festivities. Capricorn ready Aquarius, Taurus, Cap, and Feline 
old German currency “Like 
rs 28 Subway fare, perhaps 6 District 
MOON KEYS MIT grad, maybe 
the siens of the vhe you 58 
tne producer Tax form 
> 
great for brair 


PLAYS 
THEIR MARKS 
_By Carolyn 


TOOK RISKS 


_By Peter Keough 


2008 


THE PEABODY 
AROLL 


SWEET BACK TALK 
Barnes, Bidart, Bishop, Bolano Darren Aronofsky 


TOP. 
LISTS 


SACHUSET! ER FEST 


SAT. JANUARY 


SALE NOW 


Presents the: sab ACTION TOUR 200 


CUTE WHAT AIM FOR 


dia 


FEBRUARY SALE NOW 


FRI. JANUARY SALE NOW 


SALE NOW 


DROP DEAD, 


SAT. MARCH SALE NOW 


STREETLIGHT TIP THE 
SAT. JANUARY SALE NOW 


FUNERAL 


— FOR A 


— 


FRI. MARCH SALE NOW 


Andrew Bird 


with Loney 


> 


ONSALE 
NOW ail 


OHEE 


THEATER 
DAVIS SQUARE SOMERVILLE 

Advance tickets available at the Somerville Theater Box Office. all TicketMaster locations, online at 

TicketMaster com or by calling !|-800-745-3000. Presented by MassConcerts » MassConcerts.com 


4 ‘Tickets Tic (etMaster locations. onlin a or by calling 

Pertormance Comer Bax Office and at ail locan 


PICKS 


DECEMBER 26, 2( 


OUR EDITORS CLUE YOU HELP YOU GET OUT 


TIX: 


THE SCOOP CONCERTS 


OTHER EVENTS SALE THIS WEEK 


PUSH PLAY January 
at the Paradise, Boston 

| $13 advance/$15 day of 
show | On sale now 


© MISSION OF BURMA 

| January 24 at the 
Somerville Theatre | $25 | 
On sale now 


SCOTT WEILAND 


January 25 at the Paradise, Boston | $32.50 | On sale now 


Sale now | www.rockonconcerts.com 


© FUJIVA & MIYAGI | February 15 at the Paradise, Boston | $15 


{On sale now 


$55 | On sale now 


Scott 
Weiland 


$55-$57 | On sale now 


Boston $25-$27 sale now 


° FLOGGING MOLLY | March 10 at the House of Blues 


"Boston, Boston | $24-$26 | On sale now 


i© DROPKICK MURPHYS | March 13-17 at the House of Blues 


Boston, Boston $29.50 sale now 


© THE POGUES | March 21 at the House of Blues Boston, 


Boston | $51 | On sale now 


© CUT COPY | March 22 at the 
House of Blues Boston, Boston | 
$20 | On sale now 


THE PRESETS April the 
Paradise, Boston | $16.50 | On 
sale now 


© SIMIAN MOBILE DISCO | April 22 at 
the Paradise, Boston | $17.50 | On 
sale now 


© JOHN BROWN ’S BODY | April 25 
iat the House of Blues Boston, 
Boston | $20 | On sale now 


GIPSY KINGS February the 
House of Blues Boston, Boston | 


© EPILEPTIC DISCO | February 

. 21 at Church, Boston | $10 ad- 
vance/$12 day of show | On sale 
now 


© B.B. KING | February 22 at the 
House of Blues Boston, Boston | 


at the House of Blues Boston, 
Boston | $28-§30 | On sale now 


® THE DISCO BISCUITS | February 28 at the House of Blues 


THURSDAY 


NOW PLAYING 


THE SPIRIT, VALKYRIE, and 


New in theaters: BEDTIME STO- 
RIES , THE CURIOUS CASE OF BEN- 
JAMIN BUTTON, GRAN TORINO, 
MARLEY o ME, THE READER, 


are on pages 6-7. 


FRIDAY 


GOOD GOLD 
The Huntington Theatre 


THE HAND THAT ROCKS 
DREIDEL 


SATURDAY Trade your Jewish guilt for little 
Jewish gelt, non-profit NYC label JDub drops 
monster line-up T.T.’s for its Hanukkah Bash. 
Sprightly gypsy-poppers WAILING WALL open; 
they’re followed raucous punk-klezmerists 
GOLEM. Capping off the evening JORO-BORO, 
who’s spun with Balkan Beat Box and Gogol 
Bordello. This Bulgarian ex-pat shreds together 
tock hooks, rap beats, and Old World exotica, 
with perhaps just schmear gabber, and fries 
some fat dance-floor latkes. (Whet your ap- 
petite with free playlist downloads from www. 
St, Cambridge 8:30 advance/$10 day 


DAYS 


CRYSTAL-BALLING THE BEST UPCOMING EVENTS 


THE WRESTLER; our reviews of 


Company’s “Huntington 
what we didn’t get to last week 


Presents” series recycles 
Emmy Award-winning Jew- 
ish lesbian comic Judy Gold, 
who follows last season's 25 
Questions for a Jewish Mother with 


JUDY GOLD IS MOMMY QUEER- 


EST. The new stand-up act 
is devoted to the perils — for 
both mom and offspring — of 


being a gay Jewish working 
mom raising two boys in 
New York City. tworrty, 
no coathangers. Judy’s at 
the BCA’s Calderwood Pavil- 
ion, 527 Tremont St, Boston 
| December 26-31 | $20-$45 | 
617.266.0800 or www. hun- 
tingtontheatre. org. 


THEY WILL ROCK YOU 
Be of good cheer, David Bow- 
ie, Who, Beatles, and Queen 
addicts: Boston's Ultrasonic 
Rock Orchestra is back with 
your holiday fix. A NIGHT AT 
THE ROCK OPERA resurfaces 
in a new venue, the Stuart 
Street Playhouse, where 19 
musicians threaten to blow 
the tinted plugs right out of 
the ears of the nearby Blue 
Man Croup with a compila- 
tion of what producer and 
performer Sal Clemente calls 
“I-Max rock,” at 200 Stuart Pen 
St, Boston | December 26-31 | Peon 
$39.50 | 800.447.7400 or Www. 
telecharge.com. 


SATURDAY 


TINGLE ALL 
THE WAY... 

. out to Arlington, since 
you can’t see the legendary 
Cambridge comic in his Davis 
Square Off Broadway The- 
ater anymore. JIMMY TINGLE 
— the political satirist who's 
mangled vowels on NPR, 60 
Minutes II, Conan O'Brien, and 
CNN -— will close out this 
calamitous year with two 
rightie-roasting shows at the 
Regent Theatre, 7 Medford St, 

rlington | December 27 + 31: 
7:30 pm | $25 | 781.646.4849 or 
www. regenttheatre.com. 


KOSHER HAM 

Rockapella crooner SEAN 

ALTMAN may have had his 

trademark Samson-like 

mullet of luxurious blond 

cornrows shorn off in the last 

episode of Carmen Sandiego, 

but he’s not lost a lick of his 

musical prowess since. His 

new shtick is of the glee- 

fully self-hating variety: as 

JEWMONGOUS, Altman is now ; 

dedicating his velvety pipes 

to guitar-backed ballads like 
“Reuben the Hook-Nosed 

Reindeer” and “Christian 

Baby Blood,” at Club Passim, 

47 Palmer St, Cambridge | 7 

pm | $18 advance/$20 day of 

show | 617.492.7679 or www. 

clubpassim .org. 

Continued on p 4 
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FIRST NIGHT 


FIRST NIGHT DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE AT 617.542 1393 
OR HTTP:/ /FIRSTNIGHT.ORG. 


© “PIPELINE” | Surf-themed ice sculp- 
ture by Donald Chapelle | Boston 
Common | All day, starting at noon | 
www. brillianticesculpture.com 


© GIRLS, GUNS & GLORY | Roots rock | Hynes 
Convention Center Auditorium | 9:30-11 


pm | www. girlsgunsandglory.com 


© MAMADOU | West African rhythm 
guitar music | Hynes Convention 
Center, Exhibit Hall A | 9:30-11 pm | 
www.mamadou.com 


7:30-11 pm | www. coloroffilm.org 


@ MONKEYHOUSE | Dance theater | John 
Hancock Hall | 7:30-8 pm + 8:30-9 pm 
| www. monkeyhouselovesme.com 

@ DOWNBEAT 5 | Garage rock | Parkman 
Bandstand, Boston Common | 7:30- 
9:30 pm | www.downbeats.com 


© “COUNTDOWN TO CHAOS!” | Post- 
Meridian Radio Players perform old- 
time radio plays | Orpheum Theatre | 
© INTRANSITIVE RECORDINGS | 7:30-9 pm | Www. pmrp. org 
Experimental/electronic music 

with Mike Shiflet, Hive Mind, Nerve 
Net Noise, and Eli Keszler & Ashley 
Paul | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 309 | 7:30-11 pm | www. 
intransitiverecordings.com 


© “KEEP YOUR RESOLUTIONS DANCE 
PARTY” | Outdoor throwdown with 
Soul Clap and DJs Die Young, Morgan 
Louis, and Robotkid | Copley Square | 
10 pm-midnight 


© SCISSORMEN | Slide-guitar blues | 
Hynes Convention Center Auditorium 
| 7:30-9 pm | www.scissormen.com 


© “SXIP’S SONIC NEW YORK” | “Visual 
soundscapes” from circus composer 
Sxip Shirey | Castle at Park Plaza | 8- 
8:45 pM + 9715-10 pm + 10:30-11 pm | 
www.sxipshirey.com 


© MIDNIGHT FIREWORKS | Loud noises 
and bright lights, courtesy of 
Zambelli Fireworks Internationale } 
| Boston Harbor | midnight | www. 
zambellifireworks.com 


© “TOP OF THE ROX” | Roxbury Film 
Festival short-film program | Hynes 
Convention Center, Room 200 | 


DAYS 
WEEK 


Continued from p 3 


FELLAS 
Acappella vocal group the 
PERSUASIONS came together 
in Brooklyn in the '6os, and 
they got their first big com- 
mercial break in ‘68 when 
Frank Zappa discovered them 
and released their first album 
on his Bizarre label. (They re 
rned the favor with Frankly 
pella: The Persuasions Sing 
The gq tet hit the 
tabar for two shows | 
Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett St, 
Cambridge | 7:30 pm: $25; 
10 pM: $22 | 617.395.7757 or 
www.regattabarjazz.com. 


SUNDAY 


THIS 

It isn’t often that one’s only 
choice is also the best possible 
outcome, but here we are, 
on a weird Sunday between 
the holidays (and their re- 
spective hangovers), with 
nobody around, shit-all else 
to do, and the good fortune 
of a can't-miss bill at T.T. the 
Bear's. Recent BMA favorite 
MARISSA NADLER will be giv- 
ing a sneak peek at songs off 
her forthcoming Little Hells 
(Kemado), and Pennsylvania's 
most serious band (or most 
adorable cult, whichever), 
AKRON/FAMILY , will doubt- 
less deal out a beautiful 
cataclysmic hoedown perfect 
for detonating memories of 
the past year, at 10 Brookline 
St, Cambridge | 9 pm | $10} 
617.492. BEAR or www. ttthe- 
bears.com. 


MONDAY 


NEVER ENDS 

In the spirit of this season of 
miracles, long-split-up roots- 
rock outfit the IRREVERENDS 
are reuniting for one night. 
hyper-local supergroup 

of sorts featuring the Dirty 
Truckers’ John Brookhouse, 
Cyanide Valentine’s Chris 
Keene, and the Keys to the 
Streets of Fear’s Elio DeLuca, 
these boys come out swing- 
ing with swaggering riffs and 
lyrics so steeped in romanti- 


cized white-trash debauch- 
ery, you'd swear they were 
from Florida. (They're from 
Maine, so close enough.) The 
BLIZZARD OF '78 and VOGON 
POETS open at Church, 69 
Kilmarnock St, Boston | 9 pm 
| $8 | 617.236.7600 or Www. 
churchofboston.com. 


TUESDAY 


NOT UNDER 

THE RADAR 

The folks at Allston’s Radar 
Recordings win this week's 
“Sh lest Label” award for 
1g together such a sweet 
bill on such a dead night (the 
“Last Night on Earth,” as 
they've dubbed it). Headlin- 
ing is CASPIAN, whose shim- 
mery debut, The Four Trees, has 
nabbed kudos everywhere, 
and that includes the pages 
of Spin. What's more, they're 
well complemented by the 
CONSTANTS. But if you were 
planning on spending the 
entire show serenely nodding 
along to blissy instrumen- 
tal post-rock, think again: 
Colorado SxSW vets ADAI (th 
non-local odd men out) will 
shake things up with their 
howling, doomy sound, and 
HADOKEN will zap you with 
ambient energy blasts. All at 
the Middle East downstairs, 
480 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 

8 pm | $12 | 617.931.2000 or 
www.ticketmaster.com. 
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WEDNESDAY 


BACH BASICS 

End the old year — or start 
the new one — right with 
some classical fundamentals 
courtesy of MARTIN PEARL- 
MAN and BOSTON BAROQUE: 
Bach’s Violin Concerto in 

E, with Christina Day Mar- 
tinson, Concerto 
Grosso Opus 6 No. 1, Handel’s 
dramatic cantata Agrippina 
condotta a morire, with soprano 
Kristen Watson, and Bach's 
dance-worthy Orchestral 
Suite No. 3 (the one with the 
ever popular “Air on the C- 
String”). The now-traditional 
New Year's Eve and New 
Year’s Day concerts are at 
Sanders Theatre, in Harvard 
University’s Memorial Hall, 
45 Quincy St, Cambridge | De- 
cember 31 @ 8 pm; January1 
or www. bostonbaroque.org. 


MARXISM 


2 

=" 
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THURSDAY The Brattle began 2008 with MARX 
BROTHERS MARATHON, you all went, and the rest 
great election (if not economic) history. keep 
the good work going this new 10-hour 
marathon Marx madness, which the broth- 
ers’ first feature, Cocoanuts (1929; 12:30 9:10 pm), 
bookends screenings Animal Crackers (1930; 2:30 
pm), Monkey Business (1931; 4:30 pm), Horse Feathers 
(1932; 6:10 pm), and Duck Soup (1933; 7:40 pm). 
That’s Brattle St, Cambridge $7.50; $25 full- 
day pass 617.876.6837 www. 


HAPPY BLUES YEAR 
The Regattabar ushers in 
the new year with New Eng- 
land blues legend SUGAR RAY 
NORCIA and his BLUETONES, 
in this case an all-star octet 
that includes other Roomful 
of Blues veterans like tenor- 
sax Greg Piccolo, baritone 
Doug James, and trombonist 
Carl Querfurth, plus guitar- 
ist “Monster” Mike Welch. 
Various package deals are 
available with champagne 
toast, dessert, and/or full 
dinner at Henrietta’s Table 

| Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett 
St, Cambridge | 9:30 pm | 
$99/$129/$209 617.395.7757 
or Www. regattabarjazz. 
com. 


VINTAGE BOMB 

San Francisco retro-blues 
sex bomb LAVAY SMITH and 
her RED HOT SKILLET LICKERS 
bring despite the bomb 


stuff — a serious take on vin- 
tage jazz and blues to Scull- 
ers, DoubleTree Guest Suits 
Hotel, 400 Soldiers Field Rd, 
Boston | 8 pm: $50; 10 pm: 
$60 | dinner packages avail- 
able | 617.562.4111 or www. 
scullersjazz.com. 


BLOOMIN’ GOOD 
Jazz-piano dynamo HIROMI 
plays First Night (and NPR's 
live Toast of the Nation broad- 
cast) at the Berklee Per- 
formance Center, her first 
headlining gig there since 
graduating from Berklee in 
2003 and releasing a slew of 
discs on Telarc. The latest 
— rich in texture, dynam- 
ics, and pyrotechnics — is 
Beyond Standard, her first disc 
of non-original material; it 
takes standards like “Softly, 
As in a Morning Sunrise,” 
“Caravan,” and “Clair de 
lune” and, uh, goes beyond 


them, with extravagant 
fusionoid treatments that 
don’t exclude sublime, 


straight-ahead jazz. Her 
Sonicbloom line-up tonight 
includes the great guitarist 
from the album (and fellow 
Berklee-ite) Dave Fiuczyn- 
ski, who's worth a trip all 
on his own | 136 Mass Ave, 
Boston | 8 + 9:30 pm | admis- 
sion with First Night button 
| www. firstnight.org. 


AULD LANG SIGN-OFF 
This year’s First Night fes- 
tivities are quite stacked, 
but any revelers who'd pre- 
fer to celebrate the death 
of 2009 by dancing their 
brains out have plenty of 
options. Here’s a short list: 
A night that doesn’t 
know the meaning of 
the word “conventional,” 
electro-freakout “PAPER” 
(featuring Dj NATO) will 


be packing asses into the 
Holiday Inn, 1200 Beacon St, 
Brookline | 9 pm-2 am | $15 
advance/$25 doors | www. 
Even on the deadest J a 
winter night, “Heroes” 


draws throngs, so you bet- 
ter believe that “A HEROES aie 
NEW YEAR'S EVE” with CHRIS rie 
EWEN will have T.T. the 
Bear’s heaving to new-wave 
faves and choice deep cuts | ne 
10 Brookline St, Cambridge | nae 
9 pm | $12 advance/$15 doors 9 
| 617.492. BEAR or www. tick- 
etweb.com. 
Across the river, blow- 
in’-up-hard Frenchkiss 
Records darlings PASSION 
PIT tear things up with 
GIANTESS and Djs DIE 
YOUNG, ETAN, and VOLVOX 
at Creat Scott, 1222 Comm 
Ave, Alliston | 9 pm | $15 | 
617.566.9014 or Www. tick- 
etweb.com. 
Lately, the Milky Way 
has had plenty of good- 
byes on its mind, and that 
must be why its year-end 
Viking funeral is so sick: 
“BIG BANG” brings together 
Djs GHOSTDAD, KNIFE, 
DEVLIN, NEEBOR, and LONE 
WOLF | 403-405 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain | 9 pm-2 am 
| $15 | 617.524.3740 or www. 
milkywayjp.com. 
Any club where nights 
that last till sunrise are the 
norm must know how to do 
New Year's Eve right. That 
would be Rise, with an 
“afterparty” featuring HOT 
PINK DELOREAN | 206 Stuart 
St, Boston | 1-7 am | $25 
guests; up to $15 for mem- 
bers | 617.423.7473 or www. 
riseclub.us. 


THURSDAY 


ON! 

Or rather, JOEL McHALE 

— the dude from The Soup 

on E! — is on tonight at 

the Wilbur Theatre. His 
New Year's Eve shows sold 
out in the blink of an eye, 
so the Wilbur has added 

a New Year's Day perfor- 
mance with McHale, whose 
tongue-in-cheek one-lin- 
ers keep The Soup from get- 
ting stale. (Does soup get 
Stale? Movingon.. .) 
Snag your tickets now, or no 
soup for you! | 246 Tremont 
St, Boston | 7 pm | $32-$39 

| 617.931.2000 or www. 
thewilburtheatre.com. 
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_BY PETER 


very year the studios hold back 

their best until the end the year, 

but this year they let down. You 

find such studio Oscar con- 

tenders Frost/Nixon, The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button, Milk, and the redoubtable 
Slumdog Millionaire list. Not that they’re 
bad movies they just don’t take any risks. 
The following may flawed obscure, but 
they’re not complacent comfortable. 


WALTZ WITH BASHIR 

Maybe animated films will show the way 
peace the Middle East. Last year, 
Persepolis struggled make sense three 
decades horrific Iranian history; this 
year, Ari Folman’s Waltz with Bashir (due 

to open in Boston on January 9) tries to 
come grips with the Israeli invasion 
Lebanon in 1982. Folman, a veteran of that 
war, finds has recollection those 
events, so he searches his own and fellow 
veterans’ memories for the truth. As sur- 
real as the best parts of Apocalypse Now, as 
blackly comic Waltz probes the 
darkest regions personal experience and 
political responsibility. 


THE EDGE HEAVEN 

DER ANDEREN SEITE] 

Fatih Akin has thing about borders 
cultural, generational, sexual, and that ul- 
timate one between life and death (alluded 
The Edge Heaven’s German-language 
title). plays with narrative borders 
well, starting his film the middle and 
proceeding both directions. His charac- 
ters include Turkish woman working 
prostitute Germany; Turk who’s one 
of her clients; that man’s son, a university 
professor; the woman’s daughter, revo- 
lutionary seeking asylum; the daughter’s 
lover; and, finally, the lover’s mother (the 
iconic Hanna Schygulla). Heaven crosses 
into the borderless realm where love and 
reconciliation almost, but don’t quite, 
make for all that lost. 


PARANOID PARK 

Cus Van Sant manipulates chronology 
like shell game, and the end neither 
the deceptions nor the revelations seem 
win out. One image particular hard 
shake, and it’s one that 16-year-old 
Alex (Gabe Nevins) is also trying to forget, 
experience beyond the usual teenage 
tribulation. Van Sant re-creates Alex’s 
process comprehending what happened 
and deciding what about while 
the same time withholding full disclosure 
the event. Paranoid Park coming-of- 
age tale seen from the still center 
kaleidoscope, film which growing 
involve taking responsibility 
much establishing point view. 


Films whose aspirations are more than Academic 


THE EDGE 
HEAVEN Looking 
for realm with- 


WALTZ WITH BASHIR Looking remember the truth. 


THE FLIGHT THE RED BALLOON 
[LE VOYAGE BALLON 

In Albert Lamorisse’s 1956 classic short “The 
Red Balloon,” the title toy embodies inno- 
cence, loss, and redemption. Hou Hsiao- 
Hsien’s homage, the balloon has receded 
the role melancholy outsider, punctua- 
tion mark the fretful lives the film’s 
human cast. Juliette Binoche’s Suzanne 
single mom and puppeteer with little skill 
pulling the strings her own life. help 
care for her young boy, she takes Song 
(Song Fang), film student from Beijing 
who’s making her own homage to“The 

Red Balloon.” Such reflexiveness requires 
genuine simplicity, and like the red balloon 
itself, Hou hovers over his characters they 
aspire clarity and peace. 


ENCOUNTERS 

THE END THE WORLD 

The world is doomed, and Werner Herzog 
couldn’t happier. Encounters the End 

the World bubbles with delight the bleak 
beauty, dire forebodings, and human and 
animal eccentricity the director encounters 
his episodic tour Antarctica. promises 
the very start that this will not another 
film about cute penguins; yet before the end 
of End, he’ll watch one walk off, disoriented 
driven, toward the center the continent 
and, cheerily points out his voiceover 
narration, “certain death.” This and other im- 
ages rank among Herzog’s most rapturous, 
and the creatures encounters are invari- 
ably weird and illuminating, though none 
more than Werner Herzog himself. 


FUNNY GAMES 

Although has only one graphic mo- 
ment violence, Michael 
Funny Games bothers some more than the 
torture porn Saw and Hostel. 
shot-for-shot remake of his 1997 Austrian 
film the same title black-comic ex- 
ercise in suspense, sadism, and Brecht- 
ian finger pointing. Naomi Watts and 
Tim Roth play comfortably bourgeois 
couple with dog and little boy whose 
plans for their summer vacation awry 
when two nice young men with white 


PARANOID PARK Trying forget 
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gloves invite themselves in. Haneke sug- 
gests that the alienation effect the 
media might turning into mon- 
But what fun that? Moral lessons 
aside, Funny Games excels making audi- 
ences squirm. 


HAPPY-GO-LUCKY 

Mike Leigh looks the bright side 

this story about a schoolteacher (Sally 
Hawkins) who gets more involved in mak- 
ing bird costumes than with her pupils. 
Nothing dims Poppy’s optimism and 
bemusement, not even the stares of the 
annoyed and indifferent which could 
include some the audience. she bops 
from one encounter to the next, she col- 
lides with entertaining collection 
engaging oddballs, among them her nem- 
esis, Scott (Eddie Marsan), who resembles 
David Thewlis Leigh’s Naked had 
become driving instructor. Their conflict 
ends with the two of them battered, and 
the more sympathetic for it. 


WINNIPEG 

Strangers to Guy Maddin’s delightfully 
nightmarish, black-and-white version 
the universe, with its fusion of silent-film 
techniques, absurdist collage, odd archival 
footage, and unapologetic weirdness, will 
find this a heady introduction. As for his 
fans, they'll recognize the origins of many 
of his obsessions and motifs in this dream 
landscape the city which was born 
and which, he claims, he has forever been 
trying to flee. My Winnipeg is a happy hunt- 
ing ground for those seeking the origins 
bizarre obsessions their own. 


PINEAPPLE EXPRESS 

This film from David Gordon Green the 
movie Knocked Up might have been had it not 
copped out. No apologies here from stoned, 
sweaty thirtysomething loser Dale Denton 
(Seth Rogen) for dating teenager they’re 
love. qualms when Dale and his 
dealer, Saul (James Franco), sell grass to 
10-year-olds in the school yard — the kids 
are tougher punks than Dale and Saul. The 
pair stick their amorality despite being 
punished plot only pot-addled mind 
could conceive, as Dale witnesses a mur- 
der and and must flee, pursued 
the killer’s henchmen and beleaguered 
hilarious violence. It’s Blue Velvet by way of 
Cheech and Chong, with moral lessons 
muddle the fun. 


TROUBLE THE WATER 

Those wondering whether Hurricane 
Katrina was really such a big deal have 
one more terrific documentary to set 
them straight. Providing personal focus 
complement the epic sweep Spike 
Lee’s When the Levees Broke, directors Carl 
Deal and Tia Lessin make generous use 

of videos shot by their subjects — New 
Orleans Ninth Ward residents Kim and 
Scott Roberts before, during, and after 
the disaster. The artless footage suggests 
real-world Cloverfield, but the people are 
resourceful and worth caring about. They 
and their videos prevail over the indiffer- 
ence nature and our government. 


Aronofsky, Rourke make The Wrestler champ 


_BY PETER 


THE WRESTLER 


DIRECTED BY DARREN ARONOFSKY | 
WRITTEN BY ROBERT SIEGEL | WITH MICKEY 
RC E, MARISA TOME!, AND EVAN RACHEL 
WOOD | FOX SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES | 

105 MINUTES 


HARVARD SQUARE + SUBURBS 


The movies have long embraced the 
sport boxing The Champ (1931), Body 
and Soul (1947), Fat City (1972), Rocky 
(1976), and Raging Bull (1980), to 
name just a few. Wrestling, on 
the other hand, has never 
really caught on, the one excep- 
tion that comes mind being 
the “Wallace Beery wrestling 
movie” that the hero the 
Coen Brothers’ Barton Fink is 
scripting. Maybe Hollywood 
backs off because the calcu- 
lated hokum wrestling 
uncomfortably unfamiliar. 
his handful films 
(Pi, Requiem fora Dream, 
The Fountain), however, 
Darren Aronofsky has 


too Human 


10-hour, epic Condition 


_BY BRETT MICHEL 


HUMAN CONDITION 
NINGEN 


MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS DECEMBER 26-jANUARY 4. 


Japanese director Masaki Kobayashi (1916- 
1996) always stood up to the established 
order — the unjust, cancerous Samurai tra- 
ditions that spread through Harakiri (1962), 
for example. More than almost anyone else 
working postwar Japanese cinema (Nagisa 
Oshima also comes mind), fearlessly 
took aim organized authority. Never was 
this more fully realized than his classic 


antiwar trilogy, The Human Condition (filmed 
from 1959 to 1961), screening at the Museum 
of Fine Arts. (Those with hardened movie- 
going posteriors can view the entire tril- 

ogy — all 9 hours and 47 minutes of it — over 
the course of one very long day, beginning at 
10:30 am on the 27th.) 

Brand new 35mm prints have been struck 
Janus Films, expect cinematographer 
Yoshio Miyajima’s black-and-white wide- 
screen “Grandscope” compositions to impress 
like they never could on the nearly unwatch- 
able VHS editions that have been just about 
the only way to see the films until now. (My 
DVD screener copies appeared mastered 
from these very tapes, feel free say “hi” 
to me at the Museum on Saturday.) 

Like Fires on the Plain, Kon Ichikawa’s 
grisly antiwar masterpiece, 
overwhelming, poetic epic based the 
novel Jumpei Gomikawa takes piace 
in Manchuria. Part 1, “No Creater Love,” 


Despite the bleak scenario, this 
funniest film. 


shown fascination with that blurring 
reality and artifice, truth and de- 
lusion, endemic both the sport and 
the art form. And The Wrestler he’s 
achieved his starkest and most eloquent 
expression that theme. 
This also Aronofsky’s funniest 
film though apart from some mo- 
ments Pi, humor has never been his 
strong suit. The scene which Mickey 
Rourke works supermarket deli, his 
leonine mane hairnet and his de- 
molished face looking like lost moon 
of Jupiter, may be one of the year’s most 
entertaining. long-time studio pariah 
and textbook case self-destructive- 
ness, Rourke plays variation his 
own life as Randy “The Ram” Robinson, 
wrestling superstar from the ’80s now 
enduring hard times. Unlike the non- 
comprehending pugs Raging Bull and 
Requiem for Heavyweight, however, 
Rourke shuns bathos and bears 
his decline and fall with irony 
and sardonic resignation. The 
performance will revitalize 
his career; it may even win 
him Oscar. 
The Ram, meanwhile, 

still getting gigs with 
fellow washed-ups and 
younger up-and-comers 
venues like Ameri- 
can Legion halls. But 
the pay isn’t nearly 

good, and neither 
the physique god- 

. like, as it was in 
those days when 
his battles with 
villains like “The 


begins in 1943. Twenty- 
eight-year-old pacifist Kaji 
(an affecting early perfor- 
mance Tatsuya Nakadai, 
star of Harakiri) takes ona 
job as manager of a mining 
camp in order to avoid con- 
scription and remain with 
his beloved wife, Michiko 
(Michiyo Aratama). His 
efforts reforming the 
inhumane working condi- 
tions are hindered by the 
Kempetai (military police), 
who force him to use Chi- 
nese POWs as slave labor. 
A climactic confrontation 
with the prisoners results 
Kaji being relieved of duty and drafted for 
military service. 

Part Il, “The Road to Eternity,” opens as the 
hardened young idealist struggles with the 
harsh physical and mental realities military 
life. Kobayashi spent six grueling years in the 
Army himself, refusing promotions protest 
the war; his experiences likely fueled the 
intense realism display, pursuit all but 
abandoned the time his painterly anthol- 
ogy of ghostly tales, Kwaidan (1965). But here, 
verisimilitude serves him well, as Russian 
tanks roll and hopeless battle ensues. 


DARREN ARONOFSKY 
“BACK TALK,” PAGE 34. 


INTERVIEW 


Ayatollah” were legendary. make ends 
meet, he’s had to get a job at the local 
supermarket. And help his body keep 
with the slams, razor cuts, and staple 
guns that are all part day’s work, 
juices with painkillers and other per- 
formance enhancers. Otherwise, his life 
consists trips the local strip joint 
and playing video games his dumpy 
trailer with one the neighbor kids. 
Aronofsky records this alien demi- 
monde with Frederick Wiseman-like 
verisimilitude, casting actual wrestlers 
and other non-professionals and prowling 
about genuinely sordid locations. also 
limns his story the familiar conven- 
tions the boxing genre. (It bears par- 
ticularly strong resemblance Fat City.) 
The Ram falls for Cassidy (Marisa Tomei), 
stripper the club whose best days are 
also behind her. has make amends 
his alienated daughter (Evan Rachel 
Wood), whom he neglected in his wild 
days success. And must return the 
ring for that one last match with the Aya- 
tollah and the chance redeem himself. 
But given Aronofsky’s liberal sprin- 
kling messianic references, among 
them funny quip about Mel Gibson’s 
The Passion the Christ, would also 
seem that the Ram out redeem the 
world. The Wrestler like the story 
the Crucifixion and for that matter 
wrestling matches that offers 
few surprises its narrative, which 
some have criticized rote and clichéd. 
Maybe that’s the point, that the artifice, 
no matter how hackneyed, beats out the 
unendurable reality, that the coherent 
illusion almost always preferable 
the chaotic truth. 


ANTI-WAR CLASSIC six grueling years the Army 
likely fueled the intense realism of the battle sequences. 


Concluding in 1945, “A Soldier’s Prayer” 
eventually finds a broken and starving Kaji 
rotting Russian POW camp, accepting 
that selling his soul for an Army exemption 
has led him being among the “murderers 
who wear the mask humanism.” 

After almost 10 sometimes preachy melo- 
dramatic hours, you’ll have shared his ordeal, 
his inner monologues his wife taking hold 
your heart, crushing stumbles across 
snow-swept Siberian landscape, each footstep 
fate, closer impossible reunion: 
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BEDTIME STORIES 
95 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + FRESH 
POND + CHESTNUT HILL + 
SUBURBS 
After making You Don't 
Mess with the Zohan, Adam 
Sandler returns his 
simpering manchild per- 
sona in this witless ode to 
“imagination” directed 
Adam Shankman (the mu- 
sical Hairspray). His Skeeter 
handyman the lux- 
ury hotel that began life 
his late father’s motel. 
His dream taking over 
seems within reach when 
the bedtime stories tells 
his niece and nephew start 
coming true. can’t, 
however, just spin tale 
snatching power; the kids 
embellish the stories with 
complications. The fan- 
tasyscapes medizval, 
Western, gladiator, space 
opera are predictable, 
but relief from the fram- 
ing story, which Skeeter 
introduces the children 
forbidden junk food and 
video games. Gags involve 
booger monster, 
angry dwarf, and com- 
puter-generated guinea 
pig. “I’m like the stink 
your feet. always 
be around,” Skeeter reas- 
sures the children and 
Sandler his audience. 
_Betsy Sherman 


MARLEY 

120 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + 
FRESH POND + CHESTNUT 
HILL + SUBURBS 

Will Jennifer Aniston ever 
get good film role? Here 


she’s David Frankel’s 
follow-up The Devil Wears 
Prada movie with 
shortage plum parts for 
women, Meryl Streep’s 
Oscar-nominated turn 
among them playing 
second fiddle dog. 
And don’t think for sec- 
ond that the “Me” the 
title refers Aniston’s 
Jen Crogan. That distinc- 
tion falls to Owen Wilson, 
who’s his lackadaisi- 
cal best as John Grogan, 
newspaper columnist 
whose 2005 memoir, sub- 
titled Life and Love with the 
World’s Worst Dog, served 
as this film’s loose blue- 
print. Some two dozen 
dogs hump, poop, 
yes — chew the scenery 
as Marley, a yellow Lab 
purchased the cheap 
the newlyweds because 
they aren’t ready to start 
family. Unfortunately, 
the “clearance puppy” 
takes back seat (when 
he’s not jumping out 
into traffic) life’s 
banalities-as-entertain- 
ment. But it’s bloated 
Kathleen Turner who’s 
truly gone the dogs, 
bearing the brunt the 


humping Marley. 

_Brett Michel 
THE SPIRIT 


108 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + 
FRESH POND + EMBASSY + 
SUBURBS 

Since now reached 
late December, it’s safe 
say that Frank Miller’s The 
Spirit the worst movie 
will see all year. Iam not 
familiar with the Walt 
Eisner comic hero, and 
say this not because the 


film ruins cult favorite 
but because it is awful on 
every level. Okay, the im- 
ages, reprising the pseu- 
do-noir-expressionism 
Miller Rodriguez’s 
Sin City (in a PG-13 ver- 
sion), can be distract- 
ing. But the voiceover 
narration, the ex- 
pository dialogue, the 
witless banter, and 
the portentous piffle 
bury them. It’s like 
the corniest Batman 
episode ever made. 
Gabriel Macht has all 
the charisma the 
W.B. Mason guy the 
title role cop brought 
back from the dead and 
now superhero fighting 
evil, whose incarnations 
include Samuel Jackson 


It’s Christmas, and our thoughts turn toward the 
Third Reich. would seem from the films 
being released for the holiday: two deal directly 
with the subject and The Spirit offers tasteless 
Nazi sequence. the three, this adaptation 
Bernhard Schlink’s bestseller ponders the deepest 
issues e.g. (spoiler), how should kid feel after 
finds out that the older babe slept with 
war criminal? Stephen Daldry complicates mat- 
ters with tiresome frame story set the future 


Jennifer Aniston ever 
get good film role? 


THE READER 


123 MINUTES BOSTON COMMON KENDALL SQUARE EMBASSY 


Kate Winslet 
and David Kross 


old Michael (Ralph Fiennes) looks back his 
15-year-old self (David Kross) getting with 
tram conductor Hanna Schmitz (Kate Winslet), or 
reading her, putting with her tantrums. 
and too dumb defend herself her trial? The 
film lingers more on Winslet’s nudity than on the 
nature guilt, and offers reason care for 
the lumpen criminal the callow lover. 


_Peter Keough 


Octopus and Scarlett sequence X-Men. why not come with 
Johansson Silken Floss, Here peaks with this brilliant idea back 
the both them putting the opening-credit se- 1933 instead waiting 

in the worst performances quence, which spells out till after D-Day, when the 
of their careers — which “WALKURE” in a title War was nearly over? Be 

saying something. card like one from the that may, and despite 


What really broke 
spirit? set- 


TAKES 


to “start from 
VIEWS BRIEF 


scratch.” 


_Peter Keough MOVIE RE 


its having every 
major British 
actor not the 
next Harry Potter, 
watching Valkyrie 
like watching 
tape of last year’s 
Super Bowl. You 


@® know the bad 
VALKYRIE guys win, 
ENGLISH GERMAN 120 old Babelsberg Studios. the point? Maybe 


MINUTES Creepy. Then Tom Cruise the colonel and company 
FENWAY FRESH POND enters and should have confronted 


EMBASSY SUBURBS evaporates. Colonel their culpability rather 
Bryan Singer has thing Claus von Stauffenberg, than bemoan the chance 
for Nazis, but his best Cruise brings steely misplacement ex- 
work the subject was earnestness lines like ploding briefcase. 

the origin-of-Magneto got kill Hitler.” Peter Keough 
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BY MITCH KRPATA 


his was a strange year for video 
games. We were treated to one solid 
release after another, month after 
month, with no dry spells. There 
were real stinkers, games either 
ineptly made or cynically conceived. Yet 
even the best releases seemed to have trouble 
getting out of their own way, offering scenes 
awe and moments frustration equal 
measure. In the end, most of 2008's best 
games succeeded the strength their 
settings. From a bustling New York City to 
barren, post-nuclear the expansive 
‘plains of Africa, what gamers may end up 
remembering about this year isn’t what we 
did but where we did it. 


ROCK BAND MTV Games 
Sometimes, picking your favorite game 
the year comes down one simple 
question: which was the most fun 
play? In this regard, Rock Band 2 (Xbox 360, 
PlayStation 3, PlayStation 2, Wii) had no 
peers. You can play for five minutes 
five hours, by yourself or in a room full 
people. Newcomers with sense 
rhythm can enjoy themselves as much 
the expert who plays with the guitar 
behind his head. And given Harmonix’s 
commitment releasing wide-ranging, 
high-quality downloadable content on 

a weekly schedule, this could be the last 
music game ever need. 


CRISIS CORE: FINAL FANTASY 
Square Enix 

When developer mines its most histori- 
cally popular franchises, there’s always 
the danger that the result will rely too 


FIVE MINUTES 
FIVE HOURS 
Rock Band 2 had 
peers. 


much on our warm and fuzzy memories 
and not enough on creating a compel- 
ling new experience. That wasn’t the 
case with Crisis Core (PlayStation Portable), 
prequel Square’s mega-popular Fi- 

nal Fantasy VII. It coupled a moving new 
storyline with lean, mean, role-playing 
mechanics and set them against familiar 
backdrops like Midgar and Nibelheim. 
Crisis Core was the total package and ona 
handheld system, to boot! 


BRAID Microsoft 

Developed by the two-man team of designer 
Jonathan Blow and artist David Hellman, 
Braid (Xbox Live Arcade) was the kind 
bold, risk-taking venture never find 
from major studio. Although looked like 
throwback the era the side-scrolling 
platformer, Braid’s twisted timelines and 
mind-blowing temporal puzzles were more 
forward-thinking than any the year’s 
big-budget offerings. Add to that a haunt- 
ing storyline that gradually revealed itself 
to be a meditation on memory and regret 
and you had rarity: video game with the 
courage to take itself seriously. 


FAR CRY Ubisoft 

Far Cry 2 (Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, PC) suc- 
ceeded as a pure shooter, with intense, 
prolonged gunfights and big action set- 
pieces that let you blow everything real 
good. But its scope and its sense scale 
made it special. Its story, about various 
mercenaries playing both sides civil 
war against the middle, was delivered 
without irony or comic relief. And its pan- 
oramic African landscape was hypnotic 


and easy to lose yourself in. Rarely has a 
setting been gorgeous, seduc- 
tive, or, in the end, as ruinous for everyone 
who set foot there. 


LEFT DEAD Valve Software 
The optimal way to succeed in Left 4 Dead 
(Xbox 360, PC) find teammates you 
know and trust, so that you all look out 
for one another, sharing resources and 
covering your comrades’ backs as you 
battle against thousands ravenous 
zombies. But it’s more interesting hop 
into game with three strangers and see 
how the group dynamic reveals itself. 
Some are leaders, some are followers; 
some are selfless and some are selfish. 
The reason each new playthrough feels 
fresh isn’t the capriciousness the 
Director — it’s because, despite your best 
intentions, Left Dead you can’t help 
being yourself. 


FALLOUT Bethesda Softworks 
Oh boy, did Fallout 3 (Xbox 360, Play- 
Station PC) have problems. Buggy, 
bloated, and full of bizarre quirks, it also 
gave one the most compelling and 
fully realized game worlds ever built. It’s 
simply impossible not get sidetracked 
the endless tempting locations you 
encounter along your path — some based 
real-life landmarks, some part Fall- 
out lore. The moment you first emerge 
from Vault 101 and gaze upon the vast 
wasteland, which includes the burned- 
out husks the Capitol and the Wash- 
ington Monument on the horizon, is 
unforgettable. 


be ii 


PANORAMA Far Cry let you everything good, but scope and scale made special. 


WHAT WAS YOU 
FAVORITE GAME 


2008? 


Text CAMES, then your nominee, 
to 22122." We'll print a roundup 
of suggestions in an upcoming 
issue of the Phoenix 


MORE HEROES Ubisoft 

No More Heroes (Wii) was a punk manifesto 
video-game form. was created 

the iconoclastic Suda 51 and his team at 
Grasshopper Manufacture, and its reckless 
appropriation symbols and tropes from 
games all genres showed regard for 
manners or civility. Potty humor, over- 
the-top gore, and juvenile sexuality came 
together create irresistible one-of-a- 
kind. Like its hero, ambitious hitman 
named Travis Touchdown, No More Heroes 
seemed love with the very notion 
of its own existence. 


GRAND THEFT AUTO 
Rockstar Games 

When the hype died down, it was clear 
that Theft Auto (Xbox 360, PlaySta- 
tion wasn’t the Codfather video games. 
Rather, was expertly conceived 

and executed open-world game whose 
lightly fictionalized version New York 
City thrummed with life. Rockstar fixed 
many the nagging gameplay problems 
from earlier CTAs, the process creating 
some the most engaging and exciting 
missions the series has had. There was 
pretty good storyline there too, the 
immigrant Niko Bellic found his dream of 
new beginning America crushed un- 
der the heel fate. 


GEOMETRY WARS 

RETRO EVOLVED Activision 

With games evolving ever more toward 
user-friendliness, and even hand holding, 
Geometry Wars 2 (Xbox Live Arcade) made 

case for the high-score list. Only one 
person can hold the top spot, and second 
place the first loser. emphasizing 
your ranking each six game modes, 
both globally and among your friends, 
tapped into that primal spirit 
tiveness and that has 
given humankind such glorious pastimes 
as sports, pranks, and, yes, video games. 


The folks Sega had little faith the 
sales potential of Yakuza 2 (PlayStation 2), 
the year’s most unfairly ignored game, 
that they didn’t even bother record 
English-language dialogue track for its 
American release. Who could blame them? 
The original itself the most overlooked 
title 2006 sank like stone the 
market, and hardcore gamers aren’t ex- 
actly clamoring for new software on a last- 
gen system. But you're missing out if you 
pass this one by. Yakuza has intricate 
storyline with a massive cast of characters, 
hours of missions and sidequests, and 
fight scenes brutal, make you 
wince. Maybe the upcoming third install- 
ment, on the PlayStation 3, will get this 
series the attention deserves. 
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CAROLYN CLAY 


t’s been a Buckingham Palace season on 

the local rialto, with a changing of the 

guard both the Huntington Theatre 

Company and the American Repertory 

Theatre and another under way New 
Repertory Theatre, whose artistic director, 
Rick Lombardo, heads for California lead 
San Diego Rep. There’s word Lombar- 
do’s successor, but Peter DuBois took over in 
July for HTC honcho Nicholas Martin (who 
moved the helm the Williamstown 
Theatre Festival before suffering stroke 
September, from which expected 
make full recovery). 

Across the river at the ART, Obie winner 

Diane Paulus took over October, after 
a protracted search for a successor to Har- 
vard-ousted visionary Robert Woodruff. The 
acclaimed director theater and opera 
currently manning the moving van that will 
transport her hit Public Theater revival 
Hair from Central Park Broadway. She has 
yet to announce her first ART season, which 
will commence the fall 2009. But there 
hope that the downtown New York theater 
Star will reprise add the genre- 


busting crossover works that have made her 
name, among them The Donkey Show, a 1970s 
disco riff Midsummer Dream that 
for six years Off Broadway. Roll over, 
Shakespeare; tell Donna Summer the news. 

more frustrating note: the 10-year- 
old Boston Theatre Works followed its blis- 
teringly natural revival Tony Kushner’s 
ing out of business. In financial straits, the 
feisty troupe canceiled the rest its season, 
and artistic director Jason Southerland has 
moved Chicago’s Next Theatre Company. 
But lest get either pissed off maudlin, 
the beat does on. Among the bangs and 
whistles were these. 


REGARDS FROM BROADWAY 
the street where you live Washington, 
which the Opera House resides, February 
brightened with the Trevor Nunn-directed 
National Theatre Creat Britain revival 
the sparkling Shavian musical FAIR 
LADY. Pygmalion couldn’t have asked for better 
than Lerner & Loewe, whose 1956 classic was 
elegantly reproduced right down the tow- 
ering architecture Covent Garden. More 
obscure but just charming Jerry Bock 
& Sheldon Harnick’s evanescent 1963 
show SHE LOVES ME, which Nicholas 
Martin made his warm, lavish 
swan song the Hunting- 
ton. And Broadway shows 
don’t get more iconic 
than the 1927 SHOW 
BOAT, which 
Jerome Kern 
and Oscar 
Hammer- 
stein built 
Edna Ferber’s 
novel. Like the 
Mississippi, the 
gorgeous score just 
keeps rolling along, 
and the North Shore 
Music Theatre made 
the full-throated 
most it. 


ACTING SHAKESPEARE 
had some things say 
about the thespian art, and works 
the Bard are great place show 
off. The highlight Shakespeare 
& Company’s season was a powerful 
OTHELLO manned by John Douglas 
Thompson's breaking heart of a Moor, 
Michael Hammond’s hail-fellow lago, 
and Merritt Janson’s fatally naive 
Desdemona. Melia Bensussen directed 
Actors’ Shakespeare Project’s money- 
mad THE MERCHANT OF VENICE, which was 
dominated by Jeremiah Kissel’s Shylock — 
the beginning crafty kibitzer you might 
meet bar mitzvah, later avenger 
you might meet in a nightmare. 


right 


RECORDED HISTORY 

British eminence Tom Stoppard crammed 
not just his record library but Sapphic 
poetry, human passion, Cold War espio- 
and years Czech history filtered 
through lens disappointed English 
Marxism into ROCK ROLL. And the Hun- 
tington Theatre Company, co-produc- 
tion with American Conservatory Theater, 
located the heart well the cerebrum 
this emotionally and politically complex 
play punctuated exhilarating bursts 
the title commodity. smaller scale, 
playwright Lydia Diamond visited Af- 
rican, continental, and interior shores in 
VOYEURS DE VENUS, a theatrical amalgam of 
history, spectacle, nightmare, minstrelsy, 
and the search for racial identity built on 
the story Saartjie Baartman, the 19th- 
century South African woman exploited 
the Hottentot Venus. Company One gave 
the complex work a credible treatment, 
complete with stereotype-twisting song 
and dance. 


CROSSOVER HITS 

The title character Sarah 
crosses over limbo where memory 
evaporates and the shade her dead fa- 
ther sets out to teach our heroine a new 
language. Rick New Repertory 
Theatre production captured the quirky, 
otherworldly charm well the deeper 
yearnings Ruhl’s magical journey. 
Also sticking toe the Styx was Obie- 
winning writer/performer/professor Anna 
Deavere Smith, whose LET DOWN EASY 
was presented by the American Repertory 
Theatre. More diffuse than Smith’s earlier 
exemplars interview-based theater, the 
work began exploration the resil- 
ience and the vulnerability of the human 
body. But the human spirit proved impos- 
sible ignore Smith sleuthed for that 
ineffable something that gets the 
other side. Not all encounters with the oc- 
cult are serious, of course, as Trinity Reper- 
tory Company proved with artistic director 
Curt elegantly pithy revival 
séance-induced ménage-a-trois 
SLITHE SPIRIT. 


SPEAKEASY DOES 

SpeakEasy Stage Company has come 

long way since its low-budget beginnings, 
branching into musicals and scoring area 
premieres decorated imports which this 
season included Alan Bennett’s Tony-win- 
ning THE HISTORY BOYS and Conor McPher- 
son’s Tony-nominated THE SEAFARER. Scott 
Edmiston was the helm ace pro- 
duction 
teachers’ duel between knowledge for its 
own sake and teaching to the test. And jack- 
of-all-things-Celtic Carmel directed 
booze-saturated, Dublin-set 
Christmas Eve poker game with the Devil. 
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ANGELS AMERICA 
Boston Theatre Works’ 
blisteringly natural 
revival couldn't keep 
the company solvent. 


AFRAID 

EDWARD ALBEE? 

Not Spiro Veloudos or Charles Towers, artis- 
tic directors of, respectively, the Lyric Stage 
Company Boston and Merrimack Reper- 
tory Theatre. Veloudos helmed elegant 
yet tender revival of Albee’s 1994 Pulitzer- 
winning THREE TALL WOMEN, a tall order 
based on one tall woman: the playwright’s 
imperious adoptive mother. Towers harked 
back to a previous Pulitzer winner, Albee’s 
1967 existential drawing-room comedy A 
DELICATE BALANCE, which he directed ina 
perfectly cast and calibrated production. 


AIDS INSPIRATION 

It’s been 15 years since the Broadway 
triumph Tony Pulitzer-win- 
ning 1980s-set “gay fantasia on national 
themes,” ANGELS IN AMERICA, and five 
years since Mike Nichols’s star-studded 
HBO mini-series. But co-directors Jason 
Southerland and Nancy Curran Willis 
proved with this Boston Theatre Works re- 
vival — low on apocalyptic effects but high 
fine acting young unknowns that 
Angels can dance the head pin. AIDS 
also raises its head in the 2005 IN THE CON- 
TINUUM, in which a Zimbabwean news- 
caster and teen inflicted with the 
disease share similar challenges dispa- 
rate circumstances. Akiba Abaka directed 
the explosive You Mighty Race render- 
ing the melded monologues Danai 
and Nikkole Salter. 


BLACK BOX SPECIALS 

It doesn’t take a colosseum to house a liter- 
ary lion, as proved by Downstage @ New 
Rep’s staging of intriguingly paired one-acts 
Nobel laureate Harold Pinter PINTER 
DUET and the Publick Theatre’s BCA Black 
Box staging Irish writer Brian 
masterful skein interlocked monologues, 
FAITH HEALER. Rick Lombardo directed the 
twinned Pinter treatments marital fanta- 
sy and disconnection; Nora Hussey helmed 
exquisite study the power story- 
telling and the subjectivity of memory. 


THE SCION ALSO RISES 

Carrie Fisher proved both Hollywood royalty 
and court jester in her on-stage memoir 
WISHFUL DRINKING, which the Huntington 
Theatre Company hosted the Theatre. 
the piece has serious aim, the destig- 
manic depression, from whose 
embrace Fisher has flitted into the equally 
damaging arms of drugs, alcohol, and the 
hairmuffs that became her Star Wars signa- 
ture. Telling her tale, the author/performer 
proved funny Dame Edna screwed 
Britney Spears. 


YOUNG, GIFTED, AND FREE 
The no-frills Factory Theatre proved an apt 
setting for Orfeo Croup’s crackling revival 
of John Osborne's shrine to Britain’s Angry 
Young Man, the 1956 LOOK BACK IN ANGER. 
Despite its sexism and its prolixity, the 
landmark drama struck a chord with these 
talented young thespians, and they offered 
their crack, cramped production free of 
charge. Who says you never get something 
for nothing? 


_BY MARCIA SIEGEL 


startling breakthroughs oc- 
curred our dance stages 
2008. okay. Conserva- 
tion good thing these 
times, and some the most 
interesting performances drew the 
uses history personal history, per- 
formance history, and even some inven- 
tions that sought overturn history. 

More than years after the anti- 
establishment postmodern dance revolu- 
tion, its devices of reform still invigo- 
rate studio and stage work. One the 
great dancers that era and this, Sara 
Rudner, spent the month of July in an 
intensive workshop-performance project 
at Summer Stages Dance, with shows 
Concord Academy and the Institute 
of Contemporary Art. Rudner and a core 
group New York dancers worked with 
eight local dancers on a series of strate- 
gies designed to develop movement and 
build the ensemble. The performance, 
called Dancing-on-View, is an ongoing 
model postmodern ideas: open- 
ended choreographic scheme that pro- 
vokes the imagination and sparks the 
most personal, spontaneous instincts 
each dancer. 

The idea of choreography as a process or 
simply a plan, rather than some finished 
and fixed product, was crucial for many 
postmoderns. Among other advantages, 
allows artists interact even when 
they’re not in the same room together. 

In a doubleheader at the Dance Complex, 
Marjorie Morgan and Karl Cronin offered 


solos based instructions postmodern 
star Deborah Hay. Morgan and Cronin took 
workshops with Hay different times, 
and they came away with notes inter- 
pret springboards for their own creativ- 
ity. The outcome was Morgan’s dance, 
Cronin’s, as much as Hay’s. 

Postmodernist Lucinda Childs works 
much more conventionally, building her 
dances musical structures, but her 
movement subtly changing organiza- 
tion of slimmed-down, supercharged ballet 
steps. Childs was hand the Coolidge 
Corner Theater offer her soft-spoken 
comments after screening fine new 
documentary about her career by French 
filmmaker Patrick Bensard. Her work ex- 
emplifies the postmodern insistence 
neutrality performing position. 

Instead pursuing self-expression 
goosing the movement with artificial 
smiles and sexiness, the postmoderns 
drew attention compositional struc- 
ture, pedestrian behavior, and eclectic 
resources of many kinds. Dancers could 
boogie, sing, entertain, dress up, affect 
campy postures. The embrace popular 
entertainment gave serious dance per- 
mit for comedy, something neither mod- 
ern dance nor ballet noted for. 

This year got full evening Josh 
loopy tap inventions, Healing 
Powers: Rhythms of the Left Brain, at the Regent 
Theatre. bonus, showed his film 
FloodHouse Dance, short but evocative tap 
tour his house after was wrecked 
plumbing disaster. 


DARK ELEGIES Boston Ballet (shown here) and Boston Conservatory celebrated Antony 


centenary with this 1937 masterpiece. 


missed the return David 
deconstructed Nutcracker, Nut/Cracked, this 
year (it ran in Out on the Edge’s Festival 
Queer Theater the Boston Center for 
the Arts), but gave his supportive and 
always droll presence several other local 
events, among them Lorraine 
Chapman, choreographic collaboration 
with Parker and Marcus Schulkind, pro- 
duced Here the ICA, zany explo- 
ration American icons from movies 
modern dance itself. Sara Hook’s cabaret 
evening Harvard Dance Center featured 
the gifted Mary Cochran, assisted Park- 
er, riffing modern 
dance and anxiety. 

Several imported attractions bore post- 
modern latter-day influence. Les 
Grands Ballets Canadiens Montreal 
brought Ohad Naharin’s adaptable col- 
lection of showpieces, Minus One, to the 
Cutler Majestic. this collage en- 
durance, ritual, attitude, and audience 
have reveal things about themselves 
they’ve never told public. 

Bill Jones brought his Jones/Zane 
company the ICA two theater pieces 
with socio-political themes. In February 
there was Chapel/Chapter, about crime and 
accountability, and in October Another Eve- 
ning: Serenade/The Proposition, about Ameri- 
ca’s racial trauma. Both evenings certified 
Jones’s expertise director who can 
shape dance, design, music, sound, and 
media into performance pieces that are 
beautiful and thought-provoking. 

Postmodernism’s eclectic range, along 
with the cross-cultural effects global- 
ization, could be seen in the Irish-Scot- 
tish-bluegrass music and dance James 
Devine and his Celtic Tap collaborators, 
fiddler Duncan Wickel and drummer 
Paul Jennings. Black Grace from New 
Zealand fused traditional dance and mu- 
sic from the Pacific Islands with modern 
dance and pop-culture references. And 
New York-based Taiwanese choreogra- 
pher Nai-Ni Chen’s program John Han- 
cock Hall drew on modern-dance tech- 
nique blended with gorgeous Chinese-de- 
rived visual design and imagery 

Kinodance experimented with light, 
projections, and electronics in two myste- 
rious pieces, Behemoth and Fuse, at the ICA. 
Kooza, from Cirque du Soleil, proved that 
fabulous performers don’t need sophisti- 
cated media transport into fantasy. 

For fabulous performers can also 
count on World Music’s annual Flamenco 
Festival, and this year’s standout was 
Soledad Barrio and Noche Flamenca. The 
passion that drives Barrio and her musical 
partners takes the darkest corners 
experience, even though might not 
know the actual source their pain. 

The ballet world celebrated the cente- 
nary the English-American choreog- 


DANCING-ON-VIEW 
Sarah Rudner’s work- 

shop-performance proj- 
ect had an open-ended 
choreographic scheme. 


rapher Antony Tudor this year, and both 
Boston Ballet and Boston Conservatory’s 
dance department mounted revivals 

his 1937 masterpiece Dark Elegies, 
Gustav Mahler’s Kindertotenlieder. Tudor 
reworked the idiom classical ballet, 
transforming that basically impersonal 
lexicon express deep emotions and 
nuanced character. Alongside Dark Ele- 
gies the Conservatory showed two lighter 
pieces that Tudor made for his students 
the Juilliard School, Continuo and Little 
Improvisations. 

Boston Ballet continues revive ballet 
classics addition fostering new cho- 
reography. the same program with the 
Tudor May did George Balanchine’s 
wonderful Concerto Barocco (1941) and 
Twyla Tharp’s 1986 post-minimalist crowd 
pleaser In the Upper Room. This month's 
newly dusted-off Nutcracker gave preview 
what the company’s repertory will look 
like when leaves the Wang Theatre next 
fall take regular residence the Op- 
era House. look forward that. 

Master choreographies present im- 
portant challenges for student danc- 
ers, and Boston Conservatory set two 
modern-dance favorites this year, José 
Lim6n’s 1958 Missa Brevis (Kodaly) and 
Martha Graham’s 1936 Steps in the Street, 
the latter reconstructed in 1989 by the 
choreographer and long-time Craham 
dancer Yuriko, who came to Boston to 
the students. 

Traditional ballet and modern dance 
are still the bedrock which dance per- 
formance depends, even when they be- 
come fused with each other. Jacob’s Pil- 
low and this month the Tsai Center 
BU, Lar Lubovitch’s company worked the 
expressive side modern dance perfec- 
tion. Aspen Santa Fe Ballet at the Pillow 
did program high-technique contem- 
porary dance group choreographers 
influenced William Forsythe. 

And then, some of the best works of 
the year were unclassifiable. Summer 
Stages Dance brought Eiko and Koma, 
with pianist Margaret Leng Tan, for per- 
formance Mourning Concord Academy. 
The Japanese-American duo drew us into 
an intense visual and visceral universe 
where the boundaries separating beasts 
and vegetation, life and death, intel- 

ligence, windstorm, and terror, can no 
longer detected. 

And in June the Mark Morris Dance 
Croup and Emmanuel Music staged 
revival Henry Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas 
at the Cutler Majestic. In his modern but 
strangely congenial interpretation the 
great Baroque opera, Morris set the char- 
acters in formal motion, with the tragic 
heroine Dido and the malevolent Sorcer- 
ess who brings about her downfall played 
the same dancer. Amber Darragh was 
superb both roles. 
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GREG COOK 


Boston art scene felt muted for 
much 2008, with galleries 
closing and the death two local 
icons: Harriet Casdin-Silver and 
Jules But the art itself 
was source continuing cheer. Muse- 
ums showcased “genius” styrofoam 
cups, rascally Chinese forger, and folk 
artists from across Massachusetts. The ICA 
went on a roll, the Peabody Essex Museum 
maintained its good run, and by November 
a rejiggered Harrison Avenue gallery dis- 
trict seemed to have regained its footing. 
Here are the bright spots of a dark year. 


YOKELS 
When last month the DeCordova Museum 
announced that its trademark “Annual 
Exhibition” local art will going bien- 
nial, seemed saying that there’s 
not enough worthwhile stuff made here 
sustain a yearly round-up. Or maybe cura- 
tors just need new ways envisioning the 
Boston scene. “This Boston, Not LA” 
LaMontagne Gallery identified a crackling 
group artists fueled rock and roll 
and nostalgia. “Keepers Tradition,” 
organized the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council and the National Heritage Mu- 
seum (it’s at the NHM through June 7), 
plumbed the magic often-overlooked 
contemporary folk art from around the 
state. Laconia Gallery’s “Overflow,” 
Somerville artists Resa Blatman and Mary 
bore witness the group 
locals (see also Pixnit) coalescing around 
sexy rococo decorative pattern painting. 
Here and there local artists glittered 
group shows. the Museum the Nation- 
Center Afro-American Artists’ “Reflec- 
tions in Exile,” Chaz Maviyane-Davies stood 
out with posters aimed like poison darts 
the bloody dictatorship his native Zim- 
babwe. Andrew Witkin’s living-room-like 
installation the Foster Prize exhibit 
(up through March 1) argued for the taste- 
fully lived life and persnickety interior de- 
sign as art. Now-closed Gallery XIV’s “a pol- 
itic” offered glimpse the Web art that 
Elaine Bay (a friend) has been making by 
distilling the style of Web sites, MySpace, 
and even terrorist videos into bright, crazy, 
flashy, pointed pop art. (Samples www. 
Tevoltadie.com, www. goldenjasmineyeti- 
dancers.com, and www. myspace.com/cen- 
tralregioncoastguard.) 


BIG MINIMALIST SPECTACLES 

After blah first year its new Water- 
front building, the Institute Contempo- 
rary Art produced back-to-back hits from 
riffs classic Minimalist sculpture. Brit 
Anish Kapoor’s sleight-of-hand turned 
mirrors and funnels, bumps and caves, 
into streamlined sublime spectacles. Mac- 
Arthur “genius” Tara Donovan explored 
the secret life disposable cups and drink- 
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1828 miniature 
was part the 
Peabody Essex 
Museum's 
“Wedded Bliss.” 


forged urgent, 
dark, Catholic passion for 
crown and Christ. Big blow- 
out old-masterpiece shows 
are the museum’s bread and 
butter, but the MFA showed 
it can ace small too with 
“Zhang Painter, 
Collector, Forger,” a deft in- 
vestigation into how mas- 
terly 20th-century Chinese 
painter duped experts — in- 
cluding the MFA with his 
bogus thousand-year-old 
Chinese works. 
Meanwhile, “Crand 
Scale: Monumental Prints 
in the Age of Durer and 
Titian” at Wellesley’s Da 
vis Museum recalibrated 
our sense of history with 
rarely exhibited large-scale 
Renaissance prints that 
showed artists pushing the 
medium to its boundaries. 


COOLER THAN COOL 
Organized California’s Or- 
ange County Museum of Art, 
the Addison “Birth 
the Cool” was thrilling 
survey of LA mid-century 
Modernism, and once again 
got dream that dash- 
ing streamlined design and 
painting and jazz album cov- 
ers could spawn glamorous 
utopia. 


HEART DARKNESS 
Brit Ana Maria Dark 
Night the Soul the Danforth 
Museum filled dark gallery 
with rough-hewn, life-size 
wood figures bystanders 
warily eyeing the sinister 
men who surrounded a naked 
man tied to a post. He was 
kneeling, and there was a black bag over 
his head, and he’d been shot full of arrows: 
St. Sebastian as the victim of torture. Made 
in 1999, Pacheco’s installation touched 

crimes the military dictatorships 
her native Brazil. But walking among the 
figures during the last year the Bush 
administration, it was hard not to mourn, 
and equally hard not feel implicated 
our dark deeds. 


SENSE WHERE YOU ARE 

For more than seven years, Ernest Morin 
(another friend) has been photographing 
the gritty streets This sum- 
mer, when the mayor proposed rezone 
iconic neighborhood docks, fish 
factories, and tenements make way for 
condos and Marriott hotel, Morin went 
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ANNUNCIATION 10-foot-high altarpiece 
painting starred the blockbuster Spanish show. 


ing produce that recall 
seas and clouds. (The show’s through 
January 4.) gem the otherwise dull 
“The World Stage” was Brit Jeremy 
Deller’s heart-rending video document- 
ing his large re-enactment infamous 
British miners’ strike, with dozens of the 
original participants returning fight 
another day. 


OLD SCHOOL 

Organized Duke University’s Nasher 
Museum, “El Greco Velazquez” the 
Museum Pine Arts surveyed the era 
bookended Creco’s visionary ex- 
pressionism and naturalism 
(with room for Juan Sanchez Cotan’s crys- 
talline still lifes). The result was block- 
buster review early-17th-century art 


into overdrive document the neighbor- 
hood before disappeared. July, few 
hundred persons filled City Hall 
to watch a slide show of crisp black-and- 
white shots that dig to the bittersweet 
marrow the place. Morin followed that 
up by organizing resident and business op- 
position to the ghanges. 

“New England Survey” at the Photo- 
graphic Resource Center offered ravishing 
photos of this region's landscape that re- 
minded us why we return again and again 
to our outdoors to find our roots, to find 
solace, to find awe. 


SALEM MAGIC 

The Peabody Essex Museum followed its 
breakout 2007 Joseph Cornell retrospective 
with “Samuel McIntire: Carving an Ameri- 
can Style,” fetching survey the Federal- 
ist-era Salem architect and wood carver. Like 
the Cornell show, it was a definitive study of 
the man’s work, animated by stellar muse- 
ded Bliss,” which showcased treasures creat- 
ed to celebrate getting hitched, and “To the 
Ends the Earth,” reve! rapturous polar 
landscapes (it’s up through March 1) — con- 
firmed PEM’s place as one of New England's 
most exciting institutions. 


PUBLIC EXPOSURE 

Ail year, anonymous artists turned flot- 
sam and jetsam into cunningly balanced 
junk sculptures — part Inuit inuksuk, part 
early David Smith — on the ocean’s edge 

at Dorchester’s Victory Park. Each visit of- 
fered fresh discoveries new assemblages 
were erected after previous ones had col- 
lapsed or been washed away. Runners-up: 
LA’s Shepard Fairey postered Cambridge 
and Boston, and New Jersey’s Ron English 
plastered his Barack Lin- 
coln mash-up mural construction walls 
along Harrison Avenue. 


WITNESS 

Harvard Med assistant profes- 

sor Arun Shanbhag happened to be in 
Mumbai in November visiting his parents 
when terrorists attacked. posted seat- 
of-the-pants photos and notes his blog 
(http://arunshanbhag.com) that were 
riveting and heartbreaking: blood 
street where a waiter was gunned down, 
the Taj Hotel ablaze, commandos rappel- 
ling from helicopter onto the roof 
besieged Jewish center. 


BEST SPAM 

The Institute for Infinitely Small Things’ 
e-mail announcing the conclusion its 
project rename public places Cam- 
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DESERT LABYRINTH 
Roberto Bolafio’s 2666 
can make a claim 

for being the Great 
American Novel, both 
North and South. 


plays 


POET'S POET Elizabeth Bishop received her due from the Library America. 


ere, listed alphabetically au- 
thor, are 10 of the best works of 
fiction, non-fiction, and poetry 
that the Phoenix wrote about in 
2008. 


TOBY BARLOW SHARP TEETH 
Harper 

Written beautiful, precise unrhymed 
verse, Toby Barlow’s debut novel is about 
packs of werewolves roaming modern-day 
Los Angeles. SharpTeeth provides the combi- 
nation of smarts, lyricism, and thrills you 
might associate with the brainiest horror 
and fantasy entertainments. But notwith- 
standing the thriller plot, with its compet- 
ing wolfpacks (used, among other things, 
by big-time meth dealers to take out their 
small-time competition) and shifting loyal- 
ties, Barlow has written a novel about the 
connections — familial, social, romantic — 
form, about how easily they break, and 
about the comfort found the compro- 
never thought settle for. 


Not usually self-revelatory writer, Barnes 

here gets naked about his terror death and 

his atheism/agnosticism, and about the 

tense dance of these ideas. He’s grounded 


and his childhood memories. From there 
embarks expansive meditation zs- 
thetics and religions, the inconstancy 
and its relation the imagination, 
on the genesis of fiction and narrative, and 
non-belief and thanaphobia literature 
and in himself. The book is scholarly, ana- 
lytic, touching, and often very funny. 


FRANK BIDART WATCHING 
THE SPRING FESTIVAL Farrar, 
Straus Giroux 

To those accustomed to Bidart’s distances — 
the pages and pages staggered-line as- 
saults the big questions these new 
poems feel short. But not fast. Like all 
Bidart’s poems, they make the line break 
almost a category of consciousness. Every 
enjambed line, every bit white space, 
every pause the product decision. 
Every ounce the unnecessary has been 
lopped away with one those razor-sharp 
Japanese fish knives, and you can feel the 
fresh face language greet the air. 


ELIZABETH BISHOP PROSE, 
POEMS, AND LETTERS Library 
America 

Although she has recent years broken 
through wider readership, Elizabeth 
Bishop was always poet’s poet, touch- 
stone uncompromised excellence and 


integrity, fastidious maker verbal oc- 
casions that become more resonant with 
each reading. The editors here are her 
friends Robert Giroux (who was also her 
editor at Farrar, Straus & Giroux) and Lloyd 
Schwartz (who’s the Phoenix’s classical-mu- 
sic critic). The two have been scrupulous, 
fashioning presentation that honors her 
achievement poet (with special atten- 
tion paid her careful sequencings) and 
the same time reveals her range 
writer stories, reportage, and 
essays, along with her gifts 
translator and free-spoken cor- 
respondent. 


ROBERTO BOLANO 
2666 Farrar, Straus 
Giroux 
Jorge Luis Borges wrote the des- 
ert as a labyrinth without walls 
center, unending and inescap- 
able. That’s fair description 
Roberto 912-page last 
work. (He died in 2003, age 50.) 
2666 does have circumference 
sorts, however, a circular narra- 
tive that begins, like his previous 
novel, The Savage Detectives, with 
academics searching the waste- 
lands the Sonora province Mexico for 
a legendary writer and ending . . . well, 
it’s hard say, somewhere that general 
vicinity. Like Moby Dick, this book confronts 
the nature, the ubiquity, and the elusive- 
ness evil. And such can also make 
claim for being the Creat American Novel, 
both North and South. 


YOU Simon Schuster 

Hecht told the Believer that when people 
ask her what her stories are about, she 
“They’re about the way things are 
now.” The domestic always yoked 

the global the infinite, the space 

paragraph, even sentence. Her two 
story collections and one novel are told in 
the same first-person voice: unnamed 
photographer who splits her time between 
East Hampton the winter and Nantuck- 
the summer. Prickly, anxiety-ridden, 
deadpan-funny, vegan, she marks civiliza- 
tion’s decline: from personal etiquette and 
the degradation the English language 
and fashion international catastrophes, 
the “Alfred E. Neuman president,” and 
“the globally warmed-up days.” 


MARILYNNE ROBINSON 
HOME Farrar, Straus Giroux 

Home returns the characters and the 
lowa town depicted Robinson's 
2004 Pulitzer-winning Gilead. Jack Bough- 
ton, 41, is the sin-sick soul returning after 
20-year absence the house where his 
father dying. Jack has been living the 


WHAT WAS YOUR 
FAVORITE BOOK 2008? 


Text 800s, then your nominee, 

to 22122." We'll print a roundup 
of suggestions in an upcoming 
issue of the Phoenix. 


STANGARD TEXT-MESSAGING RATES APPLY 


Jim Crow South, witness. And fallen 
love with black woman. The novel 

can read family story about love 
and death, about shame and forgiveness; 
yet it’s also meditation the American 
concept of a Christian life, and a hymn, a 
sacred song that bears its readers glori- 
ous place. But you don’t have right- 
eous or holy to ride this train. 


AMMON SHEA READING THE 
OED Perigee 

Shea, turns out, not some dictionary dil- 
ettante hoping read his way into the Guin- 
ness Book World Records. Although he’s 
worked street musician Paris, gon- 
dolier San Diego, and furniture mover 

in New York City, his real business is words, 
and that end owns “about thousand 
volumes of dictionaries, thesauri, and as- 
sorted glossaries.” Those would include seven 
different copies the Oxford English Dictionary. 
His selections are fun and edifying, but even 
more engaging his account his own 
reading: the headaches, the grayed-out vi- 
sion, the endless cups espresso. 


NED SUBLETTE THE WORLD 
THAT MADE NEW ORLEANS: 

FROM SPANISH SILVER CONGO 
SQUARE Lawrence Hill Books 

Like his exhaustive 2004 Cuba and Its Music: 
From the First Drums the Mambo (Chicago Re- 
view Press), Sublette’s study of New Orleans 
teases multiple discrete threads from 
complex historical weave European colo- 
nizers and African slaves. His research has 
both breadth and depth. his attempts 
understand the origins the city’s distinc- 
tive music, ranges from linguistics (trac- 
ing the word “funk” both Middle English 
and Kikongo) to first-hand accounts of the 
arrival of European opera in 1796 and that 
Congo Square slave dances. For those 
interested the unique character the 
Crescent City, he’s given detailed and 
plausible explanation how that world 
came be. 


PAULA URUBURU AMERICAN 
EVE Riverhead 

The subtitle here Evelyn Nesbit, Stanford White, 
The Birth the “It” Girl, and the Crime the Century. 
central role the 1906 murder 
internationally famous architect Stanford 
White has been dramatized by Hollywood in 
the 1955 The Girl the Red Swing and 
reimagined fiction E.L. Doctorow 
Ragtime. Nesbit herself published two (some- 
times inconsistent) memoirs. But never has 
this awful tale been better researched 
described than Hofstra University English 
professor Paula Uruburu’s American Eve. Uru- 
buru builds psychological profile which 
sexual naiveté plus parental abandonment 
aggravated unearned notoriety based 
looks alone adds certain doom. 
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SWEET BUMMER 
Death Magnetic, 
Metallica returned 

Black Forest gui- 


_BY DANIEL BROCKMAN 


usic is a drug, as they say, dis- 
torting perception and shaping 
reality into appro- 
priate patterns and themes. In 
heady times like these, can 
real trip look back through the past year 
and see what our musical idols were telling 
about ourselves all along whether show- 
ing our most craven inner id, echoing 
the cynicism that grows our hearts 
react the madness around us. MGMT said 
one the most beguilingly mind-bend- 
ing pop moments on record this year, “We're 
fated pretend.” 

The interface between reality and fantasy 
almost always war zone contemporary 
rap, but this year felt the fantasy were 
ready snap. Rap’s sonic frontier shifted 
the legal hazards sampling 
meant that most rappers had get with 
synths and beatboxes. Whereas KANYE 
new digital sobfest 808s and Heartbreak 
faltered, other rappers were able to make 
spare production work. “It ain’t frontin’ 
you got it” is a line uttered in two Top 10 rap 
tunes this year: LIL WAYNE’s “A Milli” and T.l.’s 
“Whatever You Like,” both straightforward 
odes being rich and getting laid, that 
order. song particularly epic and se- 
ductive, if only because its brazen fantasy is 
tawdry and false: when offers 
the jet tonight and you can go wherever you 
like,” he seems to forget not only the then- 
$4-a-gallon gas tariff but also his own ankle- 
cuffed house arrest. 

“Whatever You Like” was eventually de- 
throned from the spot the 
100” by another T.I. smash, his duet with 
RIHANNA, “Live Your Life,” song equally 
obsessed with the twin goals reaching for 
the stars and making that paper, with, 
the beginning, somewhat contradictory 
spoken exhortation lookin’ what 
you ain’t got and start bein’ thankful for 
what you got.” success here hinges 
his understanding that the goal pop 
song put the zeitgeist blender and 
“Live Your Life” does that with 
gusto did mention that it’s dedicated 
“all soldiers over there Iraq”? course, 
doesn’t really matter what singing 
rapping about you have Rihanna. Which 
may explain why “Live Your Life” was one of 
three hits Rihanna had year where she 
didn’t even put album out. The 20-year- 
old Barbadian the bellwether trend 
superdivas where the ability to get a tell-tale 
sing-along hook the radio more crucial 
than the ability display multi-octave 
voice manufacture lyrical introspect. 

there was one constant pop 
sweepstakes, was the rapid ascent 
solo artists willing toe the line between pop 
diva and electroclash queen. The ubiquity 
2007 of Daft Punk and Justice seems to have 
emboldened new generation producers 
harshen the beats dance pop and add 


att 


tar romanticism. 
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HE’S GOT IT! Like T.1.’s “Whatever You Like,” Lil Wayne's “A Milli" was a straightforward ode 


being rich and getting laid. 


some grit to tween pop. How else to explain 
the jolting dance rock of, say, MILEY CYRUS’s 
“Fly the Wall” (on the otherwise turgid 
Breakout), or BRITNEY SPEARS’s iiber-catchy 
“Womanizer”? The thing about diva pop 
that as pop music (somehow) becomes more 
flagrantly sexual, the hand tips toward female 
artists who know how to channel that sexual 
energy into dance vibe. Which means that 
gle Ladies (Put Ring It)”) can banger 
there’s enough sass and thrown in. 

This new attitude also opened the door 
newcomers (with the right was 
particularly impressed with number pro- 
duction jobs French electro-shocker SPACE 
COWBOY, who worked magic for ennui-laden 
British tart NADIA (with her offhandedly 
slut-tastic “My Egyptian Lover” off her Hot Like 
Wow album) and especially rising star LADY 
GAGA (whose album title The 
prophetic enough people hear glam-slam- 
smashes-in-waiting like 
“Starstruck,” “Just Dance,” and “Poker Face”). 
course, the story the year terms 
sassy chicks being provocative KATY PERRY, 
who turned her back her strict religious 
background just long enough pen her ode 
making out with another girl long 
her boyfriend doesn’t mind, Kissed Girl.” 

Meanwhile, the more accessible acts of 


KATY 
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WHO WAS YOUR FAVORITE 
POP ACT 2008? 


Text pop, then your nominee, 
to 22122." We'll print a roundup 
of suggestions in an upcoming 
issue of the Phoenix 


the underground seemed intent on reani- 
mating the corpse the lauded 
Saturdays = Youth whooshed listeners back to 
their respective proms with its John-Hughes- 
soundtrack-that-never-was. New Zealand 
oddball Pip Brown a/k/a put 
together stunning pastiche invented 
creating anthemic dance pop 
that rocks hard and mopes harder like Ba- 
nanarama fronting Depeche Mode. And Sao 
Paulo players CSS continued party all over 
the world on Donkey, with their increasingly 
sophisticated synth/guitar rock/pop carried 
aloft lead singer mix inno- 
cent ineptitude and charming viciousness. 
Brooklyn’s GANG GANG DANCE departed from 
their formless morass of wordless space jams 
merge sparkling washes, weightless eu- 
phoria, worldbeat-inflected gaiety, and sex- 
starved dance-floor whump Saint Dymphna. 
When pop music its giddiest, heavy 
metal can be depended on to bum everyone 
back down to earth, and the new METALLICA 
record would do just that if it weren't so thrill- 
ing hear these dudes defiantly back the 
saddle again. Sounding like the by-product 
series stern talkings-to, Death Magnetic 
sees Hetfield, Ulrich, and company return 
to the Black Forest guitar romanticism so 
painfully missing from the ugly-sounding 
records they've pumped out over the past two 
decades. If they’re still coming at you with 
songs about suicide, war, depression, and 
anger, at least they do so within the confines 
of tightly arranged jams and unbelievably 
gratifying waves of rockitude. But whereas 
Metallica got real, the rest of the metal world 
continued to get more u. :eal. AMON AMARTH 
and the SWORD continued in the vein of 2007's 
top metallers, High on Fire and Mastodon, 
constructing elaborate mythologies to deepen 
their prog-metal labyrinths. The result ac- 
complished stoner thrash with song titles you 
can barely pronounce (e.g., the Sword’s axis- 
shifting single from Gods the Earth, “Fire 
Lances of the Ancient Hyperzepherians”). 
And whereas metal has become more knot- 
ted and complex, so much of what used to be 
called “indie rock” has become 
The patience required metal fans recent 
years to make it through tedious works by 
Sunn O))) and Earth has now beset the not- 
quite-rock Plodding gorgeousness per- 
meated new works by indie luminaries BEACH 
HOUSE, PORTISHEAD, and the BUG, tonamea 
few. Meanwhile, the runaway success this 
year newcomers FLEET FOXES with their 
winsomely anachronistic CSNY-meets-Appa- 
lachia was resounding victory for the twin 
indie virtues preciousness and perceived 
authenticity. But was most impressed with 
the back-to-nature lushness MERCURY 
Snowflake Midnight, wherein the band used 
programmed beats and myopic obsession 
with the natural world shed their previously 
annoying Flaming and discover 
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ands come and go, but songs stick 
around. Long after their final load- 
out, band’s legacy survives 
little fragments entrusted the 
guitar hooks, drum 
fills, synthy thingies, clever lines. Check out 
the Submarines, whose “You, Me and the 
Bourgeoisie” has seized 30 seconds of Ameri- 
can brainspace thanks to an iPhone 3C ad; 
or Amanda Palmer, whose sensational solo 
debut sported the disturbingly peppy abor- 
tion chronicle, “Oasis” — which I won't be 
forgetting anytime soon. 

This was good year for music 
Boston, and can tell the surprising 
frequency local songs (or bits them) 

I routinely catch looping in my head. If 
you've got a more scientific way of picking 
the 10 best songs to come out of Boston this 
year, I'd like to see it. But in the meantime, 
here’s my rank'ng — arranged alphabeti- 
cally prevent messy scene implosions. 


BIG BEAR “20” 

Boston’s most adventurous (and carefully 
damaged) metal offshoot ensemble have al- 
ways been chronically ahead of the curve — 
and “20” serves as Exhibits A-Z. There’s that 
one vocal bit where Jordyn Bonds sounds 
like she’s filling with air while Joel Roston’s 
wily guitar scurries into hiding like frantic 
mouse. There are the swelling and burst- 
ing rhythmic theatrics, bluffs and chasms 
aplenty, keyboards calling out like panicky 
telegraphs, and the most exuberant chorus 
about semiological numbness that’s ever 
been written. 


DISAPPEARER 

“VILLAINOUS MOON” 

For anyone who was giddy over '08’s unoffi- 
cial AmRep resurgence, ushered bands 
like Pissed Jeans and Young Widows, Disap- 
pearer represent thoughtfully reimagined 
return to more Kudgel-y times in Boston. 
“Villainous Moon” ignites into sprawling 
wildfire of distortion, clobbering drums, 
and scratchy, oh-so-satisfying, Yow-ish hol- 
lerin’. This ditty is one of four you grab for 
free off of their Web site. 


KETMAN “PINCH 

TIGHT 

CHAINS MURTI-BING” 

Even though first proper full- 
length, dropped at the very start of ’o8, it has 
weathered the odds of my iPod and remained 
firmly in the Recently Played column. Why? 
Because of shit like this: I didn’t even realize 
these two songs were two songs thought 
they were more like conjoined twins. “Pinch 
‘Em Tight” 's hammy fits and starts conjure 
match between the D-Plan and 
the Minutemen, while the locomotive tension 
Chains” recalls the bruising post-punk 
of Kerosene 454 or Fugazi. No other local re- 
cord this year had such a ride in store; listen to 
this your car and your airbags might deploy. 


THE LOW ANTHEM “TO 
On their self-released Oh My God, Charlie Dar- 
win (recorded Block Island last winter), 
the Low Anthem alternate between grizzly, 
Waitsian stompers and sonorous, tranquil 


meditations, like the album’s title track 


and like this one, “To Ohio.” Lowing clari- 
nets, humming harmonicas, and Ben Knox 
Miller’s gentie, almost fatherly whisper 
straight your gut, and the futility find- 
ing new love after you've lost the love you 
had will have your bottom lip aquiver before 
the second verse. 


MARISSA NADLER 
“DIAMOND HEART” 


Not get too personal here, but 
was listening to way too much Joanna 
Newsom this past spring, and led 


all sorts of unreasonable reactions on my 


Local motion 


part one being unofficial embargo 


forbidding anything vaguely “enchanted” 
faerie-derived from entering ear- 


at 


7 


~~ 


A 


FAERIES, MAYBE 
But Marissa 
“Diamond Heart” 
dreamy, glimmering 
and harp-free. 


ports. Now realize how silly that was, 
since spent most not listening 
the gorgeous Songs III: Bird the Water (Ke- 
mado). Don’t meet the same lame fate: 
with lead-off track “Diamond Heart” 
and enter Nadler’s dreamy, glimmering 
and thankfully harp-free world. 


PANTS YELL! 

“TWO FRENCH SISTERS” 

There too many indie-pop outfits 
that can cause serious breakouts goose- 
bumpage within the first few seconds 

starting song; but then again, there 
many indie-pop bands erudite, 
endearing, and easy lose yourself 
Pants Yell! “Two French Sisters” closes their 
brilliant 2008 disc Alison Statton (Soft Abuse), 
and its soaring Mellotron, tear-streaked 
guitar lines, and wistful monologue make 
the idolatry takes its topic less 
the result post-graduate ennui and more 
like moral imperative. 


wh 


WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITE 
LOCAL SONG 2008? 


Text LOCAL, then your nominee, 
to 22122.” We'll print a roundup 
of suggestions in an upcoming 
issue of the Phoenix. 


*STANDARO TEXT-AAESSALIMG RATES APPLY 


PASSION PIT “SLEEPYHEAD” 

“Oh, wicked original, Phoenix,” you say. 
Well nanny-nanny-poo-poo, reply. 
For one thing, Passion Pit’s well-worn 
“Sleepyhead” remains white hot and 
you can lay the emphasis either term 
there. The nervously drawn jam landed 
them on Frenchkiss (which issued their 
sole Chunk of Change EP this year), got 
them all sorts of love and hate above and 
beyond the blogosphere (hell, Andrew 
Kuo even smarmily diagrammed its mer- 
its for The New York Times), and still enjoys 
unspeakable powers over our collective 
booties. Maybe you just need lighten 
up, dude. 


PONIES THE SURF 

“SEE YOU HAPPY” 

The brother/sister duo Alexander and 
Camille put out truly, last- 
ingly beautiful record with this year’s 

See You Happy (Darla). Though abounds, 
their simplicity should never mistaken 
for minimalist streak, demonstrated 
here on the album's title track, where the 
melody seems construct its own system 
sense. They deftly navigate the same 
bare-bones complexity that makes loving 
someone else difficult which prob- 
ably how they make sound easy. 


TERMANOLOGY/ST. SQUAD 
THE ST.” 

Local Termanology has been buh-low- 
ing up this year (see his profile in Spin this 
month) — and for good reason. His Politics 
Usual (Nature Sounds) had some the 
most forward shit to come from the Bean 
years (check “We Killin’ Ourselves”). 
But this year, track spanked like 
this Statik Selektah-produced cut from his 
ST. Squad mix, featuring Term, 

Deadeye, Money, Clip, Ghetto, 
Stalion, Hectic, and Superstah Snuk. Pick- 
ing good rap track Boston like pick- 
ing grape off bunch them, 
but the ST. are great gang guides for 
the curious newb. 


WINTERPILLS 

“TAKE AWAY THE WORDS” 

The Northampton five-piece Winter- 
pills may have kept something low 
profile over the years, but they’ve also 
recorded what could this year’s fin- 
est local album (hey there’s still few 
days to go), Central Chambers (Signature 
Sounds), a lush spread of beautifully 
fleshed-out folk-pop that would have 
any fan Luna, Tengo, Belle 
and Sebastian insta-smitten. Any track 
off Chambers will you right (“Burn- 
ing Hearts” especially lovely, dark, 
and deep); but for survey their skills 
with softness and stompers alike, “Take 
Away the Words” hit single that only 
needs youtohitit. 
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WELL-WORN But Passion “Sleepyhead” remains white hot. 


_BY JON GARELICK 


ere, in no particular order, are 
some of my favorite things 
from among the people, CDs, 
and perforinances wrote 
about this year. 


BRIAN BLADE FELLOWSHIP 

Blade has become the man in jazz drumming, 
most prominently with Joshua Redman in 
the ’90s and Wayne Shorter in the ‘oos. But 
he’s got string pop credits that includes 
Joni Mitchell, Bob Dylan, and Daniel Lanois. 
His Fellowship Band, with co-composer and 
keyboardist Jon Cowherd, represents the 
merger Blade’s pop and jazz sides and 
general movement jazz among players un- 
der 4o toward creating jazz from the kind of 
pop they grew with (as opposed the pop 
Sonny Rollins grew up with). Blade, Cow- 
herd, bassist Chris Thomas, reedmen Myron 
Walden and Melvin Butler, and guitarist Kurt 
Rosenwinkel released only their third album 
since 1998, Season of Changes (Verve), tore it up 
Newport last August, and (with slightly 
different line-up) filled Scullers for two shows 
November. 


RUDRESH MAHANTHAPPA 
Colorado-raised alto-saxophonist Mahan- 
thappa didn’t begin explore seriously 
the music his parents’ native country till 
1994. Since then he’s continued travel 
there, studying and developing his own 
vision the music, and he’s continued 
collaborate with fellow Indian-American 
Vijay lyer. In February, he brought pianist 
part quartet the Gardner Mu- 
seum for an exciting concert. In September, 
Mahanthappa released Kinsmen (Pi), perhaps 
his most fully realized Indo-jazz fusion 
yet, collaboration with veteran Indian 
alto-saxophonist Kadri and 
ensemble that included violinist A. Kanya- 
kumari and guitarist Rez Abassi. 


CARLA BLEY 
Bley’s local performances have been rare 
recent years, so it was a treat to see her at 
Scullers April with long-time collabora- 
tors Steve Swallow and Andy Sheppard 
her Music with Legs trio. They played her 
20-minute suite “The National Anthem,” 
the beautiful slow tango “Tropical De- 
pression,” the rock-beat “Sidewind- 
ers in Paradise” (which of course 
quoted “Stranger Paradise”), 

the Monkish bebop “Doctor,” the 
sinister matinee-movie waltz 
“Valse Sinistre,” the Norwegian 
folk and her eter- 
nal cyclical waltz “Ad Inifinitum.” 
This was the intimate, small-group 
Bley. Later the year came Appearing 
Nightly (ECM) Bley her daunting big- 
band mode. Maybe can get her back 
live with the big band in 2009? 


Brunch 
2008 Top 


FROM WENX’S JAZZ BRUNCH 


DANILO PEREZ 

Backstage after the Wayne Shorter concert 
Berklee December, the doorkeeper warned 
one her colleagues: “Everybody’s friend 

Danilo’s.” That would Danilo Pérez, 

the indispensable pianist Shorter’s quar- 
tet, and Boston’s foremost jazz citizen — a 
teacher Berklee and New England Con- 
servatory, an international star who makes 
Boston his home and boosts the local scene 
every chance gets, and hero his na- 
tive Panama, where he’s created an annual 
music festival that’s the centerpiece his 
educational-outreach foundation. This year 
he released The Penzma Suite (ArtistShare) as 
well album compositions and ar- 
Claus Ogerman, Across the 
Crystal Sea (Decca). And, oh yeah, he played 
the Regattabar his great trio with Ben 
Street and Adam Cruz. 


JENNY SCHEINMAN 

Scheinman has been utility player for 
years, the go-to violin gal for Norah Jones, 
Lucinda Williams, Vinicius Cantu4ria, and 
especially Bill Frisell. the same time, 
she’s been exploring various Latin and Euro- 
pean-folk and klezmer-influenced solo CDs. 
But this fall she released two CDs on Koch, 
Jenny Scheinman and Crossing the Field — the first 
roots-based vocal album, the second 
instrumental disc that traveled from cov- 
ers Ellington’s “Awful Sad” her own 
dense compositions for strings. the MFA 
June, she proved great singing front- 
woman, with a no-bullshit vocal attack. 
Meanwhile, April she was the lead string 
voice with Frisell’s Quartet 858 the Regat- 
tabar. An indie-jazz diva either way. 


UTILITY 
STRING Jenny 
Scheinman 
released two 


vocal music at 
the MFA, and 
was the lead 
“voice” of Bill 
string 
ensemble. 


CDs, played her 


1_CASSANDRA WILSON | overly [Blue Note} 
2_PATRICIA BARBER, The Cole Porter Mix [Blue Note] 


3_BRIAN BLADE. Season of Cho 
4_TODD SICKAFOOSE Tiny Res 


Leucocyte 


JOEL VEAK 


AMBASSADOR Everybody friend Danilo Pérez. 


ESPERANZA SPALDING 

Spalding had been turning heads since she 
arrived Berklee 17-year-old sing- 

ing counterpoint her flowing acoustic 
basslines and tearing into the instrument 
with scary virtuosity. Her Heads Up debut, 
Esperanza, leaned pop direction, empha- 
sizing her singing and the lyrics rather than 
her distinctive scatting. But here was Milton 
rarely covered “Ponta Areia,” 
Baden “Samba Preludio,” and, 
yes, “Body and Soul” only arrange- 
ment and sung Spanish. When Spalding 
was projected the big screen Newport 
part of George Wein’s All Stars, she brought 
the house down doing the bass/voice thing 
to the Johnny Mercer/Sonny Burke standard 
“Midnight 


DAVID TORN 

Guitarist Torn’s Prezens (ECM) came out 

last year, but he and the band from that 
album — Tim Berne’s Hard Cell Trio, with 
alto-sax Berne, Fender-Rhodes keyboardist 
Craig Taborn, and drummer Tom Rainey — 
get the Regattabar till March. This 
was freely improvised, riveting perfor- 
mance electric jazz, guided the band’s 
experience working together. There was 
plenty electronic squall, but was held 
together Rainey and Taborn, the 
progression based not on chord patterns or 
tunes but rhythmic and dynamic cues 
and each ears and instincts. 


SAXOPHONE SUMMIT 

This supergroup formed 1997 play Col- 
trane tribute concert in Japan. There were a 
couple of albums, and then in 2007 original 
member Michael Brecker died. Ravi Coltrane 
joined David Liebman and Joe Lovano 

the front line for Seraphic Light (Telarc) and 

for show the Regattabar September. 
The project is still about the John Coltrane 


6_AARON PARKS. Invisible Cinema [Blue Note} 
Doy Trip [Nonesuch] 


Roots and Grooves [Heads 
10_ESPERANZA SPALDING, [Heads 


[Verve] 


legacy, but it also has its own identity, with 
everyone contributing compositions and ar- 
the Regattabar, they played 

varied program with variety horns 
(Liebman on wood flute at one point), but it 
was the totality of their sound that was most 
compelling pianist Phil Markowitz, pianist 
Cecil McBee, and drummer Billy Hart equal 
partners with the star soloists. 


KURT ROSENWINKEL 

Doing much Blade redefine the main- 
stream his pal and bandmate the Fellow- 
ship, Kurt Rosenwinkel. There was turnover 
in personnel in Rosenwinkel’s own band 
between the recording The Remedy: Live the 
Village Vanguard (ArtistShare) and the group’s 
performance the Regattabar, where Aaron 
Goldberg, bassist Joe Martin, and 
Eric Harland were replaced by Aaron Parks, 
Ben Street, and Obed Calvaire. But here were 
the same beguiling grooves and melodies, 
and the invaluable partnership between 
Rosenwinkel and his long-term collaborator, 
tenor-sax Mark Turner. 


STANDARD TIME 

Cassandra Wilson with Loverly and Patricia 
Barber with Porter Mix (both CDs 
Blue Note) showed that standards can still 
deep personal expression rather 
than jazz-school exercises. Wilson seems 
have distilled everything learned from 
working the studio with the likes Lee 
Townsend and Bone and also produc- 
ing her own albums, so that her production 
here gives each piece (from “Lover Come Back 
to Me” to“Black Orpheus” and “Caravan”) 

its distinctive groove and vocal performance. 
Barber, meanwhile, made Porter her own 
changing some his lyrics (yikes!) and 
writing three originals. Aside from these gifts 
2008, both singers promise Boston-area 
shows early Happy New Year! 
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THE CRYING LIGHT 


Performance 


WWW. ANTON 


Holiday Tradition Returns! 
December 12-14, 18-22 27-30 


Sanders Theatre, Cambridge 
“Party Hardy” this joyous winter solstice celebration set Thomas Hardy’s 
beloved Wessex.Enjoy carols, dances and rituals the English countryside 
with special guests, The Mellstock Band 


and 


Woods is alternative holiday fa 
that won't brea 


i 
urtie Lane offeTs f 
andica 


Smooth operators 


RICHARD BECK 


Literature, film, and art all have their 

reactionary critics, but it seems to be 
the special curse pop music that almost ev- 
ery push forward gets pegged sign the 
coming Apocalypse, another link cata- 
strophic chain retardations. It’s grand 
tradition: far back the people 
were whining that wind instruments were 
ruining strings-only orchestras. Our current 
pop music has its own village idiot, and his 
name is Auto-Tune. 

software that manipulates the pitch 
recorded singing, Auto-Tune not new. The 
technology was invented the early 
Andy Hildebrand, seismic-data explorer 
turned studio engineer, and aside from 
a brief stepping out in 1998 — Cher’s “Be- 
lieve” has largely trundled along behind 
the scenes, inaudibly masking the vocal im- 
precisions of almost everyone on commercial 
radio. Country musicians, unashamed and 
unpretentious, have sometimes admitted to 
using the software their live performanc- 
es. Most pop acts prefer not discuss it. 

Now, they have no choice. T-Pain has 
called everyone out. His make 
the software’s vocal manipulations audible, 
and it’s become the signature sound the 
last two years; one point near the end 
2007 the annus mirabilis Auto-Tuning 

had seven songs on the Billboard Hot 100 chart, 
four them the Top 10. His melismatic 
electro-flutter was and still the sound’s 
gold standard; “Freeze,” which was released 
this past October, dizzy, zippy dance at- 
tack, and it would be nowhere without Mr. 
Pain’s delirious vocal buzz. 


But messianic neon glow domi- 
nated 2007, the last 12 months have seen the 
larger pop universe begin catch on. 
the Apocalypse-now crowd have taken 
particular offense the idea that it’s the 
voice, that sacred organ the soul, that the 
software manipulates. lost the 
histrionics is that Auto-Tuning doesn’t replace 
the human voice — it works with it. T-Pain, 
Kanye, and Lil Wayne all use Auto-Tune, but 
you can still tell them apart. The vocals you 
hear their tracks are, like all recorded mu- 
sic, man-machine collaborations. 

What becomes important then not 
whether Auto-Tune, but how Auto-Tune. Kanye 
West’s mournful 808s and Heartbreak used Auto- 
Tune precisely because was dehumanizing. 
On a track like “Bad News,” however, you can 
still hear the grain his voice break through 
the sonic security fences. 

It’s tricky line walk. Lil Wayne put out 
one of the year’s best albums, but he followed 
it up with an awful mixtape, Dedication3, 
which failed mostly because Wayne’s druggy 
croak heavily processed that sounds 
microwaved. The same goes for Bon Iver, who 
put an Auto-Tuned track called “Woods” on 
their new EP. the first indie act use the 
technology, Bon Iver are pioneers of a sort, 
but the song more boring than anything 
else, and Justin voice miraculous 
and improbable all its own. 

What makes bad Auto-Tuning isn’t the 
software but rather the lazy embrace novel- 
for its own sake. This why lot people 

have misheard T-Pain. Like all pop stars, he’s 
a somewhat shameless cultural opportun- 
ist, but came with plan. His real gift 
melodic imagination, a knack for fun, jittery 
vocal lines that Auto-Tuine, which adds skit- 
tering grace notes to everything, actually 
amplifies. Can say that T-Pain the 
Auto-Tune? Maybe. It’s not the software 
could sing itself. 


GEORGE PFROMME 


= 

PRESENTE! BY WORLD MU i</ cl 

RISTMAS 
j 

= 


The year not 


really giving shit 


Maybe next year, music 


the annals American pop history, 2008 will 

surely down year when our nation had 
more-important shit worry about. Music usually 
hovers around #1 in the stuff-I-care-about charts, but 
amid all the year’s panic, turmoil, Hope®, and high-def 
widescreen YouTube videos cats falling off things, 
managed to slip down into the low #30s, somewhere 
around birdwatching and maritime law. 

(If you were a critical thinker — and for both our 
sakes, let’s hope you’re not you might wondering 
how dude who barely paid attention music all year 
could honorably sustain a weekly pop-music column ina 
reputable paper. you figure out, please let know.) 

gather that this some kind year-end edition 
and that I’m supposed reflect the music the past 
year. Hey, what the hell? Let’s this thing. now pres- 
ent brief overview artists were maybe supposed 
to care about this year: 


FLEET FOXES saw this album for sale Starbucks, 
and I’m sure hell not going break the cultural em- 
bargo listening it. Willingly hearing reviewing 
any album sold Starbucks would less political 
transgression than Elton John’s playing Sun City during 
apartheid. It’s unconscionable. You just don't doit. 


© AMADOU & MARIAM | Their latest, Welcome to Mali, cur- 
rently holds the spot for the review aggregator 
metacritic.com, and it’s really wonder: Amadou 
Mariam hail from Mali, one the poorest nations the 
world. They’re also blind. You would have total dick 
give their album bad review. you give Kid 
shitty review and his album tanks, can just 

back Michigan and fix cars whatever. 
these guys don’t make it, they have 
back place where they’re already past 
their life expectancy. Buy two copies, you 
heartless bastard. 

interesting sidenote: when looking 
Mali Wikipedia for life-expectancy num- 
bers, came across sentence that illustrates 
the beauty of collaborative knowledge: “Mali 
gained independence in 1959 with Senegal, 
the Mali Federation stick dick matts 
butt 1959.” 


Everyone already knows about 
this shit freebie: “Paper Planes” the 
lazy single the year because was eas- 
ily accessible and musically unimpeachable. 
And I’m the lazy man, whatever, take it. 
Probably the laziest part about this whole affair 
that been listening this track since 
2007, when Kala came out, but it wasn’t re- 
leased single till this year. Which means 
get squeak technicality and hitch our 
wagon relic from back when gave shit. 


THE RADIO sure these guys are 
pretty rad, and hearing that they pulled 

out barnburner this year, but I’m just never 
going trust them. Pitchfork Media likes 

them too much, and Pitchfork that guy from 
high school who just became “cool” two years ago 
and now he rides up to you at school on his fixed- 


gear bike and tries shove his grimy iPod bud your ear 
canal because you're a “music guy” and, hey, now he’s a 
“music guy” too, and he just heard about this really dope 
new band on Pitchfork, and — shit, that just looped back 
itself. 

Speaking infinite Pitchfork recursion: sure 
take glance its patently hilarious “Top 100 Tracks 
the Year” list and take note how pretty much all 
them sound like exactly the kind of shit Pitchfork likes. 


© VAMPIRE WEEKEND | I’m not entirely sure what to make 
these immaculately calculated Ivy Leaguers, aside from 


subconscious desire impress mom dating them. 


Their biography, their mode dress, their unctuous lyr- 
ics, and their Paul Simon-esque African whiteboyism all 
seem calculated to provoke unlimited punches to the face, 
but they confuse the hell out not setting off 
bullshit alarm. It’s the singer (who has the audacity 
call himself Ezra Koenig) were smirking through 
pure earnestness, daring get mad him for being 
unprecedented tit, but hateit. think not 
knowing quite what make them part the point. 
They’re like Marcel Duchamp’s Fountain: don’t know 
whether laud them some kind brilliant conceptual 
just pee them. 


final thought: it’s telling that “Vampire Weekend” 
“boat shoes” returns more than 1000 results Google, 
whereas “Vampire Weekend” “mad pussy” brings 
fewer than so. © 


Come early, have dinner 
and get the best seat! 


State-of-the-Art Sound 
Gourmet Dining Free Parking 


MONTGOMERY. 


JAMES 


January 


GET TICKETS NOW! 


For full schedule and tickets 
visit showcaselive.com 
any Ticketmaster® 
call 866-448-7849 


Showcase Live at Patriot Place Gillette Stadium, Foxboro, MA 
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BIRTHDAY BOY Carter, with james Levine and Daniel Barenboim, the premiere 


his Interventions. 


THE ELLIOTT 

CARTER CENTENNIAL 

Elliott Carter’s 100th birthday was cele- 
brated all over the world, but Boston didn’t 
take a back seat. When had a major artist 
been around long enough to enjoy a cen- 
tennial while still working the top his 
form? Carter has talked about how hard 
used work, but now composing comes 
much easier — he just writes what he 
likes and hurries on to the next piece. At 
Tanglewood this summer, the entire Festi- 
val Contemporary Music was devoted 
him: nearly 50 pieces including two world 
premieres. Oliver Knussen, with illumi- 
nating lucidity, led Carter’s vast Symphonia 
(part of the Boston Symphony Orchestra's 
first all-Carter program), and the Tangle- 
wood Festival student orchestra played 
two Carter’s most difficult pieces, the 
1955 Variations for Orchestra (under Stefan 
Asbury) and the 1969 Concerto for Orchestra 
(under Knussen). There were engaging 
performances Carter’s poetry settings: 
Elizabeth Bishop, Wallace Stevens (the 
haunted In the Distances of Sleep, with young 
Met mezzo Kate Lindsey), John Ashbery (a 
bravura student performance the almost 
impossible Syringa both English and 
Greek; and the delicious new a cappella Mad 
Regales), and Lucy Shelton the exquisite 
Italian cycle (Montale, Ungaretti, Quasi- 
modo) composed for her. 


MORE CARTER 
At Boston Conservatory, Ursula Oppens 
played Carter’s (almost) complete music 


for solo piano including Matribute, the 
little gem he wrote as a birthday gift for 
James Levine's 92-year-old mother. John 
Heiss assembled a New England Conserva- 
tory Carter festival that included the world 
premiere dazzling new percussion 
piece, the Borromeo String 
Quartet spectacular First Quartet, and 
cellist Lawrence Lesser and pianist Chris- 
topher Taylor igniting the landmark Cello 
Sonata. That coordinated with more Carter 
at the Longy School, the Gardner Museum, 
and the BSO, where James Levine led pia- 
nist Daniel Barenboim in another world 
premiere, Interventions, a week before bring- 
ing the same program to Carnegie Hall on 
Carter’s actual birthday, December 11. 


OTHER NEW MUSIC 

Gil Rose, director of the Boston Modern 
Orchestra Project, put together the Ditson 
Festival Contemporary Music the 
Institute of Contemporary Art. Partici- 
pants included the Firebird Ensemble, 
Scott Wheeler’s Dinosaur Annex, Stephen 
Drury’s Callithumpian Consort, David 
Hoose’s Collage New Music and Cantata 
Singers, cellist Matt Haimovitz, George 
Russell, Rose’s own BMOP, and, celebrat- 
ing its goth year, Boston's oldest new- 
music group, Richard Pittman’s Boston 
Musica Viva. (1 heard my first live perfor- 
mances of Elliott Carter at « BMV concert 
back in 1978.) Pieces by Leon Kirchner, 
Harold Shapero, Augusta Read Thomas, 
and John Harbison got stellar treatment. 
Harbison’s BSO-commissioned Symphony 


No. which sets poems about Orpheus 
Mitosz, Rilke, and Louise Cliick (her Eu- 
rydice poem was sung eloquently Kate 
Lindsey), got even better Tanglewood. 


OPERAS TREASURE 

Topping the list, James Levine leading 
Berlioz’s two-part Trojan War epic, Les 
Troyens, with an impressive international 
cast. heard the one performance which 
both parts were done the same day and 
was flattened. The touring Teatro Lirico 
brought satisfying traviata, 
with glamorous Ukrainian soprano Marina 
Viskvorkina Verdi’s tubercular courte- 
san. Guerilla Opera offered the economical 
yet hair-raising premiere Andy Vores’s 


setting Sartre’s three-person horror 


comedy, Exit. The opera that made the 


most news was the john Adams/Peter Sel- 
lars Doctor Atomic, which had its Met debut 


without Sellars’s original staging. actu- 


ally preferred the Fenway Theatre, 
where big-screen close-ups the ma- 
neuverings for the first atomic test made 


everything easier follow than the Met’s 


cluttered blocking. But all versions, the 
arresting first half collapses into second 
act long-winded, sentimental PC. 


MARK MORRIS, MUSICIAN 

The Celebrity Series Boston imported 
Mark Morris's revival of his Dido and Aeneas, 
Henry Purcell’s great 17th-century opera, 
which tells quarter the time the 
same story Berlioz dramatized. At the 1989 
Boston premiere, the late Craig Smith 
conducted the Emmanuel Music chorus 
and orchestra and the late Lorraine Hunt 
Lieberson sang Dido. This year the superb 
Emmanuel musicians were back, and Mor- 
ris himself conducted. Morris is the most 
musical of contemporary choreographers, 
and his sparkling conducting reinforced 
that opinion. 


MORE KURT WEILL 

The Cantata Singers’ year-long tribute 
Kurt Weill continued with such ambitious 
and delightful events as Lynn Torgove’s 
wittily semi-staged Weill Cabaret. Music 
director David Hoose paired Weill with 
Brahms'’s Ein deutsches Requiem and Charles 
Fussell’s soaring High Bridge. And Richard 
the Bostonians gave Weill-on- 
Broadway concert that featured marvelous 
Delores Ziegler as psychologically chal- 
lenged Liza Elliott in scintillating excerpts 
from Lady in the Dark, the role in which she 
blew away Conrad’s complete 2000 
revival. 


KEYBOARD MAGIC 
heard three memorable recitals Russell 
Sherman, Boston's presiding piano guru: 
Bach (with an emotionally colored Sara- 
bande in the third English Suite), Liszt's 
Transcendental Etudes (a musical rather than 
simply technical feat), and Schumann 
wide-ranging, improvisational Arabesque, 

subtly mercurial Kreisleriana, and large- 
scaled C-major Fantasie). Daniel Barenboim 
and James Levine played Schubert’s exqui- 
site F-minor Fantasy. And the Celebrity 
Series brought back Slovenian pianist 


VIOLETTA DIE FOR Ukrainian 
Marina Viskvorkina lit 


Dubravka incandescent Chopin, 
Scarlatti, and Beethoven. 


CHAMBER AND HALL 

Mariss Jansons led Amsterdam's Royal 
Concertgebouw Orchestra in a Celebrity 
Series concert that had more say about 
some BSO favorites — Debussy’s La mer 
and Berlioz’s Symphonie fantastique than 
the BSO itself did. Bach concerto with 
Benjamin Zander’s Boston Philharmonic, 
violinist Gilles Apap and oboist Peggy Pear- 
son didn’t have much to say to each other. 
But Apap excelled Zander’s urgent and 
loving Berg Violin Concerto, and Pearson, 
violinist Ida Levin, violist Marcus Thomp- 
son, and cellist Rhonda Rider, in a Boston 
Chamber Music Society program great 
left-of-center Mozart, played some the 
most gravely charming Wolfgang I’ve ever 
heard. 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 

unusual number cancellations this 
year. Just after his moving rendition 
Schubert’s Winterreise, German baritone 
Thomas Quasthoff sang only one his 
scheduled Schubert song performances 
with the BSO and was replaced 
Brahms serenade. Tenor Ben Heppner, 
who had replaced the Tristan, 
replaced ailing Johan Botha the 
Das Lied von der Erde. When the flu 
forced Leon Fleisher cancel one his 
performances Beethoven’s Emperor Con- 
certo under BSO assistant conductor Julian 
Kuerti, Anton Kuerti, Julian’s famous dad, 
stepped make his BSO debut (at 69); 
was a thrilling collaboration. The younger 
Kuerti made front-page news when 
stepped for temperamental Russian 
maestro Gennady Rozhdestvensky, who 
quit the midst rehearsals, offended 
the way the BSO had publicized 
failed to publicize — him. And it was the 
Russian piece the program Tchai- 
kovsky’s Manfred Symphony — at which 
Kuerti particularly excelled. 


RECORDINGS THE YEAR 
Christmas stockings could easily overflow 
with terrific recordings Boston musi- 
cians. Scott Wheeler’s opera The Construction 
of Boston (Naxos) is an enchanting souvenir 
of a 2007 Boston Cecilia concert, with a 
fine cast wonderfully conducted Donald 
Teeters. On BMOP’s own label, Gil Rose 
leads John Harbison’s complete Ulysses bal- 
let, Charles Fussell’s Wilde (baritone San- 
ford Sylvan as Oscar Wilde), and works by 
Michael Gandolfi, Lukas Foss, Lee Hyla, 
and Eric Sawyer. Peggy Pearson’s Winsor 
Music has Mozart’s sublime Gran 
Partita Serenade conducted and narrated 

(!) by Craig Smith. On Lorraine at Emmanuel 
(Avie), the astonishing, heartbreaking 
Lorraine Hunt Lieberson accompanied 
the Emmanuel Orchestra under Craig 
Smith and John Harbison (with Christo- 
pher heavenly flute) two arias 
from Bach cantatas and all the arias the 
jealous, demented Dejanira in Handel's 
Hercules. Her loss is still so painful, I was 
afraid to listen; now I don’t want to hear 
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CLUBS 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 7 pm | 
“Christmas Day Party” with Dj 
Larry Links 

BURREN | Somerville | Swinging 
Johnsons 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Andy 
Joy 

ICARUS | Boston | 6:30 pm | Keigo 
Hirakawa & Matt Hogan 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline 
|7 pm | “Irish Sessions” with Shea 
Walker | 10 pm | Wild Sextet 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | 10 pm | Chelsea City 
Council 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Patsy & Johnny 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Digger Dawg 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Elements Drum N Bass” 
with Dj Adam F 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 7 pm | Joe 
McMahon Trio | 10 pm | “Cheap 
Cologne Thursdays” with Dj Soul 
Clap 


FRIDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Plain | 10:30 pm | lyeoka & the 
Rock By Funk Tribe 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | “CNC 
Music Marathon” with B & Not 

B + Capsella + Moomaw + Filthy 
Beggars & Angels + Jeff Byrd & 
Dirty Finch 

ATWOOD’'S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Tim Gearan Band 
BANGKOK PARADISE | Salem | 
Mamadou 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | Grip On 
the Sun + Six String Shooter + TPG 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 10 pm | Jeff 
Galindo 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Run To the 
Hills [Iron Maiden tribute] + Life's 
Eyes + Runaway 

BULL MCCABE’S | Somerville | 
Speakeasys 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
| Cambridge | Jafe World + Brig- 
ands + Birthday Suicide + Plasma 
Factory 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Diane Blue & the Fat 
back Band 

CHURCH | Boston | “Church's Box- 
ing Day Extravaganza!” with All 
Mod Cons + Asthmatics + Rydells 
+ Chainsaw Disasters + Cibby & 
the Buzzkills 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm 
and 10 pm | Stephen Kellogg & 
the Sixers 

C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | 5 Fla 
vor Discount 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | Sweet 
Willie D “Deacon of the Blues” 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 
10 pm | “The Remix” 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | 1.Z.A. + Lucretia’s Daggers 
+ Avariel + Acrasjia 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Dj 
Natural 

ESTATE | Boston | “Resurrection 
Fridays” 

FELT | Boston | “Republic Fridays” 
with DJ Rick Rude 

FUSION 5 | Foxborough | “New Day 
Rising” 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | “The Pill” 
with DJ Ken + Dj Michael V. 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Spike 
the Punch 

HARBOR GRILLE | Plymouth | Ma- 
bel Biagini 

HENNESSY'S DOWNSTAIRS | 
Boston | 5 pm | Me & Julio | 9 pm | 
Fly Switch 


HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston 
| DJ Vision 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | Playin’ 
Dead [Crateful Dead tribute] 
KINSALE | Boston | Alley Blues 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Club 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, Ri | Badfish [Sublime tribute] 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
Pub Records Party 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| “Mighty Mighty Bakery Series” 
with Outlets Unplugged 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 7:30 pm | “Hometown 
Throwdown #11” with Mighty 
Mighty Bosstones 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Chin Strap + Triple Thick + 
Noble Rot + Jake & the Jakes 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Djs Flavorheard 

MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 
Classic Ruins + Doom Buggies + 
Egos 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Dyke 
Night” 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Faith In Dis- 
tortion 

PADDY O'S | Boston | 5 pm | Two 
Way Street | 9 pm | Sugar 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 7:30 pm 

| Reveille + Nullset + Breathe + 
Crownvict 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood | 
Jeff Brady 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Pretty Little Things” with 
Dj Vinny 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 
Cranktones 

PUB @ THE RADISSON HOTEL 
PLYMOUTH HARBOR | Plymouth | 
Chuck Palmer's Electric Dream 
REDLINE | Cambridge | “Friday Al- 
ternative” with Dj KC Hallett 

RISE | Boston | 2 am | “Orbit” with 
Dj Deka + DJ Maxwell Dub | 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “River 
Gods Favorites” with Dj Dinos + 

Dj Amy 

ROXY | Boston | 10:30 pm | “Ran'da- 
voo Fridays: Sexy Santa Contest” 
with DJ Wepa 

RYLES | Cambridge | Casanova 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 
Dearborn Valley + Bryan Pero + 
Steve Walther + Henries 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Mirage 
TOAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Pete Kil- 
patrick Band + Matt Lowell 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cam- 
bridge | Fashion People + Hello Echo 
+ Crimis 

UNCLE EDDIE'S | Salisbury | “X-Mas 
Hangover Party” with Drive Theory 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Solid!” with Dj 
Frank White 


SATURDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | Jamaica 
Plain | 10 pm | “Movement” with 
David Dancer 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | “CNC 
Music Marathon” with joshua 
Teller + Jason Psaros + Swift Tech- 
nique + Stevus & the Deceivers + 
Lagoon 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge 
| 6 pm | Jason Myles Coss + Austin 
Nevins 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | Dead 
Cat One Snap 

BEEHIVE | Boston | 10 pm | Balla 
Kouate 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Hillblock + 
Strange Tribe + Second Audio Pro- 
gram + Redlock 

BULL MCCABE’S | Somerville | 
Mike the Spike 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
| Cambridge | Link Wrowe & the 
Wrowemen + Us Versus Them + 
Mesmerines + John Felice [Real 
Kids) 


CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Diane Blue & the Fatback 


CHURCH | Boston | Cocked ‘N Loaded 
+ New Alibis + Red Invasion + 


C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Soul Am- 


DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 


DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Salem 
| Cocaine Tongue + Runaway High 
DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Dj 
Natural 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | Dj 
Casey + Dj Monster Carl 

ESTATE | Boston | “Satisfaction Sat- 
urdays” 

FELT | Boston | “Social Club Satur- 
days” with Dj Mike Bose: Nightclub 


| D) Profenna: Lounge 

FUSION 5 | Foxborough | “Holiday 
Dance Party” with Radio Daze 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Bassic” with 
Damian Silva + DJ C 

GREAT SCOTT | Aliston | “Basstown” 
with Dj Etan + DJ Volvox 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Last 
Laugh 

HARBOR GRILLE | Plymouth | 


FEEL FREE TOT 
ADVANTAGE US. 


Charles Savage 

HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | 3 pm | 
Joey Page 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Virginia 
Coalition + Pete &J 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Freeze Pops 

HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston | 
Syndicate 

Continued on p 20 
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Continued from p 19 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | Swinging 
Johnsons 

KINSALE | Boston | Cherry Orchard 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, Ri | Mike Gordon 


MWNSTAL 


= 


Friday, December 26 
LEEDS ALL-STAR REUNION 
call nite of show 4 details 


. 


Saturday, December MATT MURPHY’S Brookline 
LIVE REGGAE MUSIC Raphel Gomez 
featuring MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
HOT LIKE FIRE | “Mighty Mighty Bakery Series” 


with Mark Lind + Jeff Morris [Death 
& Taxes] 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 7:30 pm | “Hometown 
Throwdown #11” with Mighty 
Mighty Bosstones 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Twitch + Few + Frequency 7 
+ Alchemilla 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Dj Pretty Boy Jones + DJ D-Wiz 
MIDWAY CAFE jamaica Plain 
pm | Stressbomb + USA Waste + Gas 
Attack + Alliston Pants + No Shit | 9 
pm | “Anti Christ-mas Special” with 
3 Dead Mikes 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Tommy & Alan 

OUTPOST | Cambridge | Alex Wan & 
the Cultural Fusion 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Dj Storm 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 7 pm | Four 
Year Strong + Set Your Coals + Every 
Avenue + A Loss For Words + Energy 
+ Lions Lions 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
Slip + Marco Benevento & Joe Russo 
P.A.’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Musical 
Theatre + Streight Angular + Moller 
+ Paraffin Section 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Boom Boom Room” with 
Dj Vinny 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 4 
pm | Josh Lederman | 10:30 pm | 
Andrea Gillis 

PUB @ THE RADISSON HOTEL 
PLYMOUTH HARBOR | Plymouth | 
Chuck Palmer's Electric Dream 
REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Soul 
Shack!” with Dj Inkognito 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | 7:30 pm 
and 10 pm | Persuasions 

RISE | Boston | 1:30 am | “Storm” 
with Dj Connie Casserole: Night 
club | DJ Ryan Ruel: Lounge 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | Brobots 
ROXY | Boston | 10:30 pm | “Epic Sat- 
urdays” with DJ Chris Harris 
RYLES | Cambridge | Mr. Nick & the 
Dirty Tricks 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 
pm | Patsy Hamel | 9 pm | Attention 
Shoppers 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Mirage 
TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Christian 
McNeill + Lyle Brewer | 10 pm | Jen 
Murdza + Katrin 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| “Birthright Israel NEXT & JDub Re- 
cords Hanukkah Bash” with DJ Joro 
Boro + Golem + Wailing Wall 
WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge | 
10:30 pm | Hot Like Fire 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-le-lu-jah” 
with Jantine B + Justin Tiernan 


SUNDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain 
| 10 pm | Mark Zaleski Trio 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 2 pm | 
Martin Doyle 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Utopia Sun 
days” with Dj Bruno 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge 
{1 am | “Jazz Brunch” with North 
Shore Jazz Trio 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | “Sos 
Dance Party” 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Cincoson 
BURREN BACK ROOM | Somerville 
| “Singer-Songwriter Series” with 
Danielle M 

BURREN | Somerville | 7 pm | “Ameri 
cano Session” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | “Candy’s Blues, Jazz and 


105 Washington Se. (Rr 1) Foxboro, MA 508-543-0599 
Grea . vod & Drinks; Pool Tables, Live Entertainment & D]’s 


GRIDIRON STEAK HOUSE Now Serving Lunch Dinner 


0 TOUR 


FRIDAY 


NEW 
DAY 
RISING 
9:00 pm 


SATURDAY 1227 WEDNESDAY 
DRINKS, 
DANCE DANCING 
PARTY 


with FEAR LISTON & DJ 
Wi RADIO DAZE 


ONLY $5 

=>; Complimentary Champagne Toast 

& Party Favors at MIDNIGHT 
7:00 pm 


GREAT PLACE FOR ANYONE WITH SENSE 


“THE PEOPLE WERE RUDE, LOUD AND AFTER FEW DRINKS, 
BLENDED RIGHT 


WAITER MADE HAPPY WANTED RUN HOME 
AND SLAP HIS 


_LUNCH DINNA! LIVE MUSIC 


ORDER ONLINE AT! shearme 
DRDER CON CHURCH | Boston | Big Big Bucks + 
Ut SH Luau + Paris Can Wait + Harriers 
ARLES PI SES 
FLA 


CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Melissa 


Ferrick + Coyote Crace 


DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 
pm | Jonno 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | Salem Cigarette Machine 
DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Mike 
Barrett 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | D) 
Treefingers 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Stuart 
Lee and Co. 

HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | 6 pm | 
Mystery Tramps 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Envy 
On the Coast + Person L + Crime In 
Stereo + Lion of Ido + Foredoes Me 
Quite 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Sweep the Leg 

ISLAND MERCHANT | Hyannis | 4 
pm | “Jazz Jar” with Bart Weisman 
JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | 9 am | 
“Jazz Brunch” with Tom Pendergast 
| 4:30 pm | School of Rock All-Stars | 
6:30 pm | “Holiday Blues Jam” 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Jeff 
Robinson Trio 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
11:30 am | “Irish Sessions” with Noel 
Scott + Ted Davis | 9 pm | Akira 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
|“Mighty Mighty Bakery Series” 
with Wicked Whiskey [Psychobilly] 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Carm- 
bridge | 5 pm | “Hometown Throw- 
down #11” with Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Allstonians + Boston Jolly 
Pirates + Beat Soup + Big Lick 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | Dy 
Generoso 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 4 
pm | “Traditional Irish Sessuin” 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Bogged Down 
PADDY 0’S | Boston | Big idea 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 6:30 pm 

| Acacia Strain + Red Chord + Thy 
Will Be Done 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston 

| Pat McGee + Ernie Halter + Luke 
Mulholland 

P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Head 
band + Curious Buddies + World's 
Greatest Dad + Wufs 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Rebound” with Dj Tanner 
Ross + Dj Jason B. 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 5 
pm | Frank Drake & the Aristocrats | 
9 pm | Frank Morey Band 
PRECINCT | Somerville | 10 pm | Sea 
Monsters 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Action 
Sunday” with Dj Dinos + D) Amy 
RYLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Harvey Finstein 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 7:30 
pm | Julie Dougherty 

TOAD | Cambridge | Nicole Berke 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Akron/Family + Marissa Nadler 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Do It Again” 
with Dj Mayhem + Dj Brek.One + DJ 
Ryan Durkin + Dj Chostdad 


MONDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | Dj Na- 
tan + DJ Nice 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Miss Tess 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Fernando Huergo 
Quartet 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 8 pm | “Songwriter Open 
Mike” | 9:30 pm | Ed White 
CHURCH | Boston | Irreverends + 
Blizzard of ‘78 + Vogon Poets 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Melissa 
Ferrick + Coyote Grace 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 
pm | Keith Lewis 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | “Open Jam Night” 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
“Beat Research” 

HARPERS FERRY | Alliston | Bayside 
+ Valencia & Penrose 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | 7:30 pm 
| “Jam Session” with Rusty Scott 
LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | 
Fringe 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Open Mic” with Tom Bianchi 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
“Berklee Open Mic” 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| “Mighty Mighty Bakery Series” 
with Sal & Jason [Dead Ellington} + 
Gary Hedrick [Kicked In the Head] 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 6 pm | “Hometown Throw 


HALL AND OATES play the Mohegan Sun Arena 
Wednesday. 


down #11” with Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bri_-ge | Pulp 45 + Zip Tie Handcuffs 
+ Ghouls Night Out 

MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 
“Reggae Pot Luck” 

O’BRIEN’S | Alliston | Amoroso + 
Horsehands + Tour De North 
PADDY 0’S | Boston | Mike Ho 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Makka Mondays” with DJ 
Uppercut + DJ Voyager o1 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Dear John Letter Lounge 
PRECINCT | Somerville | Mike Hast 
ings Band 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Weekly 
Wax: DJ Showdowns” with Dj 
Frenchy 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 10 
pm | Infinite Ensemble 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Shwang 
& Anita Suhanin | 10 pm | Tim 
Gearan Band 

2ZUZU | Cambridge | Clow + Man- 
ners + Price Rama of Ayodhya 


TUESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE Cambridge Let- 
terik 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Kosher Ham 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Jamie Stew- 
ardson 

BULL MCCABE’S | Somerville | Da- 
vid Johnston Band 

BURREN | Somerville | 6:30 pm | 
“Open Mic” with Hugh McGowan 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
| Cambridge | “Bluegrass Pickin’ 
Party” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS 

| Cambridge | 8:30 pm | Carter 
Creek Revival | 10 pm | True Life 
Bluegrass 

CHURCH | Boston | Chloe & the 
Pappas + Funkadites 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm 
| Ellis Paul + Dave Coffin | 10 pm | 
Ellis Paul + Adam Ezra 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 
pm | Ryan Fitzsimmons 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Fats Hammond 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Tim 
Cannon 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Dead 
Cats Dead Rats + Margin Walker 
+ Mutt + Callow Hounds + Sher 
man Burns 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | PD 
Rogers 

HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | Jason 
Bonham + Courtney Reid [Maeve] 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Drive 
By + Hollow Sound + Widescreen 
Edition + Nemes 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Crateful 
Dread & Tom Major 


KINSALE | Boston | 7:30 pm | Tom 
Courmey 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | 6 pm! 
Harry Fix Trio 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Ses- 
sion Americana” 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline 

| B3 Kings 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | “6th Annual Last Night on 
Earth” with Caspian + Constants + 
Adai + Hadoken 

MR, DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
“Johnny Cash Night” with Ring of 
Fire Band 

PADDY 0'S | Boston | “Blues Jam” 
with Satch Romano 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
Soulive + DJ Rekha 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Mente + Joe Harvard + Dull + 
Van Winkle 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Vertical 
Slum” with Dj Martin P. + Dj Ryan 
Martin 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Jesus 
& the Argonauts 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Chris Wil- 
hem | 10 pm | Audrey Ryan 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Mike MacDonald & the Widow 
Makers + WJ & the Sweet Sacrifice + 
Tex MacNamara 

ZUZU | Cambridge | DJ Nook 


WEDNESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Plain | 10 pm | “New Year's Eve Red 
Carpet Party” 

ALL ASIA CAFE Cambridge 


“Annual ONE LOVE AFRICA New 


Year's Eve Bash” 

ASGARD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Chillset 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge 

| 10 pm | “New Year's Eve Party” 
witirTim Gearan 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | “New 
Year's Eve Bash: 80s Dance Party” 
BEEHIVE | Boston | “The End Is At 
Hand: New Year's Eve Party” with 
Factory Jazz Project + Pinchbottom 
Burlesque 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | “New Year's 
Eve: Party Like A Rockstar!” with 
L.A. Mob 

CHURCH | Boston | Upper Crust + 
Konks + Watts 

CLUB CAFE | Boston | “New Year's 
Eve Party” 

CLUB LIDO | Revere | “Reveillon/ 
Brazilian New Year's Party” 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm 
and 10 pm | Ellis Paul + Flynn 
CLUB SAHARA | Methuen | Sisters 
of Swing 

C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Fat City 
Band 

COURTSIDE | Cambridge | “New 
Year’s Eve Karaoke Party” 
Continued on p 22 


9:00 
VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER_SO DON’T TRY IT. RESORT 


a 
LT rae 


www ttthebears.com for a full schedule 


SCULLER 


BOSTON’S #1 JAZZ CLUB! 


NEW YEARS EVE 


8pm 11pm 


LAVAY SMITH 
THE 


RED HOT 
LICKERS 


Jump, Jive Wail 
this New Year’s Eve. 
Great dinner, show and 

overnight packages! 


SUITES 
Storrow Dr. & Mass Pike Exit 
Call for Tickets info 617-562-4111 
Order on-line at www.scullersjazz.com 


A A. \ 4 
Traditional BBQ 
There's a Fire in that Kitchen.” 
\__TueSat 
Matastaae 


12.26 Casanova 
12.27 Me. Nick and the Dirty Tricks 
12-31 New Year's Eve Extravaganza 
with the Boston Homs 
101 New Year's Day Brunch wi Patricia Adams 
01-02 Chick Corea Tribute Band 
01-48 Soul City 
Dancehall 
Noche Latina 
Hot Salse Wednesdays 


U Temporada Latina 4 


FR! Viernes de Vacilon 


SAT 40n the Floor 
SUN Salsa Sundays 
Jazz Brunch 


2.28 Yoko Miwa 


JSiC + EVENTS 


Continued from p 20 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “New Year's Eve Party” 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 
“New Year's Eve Party” with Sweep 
the Leg 

DISTRICT LOUNGE | Boston | “Hol- 
lywood Glam New Year's Eve 2009” 
with Dj Tanno 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | “New Year's Eve Party” with 
Vic Morrows 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
“Deep End” with Dj C-Dubs + DJ 
Damien 

FELT | Boston | “The United Na- 
tions: New Year's Eve Party” with 
D) Profenna + Dj Pretty Boy Jones 
+ Dj Jay K 

FOUNDATION LOUNGE | Boston | 
“NYE 2009” 

FUSION 5 | Foxborough | “New 
Year's Eve Party” 

GARGOYLES ON THE SQUARE | 
Somerville | “New Year's Eve Party” 
GREAT SCOTT | Alliston | “Basstown 
New Year's Eve Party” with Pas 
sion Pit + Ciantess + D) Die Young 
+ D) Etan + DJ Volvox 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Two 
Way Street 

GYPSY BAR | Boston | “New Year's 
Eve Party” 

HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | “Rock 
in 2009” with Joshua Tree {U2 
tribute} 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | 
Waltham + Ashers + Organ Beats 

+ My Stupid Friends + Morgan 
Knockers + Andwutz + White Mic + 
Oak Lonetree + Buzzwater + Franks 
+ Dirty Sanchez 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Booty 
Vortex 

KAROUN | Newton | “New Year's 
Eve Party” 

KELLS | Aliston | “16th Annual New 
Year's Eve Party” with DJ Darren 
Drage 

KICKBACK’S LOUNGE | Springfield 
| “Uptown Wednesdays” 

KINGS | Boston | “New Year's Eve. 
Party” with Plaid Daddy Band 
KINSALE | Boston | 10 pm | Big 
Daddy 

KITTY O’SHEA’S | Boston | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Michael 
Baroody 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | 6 pm | 
“New Year's Eve Party” 

LIQUOR STORE | Boston | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Dj Mario 
LIVING ROOM | Providence, RI | 
“New Year's Eve Party” 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Hi8us + John 
Doney 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, R! | Mighty Mighty Bosstones 
MANTRA | Boston | “New Years Eve 
2009” 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Badfish (Sublime tribute] + 
Uncle Billy's Smokehouse 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | “New Yearz Bash” with E]l- 
emental Zazen + Rite Hook + Ama- 
deus the Stampede + Scroll 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 

| Dj Kon 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
“New Year's Eve Party” with Sparkle 
Throwdown 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “The 
Big Bang: New Year's Eve Blowout” 
with Dj GChostdad + Dj] Lone Wolf + 
Dj Knife + DJ Chris Devlin + D] Nee 
bor + Bloco Afrobrazil 

OLIVER'S | Boston | Cease & Desist + 
Minus Scale + Captain Cutthroat 
PADDY 0’S | Boston | 5 pm | Mike Ho 
|9 pm | Jason Smith 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
Soulive 

PARRIS | Boston | “New Year's Eve 
Party” 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Techno & Tech House” with 
Zero G Sounds 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “New Year's Eve Party” with 
Bad Art Ensemble 

PRECINCT | Somerville | “New Years 
Bash” with Don't Kill Ants + Well + 
Rex Complex 

PUB @ THE RADISSON HOTEL 
PLYMOUTH HARBOR | Plymouth | 
Double Trouble 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | 
“New Year's Eve Party” 

RAIN | Malden | “New Year's Eve” 
with DJ Louie DeVito 

RED HAT | Boston | “New Year's Eve 
Party” 

REDLINE | Cambridge | “New Year's 
Eve Party” 

RED SKY | Boston | “Turn the Page: 
New Year's Eve Party” with Dj Massi 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Sugar Ray & 
the Bluetones 

REVOLUTION ROCK BAR | Boston 

| “Cowboy Up NYE 2009” with Dj 
Rick Rude 

RISE | Boston | 1 am | “Earth: New 
Year's Eve @ Rise” with Hot Pink 
Delorean + Eli Wilkie + Chris Mi- 
cali: Lounge | Shasta McNasty + 
Bradford James + Randy Deshaies + 
Loren Lindsley + Jason Bosserman: 
Lounge 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “New 
Year's Eve Black and White Party” 
with HJ So 

RUMOR | Boston | “SoBe New Year's 
Eve 2009” with Dj Cee-Spin 

RYLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Boston Horns 


SAINT | Boston | “Quantum of Saint 
NYE 2009” 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 pm 
| “New Year's Eve Party” with Juliet 
& the Lonesome Romeos | 8 pm | Re- 
verb Joe & the Reverberators | 11 pm | 
Moving Company 

SCULLERS | Boston | 8 pm and 11 pm 
| “New Year's Eve Party” with Lavay 
Smith & the Red Hot Skillet Lickers 
SMOKEN’ JOE’S BBQ | Brighton | 
“New Year's Eve Blues Celebration” 
with Phil Pemberton Band 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | “New Year's Eve Party” 
with Subterranean Cafe Band 

TABU ULTRA LOUNGE | Saugus | 10 
pm | “New Year's Eve Party” with DJ 
Spitaleri + Dj Dres: Main Room | DJ 
Sisko + DJ Super Mario: Lounge 
TEQUILA RAIN | Boston | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with Dj Mike Love 
Gun 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Wed 
Ruby 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | Bos- 
ton | “New Year's Eve Party” with 

Dj BK 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Gilded 
Splinters | 10 pm | “New Year's Eve 
Party” with Christian McNeill + Re- 
deemers + Josh Buckley 

TT. THE BEAR’S PLACE | Cambridge 
| “A Heroes’ New Year's Eve” with Dj 
Chris Ewen 

UPSTAIRS ON THE SQUARE | 
Cambridge | “Annual New Year's 

Eve Féte” 

VENU | Boston | “New Year's Eve 
Party” with Dj Hektik + Dj Costa 
VINALIA RESTAURANT | Boston | 
“Studio Rouge: NYE 2009” with DJ 
Frank White + Dj Eight2 + Dj Elle 
WHISKEY PARK | Boston | “New 
Year's Eve Party” with DJ Miss 
Thang 

WHITE HORSE TAVERN | Allston | 
“New Year's Eve Party” 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-le-iu-jah 
New Year's Dance Party” with 
Claude Money + PJ Cray 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | “All 
Asia Holiday Party” 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Fireside 
DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Andy Joy 
ESTATE | Boston | “Clamlife Thurs 
days” with Dj Richie Ladue 

FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Club Naked/ 
Pleasurable Thursdays” with DJ Dr. 
Rea + Dj Marcus Christian 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston pm | PD 
Rogers | 9 pm | Spitting Vinnies 
HENNESSY’'S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Fly Switch 

ICARUS | Boston | 6:30 pm | Keigo 
Hirakawa & Matt Hogan 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | 10 am 

| “Annual New Year's Day Jazz 
Brunch” 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Alec 
Spiegelman 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
|10 pm | Chelsea City Council 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | “4th Annual Indie Pop New 
Year's Day Night” with One Happy 
Island + Cotton Candy + Smittens + 
Cathy Cathodic 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
“Women's Dance Night + Queera- 
oke” with Dj Summer's Eve 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Shake 
‘Em Down” with Dj Devlin + Dj 
Knife 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Patsy & Johnny 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Digger Dawg 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elements Drum N Bass” with 
Dj Crook + DJ Lenore 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 7 pm | Joe 
McMahon Trio | 10 pm | “Cheap Co- 
logne Thursdays” with Dj Soul Clap 
VILLAGE SMOKEHOUSE | Lowell | 
Bob Halprin 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | “Bas- 
tards Inc. Improv Comedy” 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “The 
Chris Zito Show” 


PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | “just Stand 
Up, Stupid” 


FRIDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
| “Improv Jones Presents: Product 
Placement” 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 
LOON | “Bob Gautreau's Christmas 
Carols” 

COMEDY STUDIO | “Reid & Renata 
Show” with Mike McCusker + Ben 
Morrison + MC Mr. Napkins + Steve 
Macone + Rob Delaney + Joe Wong + 
Toby Muresianu 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | jim Col- 
liton + Dan Crohn 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm and 10 pm 
|“Main Stage Show” 
IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7:30 
pm | “SketchHaus” | 9:30 pm | “Har- 
old Night” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm 
and 10 pm | “The ImprovBoston 
Holiday Spectacular” | 11:30 pm | 
“Night Cap” 

MGM GRAND @ FOXWOODS | Lisa 
Lampanelli 


SATURDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

CLUB PASSIM | 7 pm | “JEWMON- 
COUS” with Sean Altman 
COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 
LOON | “Bob Cautreau's Christmas 
Carols” 

COMEDY STUDIO | Rick Jenkins + 
Rebecca Michael + Giulia Rozzi + 
Andy Ofiesh + Steve Macone 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | jim Col- 
liton + Dan Crohn 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE | 10 pm | 
Speed of Thought Players 

IMPROV ASYLUM | § pm and 10 pm 
| “Main Stage Show” | Midnight | 
“The Midnight Show” 
IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | “A 
Night of Oral” with Jess Sutich 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 6 pm 
| “Family Show” | 8 pm and 10 pm | 
“The ImprovBoston Holiday Spec- 
tacular”™ | 11:30 pm | “Night Cap” 
REGENT THEATRE | 7:30 pm | 
Jimmy Tingle 

WILBUR THEATRE | 7:30 pm | Tracy 
Morgan 


SUNDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

COMEDY STUDIO | Bethany Van 
Delft + Steve Albert + Pam Ames + 
Pat Boccuzzi + Shaun Donovan + 
James Duffy + Alana Eisner + Steve 
Macone + Mehran + Mike Sweeney 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “Boston's 
Longest Open Mic Nite” with Dan 
Crohn 

EMERALD ISLE | “Big Funny Sun- 
day” with Corey Manning + Chris 
Tabb 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 7 pm 
| “Sgt. Culpepper’s Comedy Jam- 
boree” 


MONDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “Comedy 
Showcase” with Kevin Knox 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 7 pm | “Cheap 
shots Comedy Club” 


TUESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “Comedy 
Showcase” with Jim Lauletta 
MOHEGAN SUN ARENA | 7:30 pm | 
Kevin James 


WEDNESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 
AMAZING FIREHOUSE | Brian Kiley 
+ Joe Wong + Derek Gerry 
COMEDY STUDIO | Dan Boulger + 
rin Judge + Tony Moschetto + Rick 
Jenkins + Dan Crohn 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “Wacky 
Wednesdays” with Paul Nardizzi 
EMERALD ISLE | “Comedy Soup 
Kitchen Open Mic” with Rich 
Custus 


HYNES CONVENTION CENTER | 
“First Night Boston” [free with First 
Night button] | 7:30 pm + 8:45 pm 
+10 pm | ImprovBoston: Exhibit 
Hall C | 7:45 pm + 9 pm + 10715 pm | 
“700 Billion Laughs” with Tony V. 

+ Kenny Rogerson: Exhibit Hall D| 
8 pm + 10 pm | “The Fading Scent” 
with Judith Black 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm and 10 pm 
| “Main Stage New Year's Eve Show” 
OLIVER'S | “Fenway Follies” 
REGENT THEATRE | 7:30 pm | 
Jimmy Tingle 

WILBUR THEATRE | 7 pm and 9:45 
pm | Joel McHale 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “The 
Chris Zito Show” 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Main 
Stage Show” | 9:45 pm | “Free Im- 
prov Set” 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | “Just Stand 
Up, Stupid” 


CONCERTS 


Popular 


FRIDAY 

BRIAN STARK GROUP + ISAAC 
YOUNG GROUP | 8 pm | Amazing 
Firehouse, 160 Hollis St, Framing- 
ham | $12; $11 students, seniors | 
508.405.ARTS 

“A NIGHT AT THE ROCK OPERA” 
WITH THE ULTRASONIC ROCK 
ORCHESTRA | Fri-Sun + Wed 7 pm 
| Stuart Street Playhouse, Boston | 
$39.50 | 866.468.7619 


SATURDAY 

BREW | 8 pm | Showcase Live, 

23 Patriot Pl, Foxborough | Free | 
888.354.7042 

CHRIS BROWN | 8 pm | Mohe- 
gan Sun Arena, 1 Mohegan Sun 
Blvd, Uncasville, CT | $65-$85 | 
718.888.3113 

“JIM BRICKMAN HOLIDAY TOUR” 
WITH ANNE COCHRAN + TRACY 
SILVERMAN | Sat 8 pm; Sun 3 

pm | Cutler Majestic Theatre, 219 
Tremont St, Boston | $25-$55 | 
800.233.3123 

“A NIGHT AT THE ROCK OPERA” 
WITH THE ULTRASONIC ROCK OR- 
CHESTRA | See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

“JAZZ JAM” | 2 pm | Jamaicaway 
Books & Gifts, 676 Centre St, Jamai 
ca Plain | $5 | 617.983.3204 

“JIM BRICKMAN HOLIDAY TOUR” 
WITH ANNE COCHRAN + TRACY 
SILVERMAN | See listing for Sat 

“A NIGHT AT THE ROCK OPERA” 
WITH THE ULTRASONIC ROCK OR- 
CHESTRA | See listing for Fri 


TUESDAY 

“HIP HOP HARRY HOLIDAY TOUR” 
| 1 pm | Showcase Live, 23 Patriot Pl, 
Foxborough | $20-$45 | 888.354.7042 


WEDNESDAY 

BOSTON SAXOPHONE QUARTET 

| As part of First Night Boston | 6 + 
7:30 pm | CityPlace/Transportation 
Building, 115 Stuart St, Boston | 
Free with First Night button | www. 
firstnight.org 

DOWNBEAT 5) As part of First 
Night Boston | 7:30 pm | Boston 
Common, Parkman Bandstand, 
Boston | Free with First Night but- 
ton | www. firstnight.org 

EARTH WIND & FIRE | 10:30 pm | 
MGM Crand @ Foxwoods, 39 Nor- 
wich Westerly Rd, Mashantucket, 
CT | $60-$95 | 860.312.3352 

“FIRST NIGHT DRUM CENTRAL" | 
7:30 pm | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 302, 900 Boylston St, Boston | 
Free with First Night button | www. 
firstnight.org 

“FIRST NIGHT FOLK FESTIVAL” 
WITH SARA WHEELER + CARRIE 
CHERON + TOMMY DEMPSEY | As 
part of First Night Boston | 8 + 9 + 
10 pm | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 207, 900 Boylston St, Boston | 
Free with First Night button | www. 
firstnight.org 


PARTY FEAT. DJ JORO BORO 
THE WAILING WALL 
AKERS WJ & THE SWEET 5 
NEW YEARS EVE DANCE 
‘1/23 THE HAVE NOTS CD REL 
|/25 WONEY BROTHERS & MEAN CREE! 
* H GIANT PANDA GUERILLA DUB SQUAD 
MER 2/23 WITCH & 
| 
Worldwide 
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ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 
617.477.5741 | 435 South Hun- 
tington Ave, Jamaica Plain 
ALL ASIA CAFE | 617.497.1544 | 
334 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
AMAZING FIREHOUSE | 
508.405.ARTS | 160 Hollis 
St, Framingham 

AN TUA NUA | 617.262.2121 | 
835 Beacon St, Boston 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 617.923.0100 | 321 Ar- 
senal St, Watertown 
ASGARD | 617.577.9100 | 350 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 
ATWOOD'S TAVERN | 
617.864.2792 | 877 Cambridge 
St, Cambridge 

BANGKOK PARADISE | 
978.825.9201 | 90 Washington 
St, Salem 

BEACHCOMBER | 617.479.8989 

| 797 Wollaston Beach Blvd, 
Quincy 

BEEHIVE | 617.423.0069 | 541 
Tremont St, Boston 

BILL'S BAR | 617.421.9678 | 5.5 
Lansdowne St, Boston 

BULL MCCABE’S | 617.628.4300 | 
366A Somerville Ave, Somer- 
ville 

BURREN BACK ROOM | 
617.776.6896 | 247 Elm 
Street, Somerville 

BURREN | 617.776.6896 | 

247 Elm St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 
617.354.2685 | 738 Massachu- 
setts Ave, Cambridge 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
617.354.2685 | 738 Massachu- 
setts Ave, Cambridge 
CHURCH | 617.236.7600 | 69 
Kilmamock St, Boston 
CLUB CAFE | 617.536.0966 | 209 
Columbus Ave, Boston 

CLUB LIDO | 781.289.3080 | 
1290 North Shore Rd, Revere 
CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 

| 47 Palmer St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 

CLUB SAHARA | 978.683.9200 | 
34 Bates St, Methuen 
C-NOTE | 781.925.4300 | 159 
Nantasket Ave, Nantasket 
Beach 

COLONIAL INN | 978.369.9200 
| 48 Monument Square, 
Concord 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 


CLUB DIRECTORY 


DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
617.779.8822 | 332 Washing- 
ton St, Brighton 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COM- 

EDY VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 
617.482.0110 | 124 Boylston 
St, Boston 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | 
617.267.8080 | Quincy Mar- 
ket, Boston 

DISTRICT LOUNGE | 
617.426.0180 | 180 Lincoln 
St, Boston 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge St, 
Salem 

DURTY NELLY’S | 617.742.2090 
| 108 Blackstone St, Boston 
ELEPHANT G CASTLE | 
617.350.9977 | 161 Devon- 
shire St, Boston 

EMERALD ISLE | 617.288.0010 
| 1501 Dorchester Ave, 
Dorchester 

ENORMOUS ROOM | 


617.491.5599 | 567 Mass Ave, 


Cambridge 

ESTATE | 617.351.7000 | 1 
Boylston Pl, Boston 

FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 
Washington St, Boston 
FOUNDATION LOUNGE | 
617.859.9900 | Hotel Com- 
monwealth, 500 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

FUSION 5 | 508.543.05990 | 
105 Washington St, Fox- 
borough 

GARGOYLES ON THE SQUARE 

| 617.776.5300 | 219 Elm St, 
Somerville 

GOOD LIFE | 617.451.2622 | 28 
Kingston St, Boston 
GREAT SCOTT | 617.734.4502 | 
1222 Comm Ave, Allston 
GREEN DRAGON | 
617.367.0055 | 11 Marshall 
St, Boston 

GYPSY BAR | 617.482.7799 | 
116 Boylston St, Boston 
HARBOR GRILLE | 
508.591.5036 | @ the 
Radisson Hotel Plymouth 
Harbor, 180 Water St, 
Plymouth 

HARD ROCK | 
617.424.7625 | 22-24 Clinton 
St, Boston 

HARPERS FERRY | 
617.254.9743 | 158 Brighton 
Ave, Allston 


HYNES CONVENTION CENTER | 
617.954.2000 | 900 Boylston 
St, Boston 

ICARUS | 617.426.1790 | 3 
Appleton St, Boston 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 
617.263.6887 | 216 Hanover 
St, Boston 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 
617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
St, Cambridge 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 
617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
St, Cambridge 

ISLAND MERCHANT | 
508.771.1337 | 302 Main 
Street, Hyannis 

JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 | 17 
Holland St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 

KAROUN | 617.513.0516 | 839 
Washington St, Newton 
KELLS | 617.782.9082 | 161 
Brighton Ave, Allston 
KICKBACK’S LOUNGE | 
413.746.0100 | 1534 State St, 
Springfield 

KINGS | 617.266.2695 | 10 Sco- 
tia St, Boston 

KINSALE | 617.742.5577 | 2 
Center Plaza, Boston 

KITTY O’SHEA’S | 617.725.0100 
| 131 State St, Boston 

LES ZYGOMATES | 
617.542.5108 | 129 South St, 
Boston 

LILY PAD | 617.395.1393 | 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
LIQUOR STORE | 617.357.6800 
| 25 Boylston Pl, Boston 
LIVING ROOM | 401.521.5200 
| 23 Rathbone St, Provi- 
dence, RI 

LIZARD LOUNGE | 617.547.0759 
| 1667 Mass Ave, below 
Cambridge Common Res- 
taurant, Cambridge 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Washing- 
ton St, Providence, RI 
MANTRA | 617.542.8111 | 52 
Temple St, Boston 

MATT MURPHY’'S PUB | 
617.232.0188 | 14 Harvard 
St, Brookline 

MGM GRAND @ FOXWOODS | 
860.312.3352 | 39 Norwich 
Westerly Rd, Mashan- 
tucket, CT 

MIDOLE EAST CORNER | 
617.864.EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS 

| 617.864. EAST | 480 Mass 


MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | 617.868. 
MSEX | 315 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge 

MIDWAY CAFE | 617.524.9038 
| 3496 Washington St, ja- 
maica Plain 

MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740 | @ 
Bella Luna, 405 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain 

MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN | 
617.338.5656 | 77 Broad St, 
Boston 

MOHEGAN SUN ARENA | 
888.226.7711 | 1 Mohegan 
Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT 
O'BRIEN’S | 617.782.6245 | 3 
Harvard Ave, Aliston 
OLIVER'S | 617.536.4840 | 

@ the Cask N’ Flagon, 62 
Brookline Ave, Boston 
OUTPOST | 617.876.0860 | 186 
Hampshire St, Cambridge 
PADDY 0°S | 617.367.2114 | 33 
Union St, Boston 
PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 | 
261 Main St, Worcester 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

PARRIS | 617.248.9900 | 
Quincy Market, Faneuil 
Hall, Boston 

P.A’S LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 | 
345 Somerville Ave, Somer- 
ville 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | 


718.762.5565 | 685 Washing- 


ton St, Norwood 
PHOENIX LANDING | 


617.576.6260 | 512 Mass Ave, 


Cambridge 
PLOUGH STARS | 


617.576.0032 | 912 Mass Ave, 


Cambridge 

PRECINCT | 617.623.9211 | 70 
Union Square, Somerville 
PUB @ THE RADISSON HO- 
TEL PLYMOUTH HARBOR | 


508.591.5036 | 180 Water St, 


Plymouth 

PUG'S BAR AND GRILL | 
617.491.9616 | 635 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | 
617.227.2060 | 1 Union St, 
Boston 

RAIN | 781.322.2101 | 665 
Broadway, Malden 

RED HAT | 617.523.2175 | 9 
Bowdoin Street, Boston 
REDLINE | 617.491.9851 | 59 
JFK St, Cambridge 

RED SKY | 617.742.3333 | 16 
North St # 18, Boston 
REGATTABAR | 617.395.7757 


REVOLUTION ROCK BAR | 
617.261.4200 | 200 High St, 
Boston 

RISE | 617.423.7473 | 306 Stuart 
St, Boston 

RIVER GODS | 617.576.1881 | 125 
River St, Cambridge 

ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 

RUMOR | 617.422.0045 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cambridge 
SAINT | 617.236.1134 | 90 Ex- 
eter St, Boston 

SALLY O'BRIEN’S | 617.666.3589 
| 335 Somerville Ave, Somer- 
ville 

SCULLERS | 617.562.4111 | Dou 
bleTree Guest Suites, 400 
Soldiers Field Rd, Boston 
SMOKEN’ JOE"S BBQ | 
617.254.5227 | 351 Washing 
ton St, Brighton 

STEVE'S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
508.824.3435 | 15 School St, 
Taunton 

TABU ULTRA LOUNGE | 
781.231.5111 | 168 Broadway, 
Saugus 

TEQUILA RAIN | 617.437.0300 | 3 
Lansdowne Street, Boston 
TERRACE LOUNGE | 
617.236.5800 | @ the Marriott 
Hotel Copley Place, 110 Hun- 
tington Ave, Boston 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 
617.572.3311 | 33 Stanhope St, 
Boston 

TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 
Mass Ave, Porter Square, 
Cambridge 

TY. THE BEAR'S PLACE | 617.492 
BEAR | 10 Brookline St, Cen- 
tral Square, Cambridge 
UNCLE EDDIE'S | 978.465.9779 | 
8 Ocean Front N, Salisbury 
UPSTAIRS ON THE SQUARE | 
617.864.1933 | 91 Winthrop 
St, Cambridge 

VENU | 617.338.8061 | 102 
Warrenton St, Boston 
VILLAGE SMOKEHOUSE | 
978.441.2278 | 98 Middle St, 
Lowell 

VINALIA RESTAURANT | 
617.737.1777 | 34 Summer St, 
Boston 

WESTERN FRONT | 617.492.7772 
| 343 Western Ave, Carn- 
bridge 

WHISKEY PARK | 617.542.1483 | 
64 Arlington St, Boston 
WHITE HORSE TAVERN | 
617.254.6633 | 116 Brighton 


WASHINGTON ST, 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER NEW YEARS EVE 


MIGHTY MIGHTY BOSSTONES 


BOXING D rae 
HIN STRAP 

THICK » NOBLE ROT 

JAKE AND THE JAKES 

ST 


TEAM SHRED 


MON 


ENEA 
FOND 


IN 


230 


SECONDHAN SERENADE 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 


RADIO 


WAWAYS 


WE'RE 


REALL! Dre 


DAVE CRE 


MON 


UE vod 
ARK SKY PRODI 


THE ATIONS 


EDZ EDUTAINM DECENT 
LOON | 617.248.9700 | 948 HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Ave, Central Square,Cam- Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Ave, Alliston LEED 20 sity RESENT 
Broadway, Saugus 617.742.2121 | 25 Union St, bridge St, Harvard Square, Cam- WILBUR THEATRE | A O18 MEDIA MADE THE 3 STATE 
COMEDY STUDIO | 617.661.6507 Boston MIDOLE EAST UPSTAIRS | bridge 617.248.9700 | 246 Tremont $2 r& NI 3 
COURTSWE | 617.547.4374|291- 617.742.2121 | 25,Union St, Ave, Central Square, 781.956.4281 | 7 Medford St, 2ZUZU| 617.864.EAST | 474 am 
299 Cambridge St, Cambridge Boston Cambridge Arlington Mass Ave, Cambridge sTHANN NEW YEAR'S DAY NIGHT a) A QVERS AND SHAKERS 
GIRLS, GUNS & GLORY + SCIS- Center, 136 Mass Ave, Boston | $15 Classical HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY AT 
SORMEN | As part of First Night (free with First Night button] | wa a aera acca KEITH LOCKHART | See listing THE Mi HTY ROCK ON! AND HEARNOWLIVE PRESENT 
Boston | 7:30 pm | Hynes Conven 617.747.2261 for Fri Aeet ts “WICHAE RNIE 
tion Center, Second Level Auditori- MAKANDA PROJECT | As part of FRIDAY 26 womeeseR my #11 AND THI  UPRISI N 
um, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free First Night Boston | 6 + 7:45 pm | HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED WEDNESDAY 31 SOLD OU Oe: Pap gunwcrec 
with First Night button | www Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury St, BY KEITH LOCKHART | World BOSTON BAROQUE CONDUCTED = so 
firstnight.org Boston | Free with First Night but- premiere of Alan Silvestri & Clen BY MARTIN PEARLMAN | Bach's 
HALL AND OATES | 8 pm | Mohe- ton | www. firstnight.org Ballard's The Polar Express, the “Hal- Violin Concerto in E, with Christina AND 8h me) YR 
gan Sun Arena, 1 Mohegan Sun MAMADOU + RUMBANAMA | As lelujah Chorus” from Messiah, Day Martinson; Handel's Concerto LAR LUOT H/ 
Blvd, Uncasville, CT | $55-$90 | part of First Night Boston | 7:30 pm “Sleigh Ride,” “Joy to the World,” Crosso Opus 6 No. 1; Handel's Agrip- 7-30PM_ DOOR 
718.888.3113 


| Hynes Convention Center, Exhibit 
Hall A, 900 Boylston St, Boston | 
Free with First Night button | www. 
firsmnight.org 

SECRET MUSIC PROJECT | As part 
of First Night Boston | 7:30 + 8:45 
pm | Boston Public Library, Rabb 
Hall, Copley Square, Boston | Free 
with First Night button | www. 
firstnight.org 


“White Christmas,” “Go Tell It on 
the Mountain,” “Let There Be Peace 
on Earth,” “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” and selections from 
The Nutcracker and John Williams's 
Home Alone score, plus the usual 
holiday sing-along and a visit from 
Santa | Fri-Sat 4 + 8 pra; Sun 8 pm | 
Symphony Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Bos- 
ton | $33-$122 | 617.266.1200 


pina condotta a morire, with soprano 
Kristen Watson; Bach's Orchestral 
Suite No. 3 | Wed 8 pm; Thurs 3 

pm | Harvard University, Sanders 
Theatre, 45 Quincy St, Cambridge | 
$29-$69 | 617.474.9200 

BRINK BUSH, FREDERICK GUZA- 
SKY, AND LOIS TOEPPNER | Works 
for organ, as part of First Night 
Boston | 10 pm | Arlington Street 


HAYLEY JANE & THE PRIMATES | 
As part of First Night Boston | 8:45 
+ 10 pm | CityPlace/Transportation 
Building, 115 Stuart St, Boston 

| Free with First Night button | 
www. firstnight.org 

HIROMI’S SONICBLOOM | As part 
of First Night Boston | 8 pm | Berk 
lee Performance Center, 136 Mass 


WED 


ROCK ON! PRESENTS 
uncle SMOKEHOUSE 


Me MOV ERS 


ANGE 


Ave, Boston | $15 [free with First “SXIP’S SONIC NEW YORK” | Ex- Church, Arlington + Boylston Sts, 12g - 

Night button] | 617.747.2261 perimental performance by “circus SATURDAY 27 Boston | Free with First Night but- 3% - Ny r 
“HOLIDAY VARIETY SHOW” | As composer” Sxip Shirey and human HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY ton | www. firstmnight.org 3/on - TYRONE wr 

part First Night Noon-6 Adam Matta, part KEITH LOCKHART See listing HEINRICH CHRISTENSEN Works TASMA 
pm + 6-11:30 pm [program varies First Night Boston | 8 + 9:15 + 10:30 for Fri for organ, as part of First Night OCcID ax NTASW if it: 6, MING 
slightly between shows; visit Web pm | The Castle at the Park Plaza, Boston | 9 pm | King’s Chapel, 58 panee BAND N SU 0 ms) ROSEBUD 

site for more information] | St Columbus Ave + Arlington St, Bos- SUNDAY 28 


Tremont St, Boston | Free with First 
Night button | www.firstnight.org 
HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
JEFF TYZIK | Standards and new 
favorites from the 1940s-1970s, 
with the Boston Pops Esplanade 
Orchestra and trumpet player Byron 
Stripling | 10 pm | Symphony Hall, 
301 Mass Ave, Boston | $40-$140 | 
617.266.1200 

Continued on p 24 


TROLL 


19 
Paul's Cathedral, 138 Tremont St, ; 


Boston | Free with First Night but- 
ton | www. firstnight.org 

JAMES MONTGOMERY BAND + 
UPTOWN HORNS | 9 pm | Showcase 
Live, 23 Patriot Pl, Foxborough | $35- 
$125 | 888.354.7042 

LAWRENCE FIELOS QUARTET 

| As part of First Night Boston | 
6:30 pm | Berklee Performance 


ton | Free with First Night button | 
www .firstnight.org 

UKULELE NOIR | As part of First 
Night Boston | 10 + 11 pm | Boston 
Public Library, Rabb Hall, Copley 
Square, Boston | Free with First 
Night button | www. firstnight.org 
“A NIGHT AT THE ROCK OPERA” 
WITH THE ULTRASONIC ROCK OR- 
CHESTRA | See listing for Fri 


YUKIKO SEKINO | Works for piano 

| 2:30 pm | Brookline Library, 361 
Washington St, Brookline | Free | 
617.730.2370 

ANGEL VALCHINOV AND KEUN- 
YOUNG SUN | Works for violin and 
piano by Chopin, Bizet, Dvorak, 
and Saint-Saéns | 2 pm | Newton 
Free Library, 330 Homer St, Newton 
| Pree | 617.796.1360 


FRI - THE OUTLETS (UNPLUGGED) 
SAT - MARK LIND, JEFF MORRIS (DEATH & TAXES) 
SUN - WICKED WHISKEY (PSYCHOBILLY) 
MON -SAL AND IASON, GARY HEDRICK, 
TRISTAN OMAND 
ANDERSON COMEDY HOSTS OPEN MIC 
am WED - OTIS GROVE 


SAT . SOULLEUJAM - JANTINE B JUSTIN TIERMAN 
SUN . DO IT AGAIN 


“fe 
ANBERLIN 
472-480 AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE East Box Office 
SHOWS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH 
FRI 
2 
YAMBULE 
‘ (ETHIOPIAN / AFRICAN REGGAE D) NIGHT) 
ETHIO-DJ 
SAT 
EDUTAINMENT PRESENTS 
THU - CLOSED THU - CLOSED 
FR - SOLD! . PRANK WHITE 
TUE . NOOK 
WED - SOULLE4U-JAN NEW YEAR'S DANCE 
PARTY WITH CLAUDE MONEY AND P) 
| = 


WEDNESDAY 
MONKEYHOUSE | Experimental 
dance theater, as part of First 
Night Boston | 7:30 + 8:30 pm | 
g 2 John Hancock Hall, 180 Berkeley 
St, Boston | Free with First Night 


THURSDAY, DEC 25 button | www. firstnight.org 
ORIGINATION + O’SHEA CHAP- 
MERR ISTMAS 
LIN DANCE | Cross-cultural hip 
NO MUSIC Continued from p 23 step-hop, as part of First Night 


STEVE LIN | Works for classical gui 
tar, as part of First Night Boston | 6 
m | First Church in Boston, 
gh St, Boston | Free 
ht button | www. 


Boston | 7:30 + 8:30 pm | Hynes 
Convention Center Ballroom, 900 
Boylston St, Boston | Free with 
First Night button | www. first 
night.org 

STATUS QUO | All-male dance 
NEC CHILDREN’S CHORUS | As part crew, as part of First Night Boston 
of First Night Boston | 3 pm | First | 9:30 + 10:30 pm | John Hancock 
rch in a ston, 66 Marlborough Hall, 180 Berkeley St, Boston | 

th First Night button | 


RESTAURANT CLOSED 


FRIDAY, DEC 26 
GRATEFUL DEAD TRIBUTE 
PLAYIN’ DEAD 


firstnight.org 


SATURDAY, DEC 27 
ROCK COVERS 
SWINGING JOHNSONS 


OLD SOUTH BRASS, ‘ORGAN, 


SUNDAY, DEC 28 


es and 
430-€:30P" Pops,” as part of First Night Bos Participatory 
be C 6:30 + 7:45 pm | Old South 
HOLIDAY ALLSTAR BLUES JAM Church, Copley Square, Boston 
6:30 Free with First Night button THURSDAY 
www. firstnight.org Te 


MONDAY, DEC 29 
FREE PIZZA 6-8:30PM 
TEAM TRIVIA 8:30PM 


OPERA BOSTON | Clas 


that may be 

please c all ahead before stepp 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | 8-10:45 pm | First 
1 of Wate Church 

, Watertown | $8; $5 students 


TUESDAY, DEC 30 
GRATEFUL DEAD 
W/ REGGAE TWIST 
GRATEFUL DREAD 


811.662.7475 
NEW ae CONTRAS & 
SQUARES | 7:30-10:30 pm | Scout 
Hot n St, Concord 
$8; tudents | 781.272.0396 
SALSA NIGHT | 10 pm [witha 
free salsa lesson at 9:1 i 
itos, 48 Winter St, Bost 
I 617.513.9641 
TRIO CAPRICCIO Selec is from SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE 
Eight Pieces for Viola 8:15 pm [with a b 
; Enesco’s Duo for nce at 7:3 


N 
to 


74 Wald de 


WEDNESDAY, DEC 31 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 
BOOTY VORTEX 


Mc 


THURSDAY, JAN 1 
NEW YEAR'S DAY 
JAZZ BRUNCH 
W/ TOM PENDERGAST 
10:00 AM - 3:30 PM 


781.593.5949 

SERESTA AO VIVO | 9 pm | Samba 
Bar & Crill, 608 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville | Free | 617.718.9177 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA 
DANCE | 9:30 


FRIDAY, JAN 2 
GLUES LEGEND 
LUTHER ‘GUITAR JUNIOR’ 

JOHNSON 


SATURDAY, JAN 3 
ROCK / R&B 
FUNKY WHITE HONKIES 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON BAROQUE CONDUCTED 
MARTIN PEARLMAN See list 


r Wed 


COMING SOON: 
6 DARIO PINELLI 

JAN 7- KEN WALDMAN 

JAN 8 SOUL VACCINATION 
JAN 9- N.E. HARP SHOWDOWN 
10- CHICKEN SLACKS 
JAN 13- CLAUDIA SCHMIDT 
14 BENEFIT 

: MASS FAMILIES IN NEED 


DANCE 


DANCE FRIDAY 


Performance Brookline 


$4 te 


JAN 15- HOT DAY AT THE ZOO 2 | 617.997.C 
JAN 16/17- BEATLE JUICE FRIDAY HARVARD SQUARE ENGLISH 
JAN 18 MACROTONES BOSTON SALLEr" S THE NUT DANCE | 7:30-9:30 pm | Harvard 
JAN 20- AL PETERSON Fri E thodist Church, 1 


JAN 24 NO STATIC 

JAN 27- PAUL GEREMIA 

JAN 30-MATT STUBBS 
SAX GORDON 


WWW JOHNNYDS.COM 


ni+5:3 idge | $3-$6 


781.662.671 


clus SALSA | 8 30 pri 


617.695.6955 


SATURDAY 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUT- 
CRACKER | See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUT- 
CRACKER | See listing for Fri 


al Club, 
Cambridge 
312.5550 
MOSTLY SQUARES | With Amy 
Cann | 8-11 pm | Payson Park 
Church, 365 Belmont St, Belmont 
| $5-$10 | 978.667.7459 
SUPERSHAG DANCE PARTY | 
Ballroom, Latin, swing, and salsa 
1g | 9-11 pm [be 
at 8:15 


$12 | 


nners’ les 
pm| | SuperShag Mega 
plex, 406 Moody St, 
Walth $15 | 781.894.7424 
SWING CITY | With Eight to the 
8:4 1 am [with a be 
7:30-8:45 
lle City Club, 20 Innerbelt 
tville | $15; $10 students 
617.513.9841 
SWING CITY'S FRIDAY NIGHT 
SWING DANCE | 8:45 pm-1 am 
[with a beg ers’ lesson at 7:30 
pm] | Dor n Greek Orthodox 
Church, 29 Central St, Somerville 
| $15 | 617.513.9841 
“VIERNES DE VACILON” LATIN 
DANCE PARTY | 9:45 pm | Ryles 
Jazz Club, 212 Hampshire St, Cam 
bridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 


SATURDAY 

BLUES CAFE DANCE 

pm-4 am with a breakfast buffet 

| Springstep, 98 Ceorge P. Hassett 
Dr, Medford | $15; $8 students and 
seniors | 781.395.0402 


TOAST THE NEW YEAR THE REGATTABAR 
with SUGAR RAY THE BLUETONES 


sc 


SXIP SHIREY performs part First Night Boston the Castle Park Plaza 


on Wednesday. 


BOSTON GAY AND LESBIAN 
CONTRA DANCE | “Pre New Year's 


2.4042 


CONTRAS & SQUARES DANCE 
Ww Walte 


nd Debby 
ut House 


7.547.781 


“DANCE CARTY, panty" 


617.864.3191 

"SOs AND '60s DANCE 

| Michael's, 97 Wast 
Somerville | Free | 617.849.9100 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA SATUR- 
DAYS | 10:30 pm-2 am [with a 
Salsa lesson at 9:30 pm] e 


z Cultural Cer 


He 


85 
t Boston | $15; $12 
ents | 617.312.5550 
“PRE- NEW YEAR'S EVE DANCE- 
ATHON” | With music by DJ Jay 
O'Crady | 8 pm | 80 Border Street 
Cultural Exch 80 Border St, 
East Boston | $10 suggested dona 
tion | www. 8oborderstreet.org 
SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-i arm 
Mojitos, 48 Winter St, Boston | $10 
627.513.9841 


SUNDAY 

HUNGARIAN DANCE CYCLES | 6:30 
8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 

21 Marathon St, Arlington | $10 
617.253.7708 

ISRAEL! DANCING | 8-10:30 pm 
{with a beginners’ dance at 7:30 

| Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward St 
»wton | $5 | 617.254. HORA 

SALSA DANCING | 5 pm 
{with a lesson 9-10 pm 
17 Holland St, Sorr ille | $8 [$10 
with lesson] | 617.776.2004 

SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-1 am [with 
a lesson at 8:30 pm] | Mojitos, 48 
Winter St, Boston | $10 | 617.513.9841 
SALSA SUNDAYS | 7 pm (6 pm les 
son] | Ryles Jazz Club, 212 Hampshire 
St, Cambridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 6:30 
8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 

25 Monmouth St, Brookline | $5 | 
617.661.5899 


ani 


ght 


Johnny D's, 


MONDAY 
DANCING 


7:30-9 pm 


185 Cree 


617.840.23 


FOLK DANCING | 


NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & 
CONTRAS | Wi 


781 


dents | 617.661.5899 


TUESDAY 
GENDER-FREE ENGLISH COUNTRY 
DANCING FOR EXPERIENCED 


Church 


of Jamaica Pl 
Jamaica Plain | $7 | 617.5 
NOCHE LATINA LATIN. DANCE 
NIGHT | 9:30 pm [with a beginners 
lesson at 7 pm] | Ry zz Club, 212 
Hampshire St, Car $10 | 
617.876.9330 

“THE ODD TUESDAY MILONGA” | 
9 pm-midnight | 
lesson 7-8 pm anc 


vith a beginners’ 
ca 8-9 pm) 


Lily Pad, , Cam 
bridge | $10 | 617.395.1393 
Today's lis 


may be suspe: 
ahead before stepping 
ARGENTINE TANGO BREAK | 7 pm | 
Dance Union, 16 Bow St, Somerville 
| $10; $5 students | 617.721.4872 
GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA | 8 pm |Z 
Wine Bar, 3 Beacon St 
Free | 617.441.9631 
CASINO RUEDA WEDNESDAYS | 10 
pm-1 am [wit 
Tua Nua, 836 Beacor 
| 617.513.9841 
DANCE FREEDOM | sr 
cohol-free b 
First Cor 
den St, Cai > | $6 | 978.369.7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:30 
10:30 pm | Park Avenue Congrega 
tional Church, so Paul Revere Rd, 
Arlington Heights | $9; $7 students | 
781.662.6710 


, Somerville | 


h lesson 


FRAMINGHAM 
saaare DANCE & PARTY | 7:30-10 

, h Hall of Ed awards UCC 
39 Edwa , Fr 


Night button | www. firstnight 
“SWING THE BLUES AWAY” 
ith Fulani Haynes & the Jazz 
ollaborative, as part of First 
Night Boston | 8-11:15 pm | Boston 
Park Plaza Hotel, Terrace Room, 
64 Arlington St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button | www 
firstnight.org 


THURSDAY 


Today's listings include weekly events that 
may be suspended for 


the holiday; please 
call ahead before stepping out 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | See listing for pre 
vious Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & 
SQUARES | See listing for previ 
ous Thurs 

SALSA NIGHT | See listing for pre- 
vious Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | See 
listing for previous Thurs 
SERESTA AO VIVO | See listing for 
previous Thurs 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA 
AND MERENGUE DANCE | See list 
ing for previous Thurs 


READINGS 


SATURDAY 

“BAGELS WITH THE BARDS” | 
Poetry “open mic” | 9 am-noon | Au 
Bon Pain, Davis Square, Somerville | 
Free | 617.306.9484 

“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” | 

8 pm | Out of the Blue Callery, 106 
Prospect St, Cambridge | $3-$5 sug 
gested donation | 617.354.5287 


SUNDAY 
“LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM”) 
With music by the Jeff Robinson 


24 EMBER 26. 2 8 ARTS +M C + EVENTS | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
= 
] //J 
- 
Megan Tillmann, tenor Matthew ¢ J q 
DiBattista, and pianist Linda 
ght Boston | 9 + 10:15 pm | Em D i x _ 
— 
a 
Viola and Piano; Cordon Jacob's Church, 211 Bridge St, Salem | $4 | 
Trio for Clarinet, Viola and Piano, 
as part of First Night Boston | 9 + 
4 10:15 pm | First Church in Boston 
with First Night button | www 
a Club, 212 Hampshire St, Cam 
; bridge | $12 before 9:30 pm; $8 Holiday Bash!” with Cift of the 
P ing fo after 9:30 pm | 617.876.9330 Magi | 7-10:30 pm | First Church of glen St, Cambridge | $15 
an 23 SOC S Jamaica Plain, 6 Eliot St, Jamaica a © ham | $6; $5 students and seniors 
Today's listings contain weekly events ath Israel, “NEW YEAR'S SWINGIN’ EVE 
P| at may be suspended for the holiday 384 Harvard Ave, Brookline | $5; $3 DANCE PARTY” | As part of First 
7 f bead before stepping out Knight | 7:30-11 pm " Night Boston | 9:30 pm | Hynes 
and al 74 Walden St, Concord | $8 Convention Center Ballroom, 900 
E hol-free freestyle dance | 8 pm nuity Boylston St, Boston | Free with First 
| $8-$12 suggested dona Walden St, Concord | $8; $5 students 
tion; ggmrens; free for ages under for “self-proclaimed nerdy girls Ml. 272.0396 
- Noon-1:30 pm | Green Street Stu SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:45 
rik E dios, 185 Creen St, Cambridge | $5 | 10715 pm | Springstep, 98 Ceorge 
P. Hassett Dr, Medford | $7; $4 stu 
5 
rhe St, 
— 
- lesson]; 10:30 pm [dancing 
JAZZ BRUNCH SAT & 
AZZ CLUB THE CHARLE HOTE: QUARI 
a 3 a 
December .9:30PM (Doors 9PM) 


Trio | 7:30 pm | Lizard Lounge, 
1667 Mass Ave, Cambridge | $5 | 
617.547.0759 


MONDAY 

STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC 

| With Jack Powers | 8 pm | Out of 
the Blue Callery, 106 Prospect St, 
Cambridge | $4 suggested donation | 
617.227.0845 


WEDNESDAY 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM | As part 
of First Night Boston | 7:30-11 pr 

| Hynes Convention Center, Room 
208, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button | www. 
firsmight.org 


TALKS 


TUESDAY 

“TAP INTO YOUR LIFE POTEN- 
TIAL” | With Liz Blumenthal | 7 
pm | Theosophical Society of Bos- 
ton, 21 Maple St, Arlington | $10 | 
781.643.5159 


EVENTS 


FRIDAY 

SCREENING OF CHEAP TRICK 
LIVE AT BUDOKAN | 8 pm | Regent 
Theatre, 7 Medford St, Arlington | 
$8-$10 | 781.646.3800 

“WHAT WILL THE NEIGHBORS 
SAY?: SCANDAL IN THE AUSTEN 
ERA” TOUR | House tour and 
discussion of political scandals 

of the early 1800s | 1 pm | Gore 
Place, 52 Gore St, Waltham | $10 | 
781.894.2798 


SATURDAY 

“CHRISTMAS WITH THE PHIL- 
LIPS FAMILY” TOUR | Forty-min- 
ute house tour | Hourly Sat-Sun 

11 am-4 pm | Phillips House, 34 
Chestnut St, Salem | $5 | www. 
historicnewengland.org 
KWANZAA CELEBRATION | Learn 
about the seven principles of 
Kwanzaa, with dancing and mu- 
sic | Sat 2:30 pm; Mon 6 pm; Tues 
2:30 pm | Boston Public Library, 
Dudley Branch, 65 Warren St, 
Roxbury | Free | 617.442.6186 

ST. SARAH THE EGYPTIAN PAR- 
ISH PUBLIC LITURGY | Open to 
all | 7 pm | Theosophical Society of 
Boston, 21 Maple St, Arlington | 
Free | 781.648.0101 

“THE TRAINS OF CHRISTMAS” | 
Slide show with train buff Russell 
Rylko | 2 pm | Hyde Park Branch 
Library, 35 Harvard Ave, Hyde 
Park | Free | 617.361.2524 


SUNDAY 

“CHRISTMAS WITH THE PHIL- 
LIPS FAMILY” TOUR | See listing 
for Sat 


MONDAY 

MONDAY NIGHT MEDITATION 

| Silent meditation, chanting, 
and discussion | 7-9 pm | Temple 
Beth Zion, 1566 Beacon St, Brook- 
line | $10 suggested donation | 
617.566.8171 x 20 

KWANZAA CELEBRATION | See 
listing for Sat 


TUESDAY 

AUTHENTIC HENNA TATTOOS | 
For women only | 5-11 pm | Have- 
lli, 1248 Cambridge St, Cambridge 
| $6-$12 | 617.497.6548 
CONTEMPLATIVE SHACHARIT 

| With Carl Woolf | 7:20-8:20 am 
| Nishmat Hayyim Jewish Medi- 
tation Center, 1566 Beacon St, 
Brookline | Free 617.566.8171 x 20 
KWANZAA CELEBRATION | See 
listing for Sat 


WEDNESDAY 
BATTERED WOMEN’S SUPPORT 
GROUP | Oldest support group 
for battered women in the United 
States; free childcare for those 
who call at least three days in 
advance | 7 pm | Women's Center, 
46 Pleasant St, Cambridge | Free | 
617.354.8807 

INTERFAITH MIDNIGHT PEACE 
SERVICE | Live music, songs, and 


readings from many faiths includ- 
ing Muslim, Christian, Buddhist, 
Jewish, Hindu, Bahai, Sufi, and 
Zoroastrian, as part of First Night 
Boston | 11:30 pm-12:30 am | St. 
‘aul’s Cathedral, 138 Tremont St, 
Boston | Free with First Night but- 
ton | www. firstnight.org 
“KAREN AQUA’S ANIMATION” | 
Screening of animated shorts by 
the local filmmaker, as part of 
First Night Boston | 7:30-11 pm | 
Hynes Convention Center, Room 
311, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button | www. 
firstnight.org 
NEW ENGLAND ANIME SOCIETY 
FILM FESTIVAL | Screenings of 
30-minute Japanese anime films, 
as part of First Night Boston | 1-11 
pm | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 312, 900 Boylston St, Boston 
| Free with First Night button | 
www. firstnight.org 
POST-MERIDIAN RADIO PLAY- 
ERS | Live radio dramas performed 
on stage, as part of First Night 
Boston | 7:30 pm | Orpheum The- 
atre, 1 Hamilton Pl, Boston | Free 
with First Night button | www. 
firstnight.org 
RADICAL FILM NIGHT | Screening 
of Plan Colombia, about the Colom- 
bian drug industry | 7 pm | Lucy 
Parsons Center, 549 Columbus 
Ave, Boston | Donations welcome | 
617.267.6272 
ROXBURY FILM FESTIVAL | 
Screenings of Afia, Black Ice, Rabia, 
and Welcome to the Terrordome, as 
part of First Night Boston | 7:30-11 
pm | Hynes Convention Center, 
Room 200, 900 Boylston St, Bos- 
ton | Free with First Night button 
| www. firstnight.org 
“SHAKESPEARE ON LOVE” | Ac 
tors blend Shakespeare-inspired 
sonnets, speeches, scenes, and 
songs into a celebration of love, 
as part of First Night Boston | 9:15 
+ 10:30 pm | Orpheum Theatre, 1 
Hamilton Pl, Boston | Free with 
First Night button | www. first- 
night.org 
“STREET CORNER SHAKE- 
SPEARE” | With Cambridge sto- 
ryteller Brother Blue, as part of 
First Night Boston | 8 + 9:15 pm | 
Hynes Convention Center, Room 
210, 900 Boylston St, Boston | Free 
with First Night button | www 
firstnight.org 


THURSDAY 

“NEW YEAR'S DAY ON SPEC- 
TACLE ISLAND” | Hiking tours or 
explore the island on your own; 
bring a picnic lunch | 11 am-3 pm 
or noon-4 pm | Meet at Boston 
Harbor, Rowes Wharf, Boston | 
$25; $22 seniors; $17 ages 3-12; free 
for ages under three | 781.740.4290 


GAY LESBIAN 


FRIDAY 

DYKE NIGHT | 9 pm-1 am | 

Milky Way Lounge & Lanes, 405 
Centre St, Jamaica Plain | $8 | 
617.524.3740 

PURE: FRIDAYS | Lesbian dance 
party with hip-hop, house, and 
Top 40 music | 10 pm-2 am | Pearl 
Nightclub, 75 Warrenton St, Bos- 
ton | $8 before midnight; $10 after 
| 617.542.4077 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON GAY AND LESBIAN CON- 
TRA DANCE | “Pre New Year's Holi- 
day Bash!” with Gift of the Magi | 
7-10:30 pm | First Church of Jamaica 
Plain, 6 Eliot St, Jamaica Plain | $10 
| 617.852.4042 

GAY SATURDAYS @ EPIC; With 
Richie Ladue | 10:30 pm | Roxy, 

279 Tremont St, Boston | $10-$15 | 
617.338.ROXY 

WET@SHINE | Lesbian dance party 
|9 pm-2 am | Shine Lounge, 1 Ken- 
dall Sq, Cambridge | $8 | www.shin- 
ecambridge.com 

WHITE PARTY | With music by Dj 
Casper | 9 pm | Club Lido, 1290 North 
Shore Rd, Revere | $10 | 781.479.9821 
Or 978.606.3634 


MONDAY 293 
LIFE@SHINE | Lesbian singles social 
gathering | 6 pm | Shine Lounge, 1 


Kendall Sq, Cambridge | Free | www. 
shinecambridge.com 


WEDNESDAY 

Today's listings contain weekly events 
that may be suspended for the holiday; 
please call ahead before stepping out 
“SULTRY & FIERY WEDNES- 
DAYS" | Lesbian night with Djs 
playing the latest hip-hop, R&B, 
reggae, and Top 40 | 9 pm-1 am 
Club Choices, 381 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville | $8 [$5 before 10 pm] | 
617.315.4799 


THURSDAY 


Today's listings contain weekly events that 
may be suspended for the holiday; please call 
ahead before stepping out 

QUEERAOKE | 9 pm | Midway Café, 
3896 Washington St, Jamaica Plain | 
$5 | 617.524.9038 

RED CARPET THURSDAYS | CLBT 
dance party | 9 pm-2 am | Machine, 
1256 Boylston St, Boston | $12 | 
617.818.1929 

REVIVE THURSDAYS | 7 pm | Club 
Café, 209 Columbus Ave, Boston 

| $15; $33.50 with dinner | www. 
dvkenight.com 


NEW YEAR’S 


WEDNESDAY 
BACK BAY GALA | “Boston's 
Baby Boomer New Year's Event,” 
with biack-tie-optional dinner, 
cocktails, hors d’ceuvre, cham- 
pagne toast, live music by the 
Love Dogs, and DJs | 7:30 pm 
Hyatt Regency Hotel, 1 Avenue 
de Lafayette, Boston | $60-$300 | 
781.444.7771 
“COUNTDOWN TO MIDNIGHT” 
WITH BLACK TAXI | As part of 
First Night Boston | 10 pm | Boston 
Common, Parkman Bandstand, 
Boston | Free with First Night but- 
ton | www. firstnight.org 
“COUNTDOWN TO MIDNIGHT 
IN COPLEY SQUARE” | Televised 
event with WBZ-TV anchors Lisa 
Hughes and Jack Williams, mul- 
timedia light show, and Djs Die 
Young, Kon, and Morgan Louis 
| 10 pm | Copley Square, Boston 
| Free with First Night button | 
www.firstnight.org 
“THE DISTINCTION GALA” | Hors 
d’wuvre, midnight champagne 
toast, prizes, gift bags, and Djs 
Bimbashi, Solbak, and Brian Wil- 
liams; creative black tie encour- 
aged | 9 pm | Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
1 Avenue de Lafayette, Boston | 
$50 | www. going .com/distinc- 
tiongalaos 
“ESCAPE TO MAUI: NEW YEAR'S 
EVE 2009” | Hawaiian-themed 
evening, with hors d’ceuvre and 
cocktails and music by Dj BK | 9 
pm | 33 Restaurant & Lounge, 33 
Stanhope St, Boston | $45-$65; 
$500 for six-person VIP package | 
617.437.1617 
“LA FETE NOIRE: NEW 
EVE 2009” | Black-tie event, with 
champagne toast, hors d’ceuvre, 
party favors, and music by DJ Ted 
L| 9 pm | Hotel Commonwealth, 
Foundation Lounge, 500 Comm 
Ave, Boston | $50-$60; $300 for 
four-person VIP package; $450 
for six-person VIP package | 
617.987.2224 
FIRST NIGHT BOSTON 2009) 
Citywide celebration leading up 
to the new year, with live music, 
Djs, theater, dance, art exhibi- 
tions, free museum admission, 
tours of historical Boston land- 
marks, film screenings, illumi- 
nated ice sculptures, outdoor in- 
stallations, and a fireworks show 
at midnight | 1 pm-midnight | 
Locations throughout Boston | $18 
[$15 if purchased by Dec 26]; free 
for ages under four | www. first- 
night.org 
“GLOBAL GALA NEW YEAR'S 
EVE BALL” | Choose between 
“Rome” or “Paris” — each themed 
room has Djs, Lindt Chocolate gift 
bags, party favors, dessert, cham- 
pagne toast at midnight, and 
a combination of drink tickets 
and/or buffet dinner | 8 pm-2 am | 
Liberty Hotel, 215 Charles St, Bos- 
ton | $130-$225; visit Web site for 
details | www. globalgala.com 


“HOLLYWOOD GLAMOUR 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 2009” | D) 

Tanno, red-carpet entrance, hors 

d’ceuvre, and cocktail reception 

{9 pm | District, 180 Lincoln St, 

Boston | $75 {six tickets for $390]; 

$800 for eight-person VIP package 
617.437.1617 

“INSTYLE NEW YEAR'S EVE 


6PM DOORS 


2009” | Special guest Caridee Eng NEW YEARS EVE 
lish [America's Next Top Mode!) and EXTRAVAGANZA 
a lingerie fashion show | 10 pm 


Estate, 1 Boylston Pl, Boston | $75; THE ADOLFO GONZALES 
$100 for VIP package | 617.351.7000 NEIGH IN FEATURING 
“JOURNEY INTO MANHAT- RICH AND ADOLFO FROM 
TAN NYE 2009” | Drink ticket, WBCN’'S TOUCHER & 


DJs Matty D., Al, and Uptown, 
Sinatra impersonator, pushcart 
vendors, and party favors | 9 pm 
Market, 130 Water St, Boston | $65 
| 617.437.1617 

NEW YEAR'S EVE CRUISE | Har 
bor cruise during the midnight 
fireworks show, as part of First 
Night Boston | 11:30 pm-12:30 

am [departs at 11:30 pm] | Meet 

at Boston Harbor, Rowes Wharf, 
Boston | Free with First Night but 
ton | www. firstnight.org 

“NEW YEAR'S EVE 2009 AT 
MANTRA" | Video projections and 
light show, live percussionists 
and dancers over water, music 

by Dj Dirty Dek, and champagne 
toast at midnight | 10:30 pm | 
Mantra, 52 Temple Pl, Boston | 
$60; $100/person for VIP packages 
for four, six, 20, or 50 people 
www. eastcoastnightlife.com 
“NEW YEAR'S EVE 2009” | Hors 


d@’euvre, Christiania Vodka recep 


RICH SHOW 


BUFFET - 8 TO 10PM 
CHAMPAIGN TOAST 
PARTY FAVORS 


LIVE BANDS FEAT: 


CEASE DESIST 

(THE ARTIST FORMERLY KNOWN 
HOOKERS BLOW), 
THE MINUS SCALE, 

CAPTAIN CUTTHROAT 


Monda 


MIMMMIMory 


Jays Open 


$25 AT THE DOOR 
21+ 


3-405 C 
Pisin Ma 
www milkywayip.corr 


tion, and midnight champagne 
1 t, Bosto $4c 1 5.2233 25th 
“NYE 2009: THE UNITED NA- Ha Holid: ! 
TIONS” | Ali seven continents Ppy 
represented in a globally themed Friday December 26th 
evening, with international hors A 
d’euvre, world music, Djs Profen DJs a... 
na, Pretty Boy Jones, and Jay K ; 
The Gas 


audio-visual displays, and a mid 
night toast | 10 pm-3 am | Felt, 533 
Washington St, Boston | $40-$80 | 


Stand-up, Sketch, Surprises! 


www.going.com/feltnye2009 
“PAPER NEW YEAR'S EVE PAR- DJ Etan 
TY” | Hors d'ceuvre, party favors, DJ Volvox 


champagne toast, cash bar, and 


music by DJs Nato and Tech | 9 pm Tuesday December 30th 

| Holiday Inn, Whitney Hall, 1200 Dead Cats Dead Rats 
Beacon St, Brookline | $25-$35 . 

www. highrollerboston.com 
“QUANTUM OF SAINT" | Snacks, Gallow Hounds 


party favors, cocktails, cham 


Sherman Bums 
pagne toast, and Djs | 9 pm 


Saint, 90 Exeter St, Boston | $50 Wednesday December 31st 
Passion Pit 
RESOLUTION BALL | Light show, Giantess 

dinner, cocktails, hors d'cuvre, DJ sets by: Die Young 
champagne toast, live music and Etan 

Djs, and silent auction to benefit Volvox 

the Ellie Fund | 7:30 pm | Westin 1p) 1222 © th Ave a 
Waterfront Hotel, 435 Summer St, Allston, MA 02134 
Boston | $60-$300 | 781.444.7771 617-566-0014 


“SOMEWHERE IN ASPEN NEW 
YEAR'S EVE” | Dj Miss Thang, 
hors d'ceuvre, ice sculptures and 
white decor, and champagne toast 
|9 pm | Whiskey Park, 64 Arling- 
ton St, Boston | $65 [$330 for six 
tickets]; $800 for eight-person VIP 
package | 617.437.1617 
“SOUTH BEACH NEW YEAR'S 
EVE 2009” | Music by Djs Gee 
Spin, Roy Barboza, Costa and Rog- 
er M., with cocktails, party fa- 
vors, and a midnight countdown | 
9 pm | Rumor, 100 Warrenton St, 
Boston | $45-$75; $800 for eight- 
person VIP package | 617.437.1617 
“STUDIO ROUGE: NEW YEAR'S 
EVE 2009” | Djs Elle, Frank 
White, and Eightz2; red attire sug- 
gested but not required | 9 pm | Vi- 
nalia, 34 Summer St, Boston | $45; 
$65 for VIP package | http: going. 
com/studiorouge 
“VEGAS COMES TO BOSTON NYE 
2009” | Dj Deryk Anthony, party 
favors, midnight champagne 
toast, and laser light show | 9:30 
pm | Suite, 1 Boylston Pl, Boston | 
$55; $400 for six-person VIP table 
package; $1000 for 12-person VIP 
balcony package | 781.420.6413 
“WELCOME TO SIN CITY: NEW 
YEAR'S EVE 2009” | Djs Hectik, 
Hevan, and Costa, Elvis imper- 
sonator, showgirl dancers, drink 
ticket, midnight countdown, and 
party favors | 9 pm | Venu, 100 
Warrenton St, Boston | $65 {six for 
$330]; $700 for eight-person VIP 
package | 617.437.1617 
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ART 


26, 2008 


GALLERIES 


Admission to the following galleries is free, 
unless otherwise noted. In addition to the 
hours listed here, many galleries are open by 
appointment. Galleries are in Boston, except 
where indicated otherwise. 
NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 
ALPHA GALLERY | 617.536.4465 | 38 
Newbury St | Tues-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm; 
Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 7: 
Katharina Chapuis: “New Paintings” 
ARDEN GALLERY | 617 247.0610) 
129 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 11 am-5:30 
pm | Through Dec 30: Joanne Maftera 
& Anne Lilly 
LATTITUDE GALLERY | 617.927.4400 
218 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-6 
Sun noon-s5 pm | Through Jan 8 
pat Cifts/Small Packages” 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY | 
617.262.4490 ewbury St | Tues 
Through Jan 14 


rks niversar 
BosTON LIBRARY 

Copley Square | Mon 
Fri-Sat 9 am-5 
‘ough Dec 33 
the Words: 
| Karl Baden: “Cove 
The owerful 
Draw s from 

ic Library” | Through 
and Wrong in 


Hand 


ows 


Bos 


CHASE GALLERY | 617.859.7222) 
129 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am 


© pm | Thro 
5:30 pm | Throug 


George 
P h Dec 27: George 


Gabin 

KIDDER SMITH GALLERY | 
617.424.6900 | 131 Newbury St | 
Tues-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through 
Jan 17: Dan Blagg and John Hartley: 


Fun & Cames 
MERCURY GALLERY | 617.859.0054 
8 Newbury St | 
pm 


Sat 10 am-5:30 

Jan 1-31: “A Tribute to Joseph 

1an” | Through Dec 31: Joseph 

lan 

GALLERY BOSTON | 
tel Commonwealth | 617.267.8929 
2 Comm Ave | Tues-Sat 1: am-6 

rough Jan 12: “Prohibition 

Celebrating the Repeal” 

PUCKER GALLERY | 617.267.9473 
71 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am- 

5:30 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 

5: Naftali Bezem: “Miracles” | Kang 

“It Is I” 

ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY | 

617.536.9898 | 290 Dartmouth St 

Tues-Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat 11 am-5:30 

Ongoing: Robert Castagna 


GEORGE GALLERY 


Tr 


Hyo Lee 
Hyo Lee 


45 21 | 162 Boylston St 

Suite 49 | Mon-Sat noc 5°30 pm 

T gh Yvet zel, San 
M er-Dick, a St 
ge: “Art and Music 

Soemry OF ARTS AND CRAFTS 
266.1810 | 175 Newbury St 

M am-6 fp Ss 


TECH SUPERPOWERS, INC. 
617.267.9716 | 252 Newbury St | 
Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm | Ongoing: Bill 
Gallery: “Apple Computer: Begin 
nings 

THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY | 866.639.2879 | 
221 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-8 
pm; Sun noon-6 pm | Features more 
than 100 limited-edition canvas 
lithographs by Thomas Kinkade 
VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART | 
617.523.0662 | 179 Newbury St | 
Tues-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm | Through 
Jan 17: Linda Etcoff 


S + MUSIC + EVENTS | 


THE BOSTON PHO 


SOUTH END 
BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 
Mills Gallery | 617.426.8835 | 539 Trem- 
ont St | Wed + Sun noon-s pm; Thurs- 
Sat noon-9 pm | Through Sept 30: 
Doug Weathersby and Andrew Wit- 
kin: “Mills Gallery Corridor Project” 
BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
| 617.482.7781 | 486 Harrison Ave | 
Wed-Sun noon-6 pm | Dec 31-Feb 8: 
Laura Baring-Could and Laura Evans 
CASA DE LA CULTURA/CENTER 
FOR LATINO ARTS | 617.927.1707 | 
85 West Newton St | Mon-Fri 9 am-5 
pm | Through Dec 31: “Paredes en 
Fuego/Walls on Fire: 2008 Cacique 
Youth Arts Show” 
GALLERY KAYAFAS | 617.482.0411 | 
450 Harrison Ave, #37-39 | Tues-Sat 11 
am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 10: Milton 
Kogovin: “A Clear View” | Eunjoo Lee: 
body figures” | “Children” 
KHAKI GALLERY | 617.423.0105 | 460 
Harrison Ave | Tues-Sat noon-5 pm | 
Through Jan 17: Mark Ostow 
files: Portraits of Free-Range Humans” 
LACONIA GALLERY | 617.670.1568! 
433 Harrison Ave | Thurs Sun noon-4 
pm and by ap poin 
Dec 31: Croup Ww 
MOBIUS | 617.638.0020 | 725 Harrison 


Ave, Suite 1 | Call for hours | Th 


“Pro 


of War 
SOPRAFINA GALLERY 
728.0770 | 5S Thayer St | Wed-Sat 
11 aM-5:30 pm or by apr | 
Through Jan 10: Dido Thayer 
SOUTH END BRANCH LIBRARY | 
617.536.8241 | 685 Tremont St | Mon 
Thurs 10 am-6 pm 
noon-8 p Fri 9 am-s pm; Sat 9 
am-2 pm | Through Dec 27: “Scenes of 
the South End and Back Bay” 


DOWNTOWN 
BOSTON CONVENTION CENTER 
| 617.954.2000 | 415 Summer St | 
Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm; Sat 10 am-4 pm 
| Through June 15: The Cloud Founda 
tion: “Natura” | Through June 30 
LAttitude Gallery | Ongoi Rob 
Lorenson | “Natural Acts” | Kimberly 
Radochia | “Kaleidoscope Photographs 
| “Sky and Water” 
IRIS GALLERY BOSTON | 
617.895.8951 | 70 Charles St | Tues- 
Sat 1 am-6 pm; Sun noon-s5 pm | 
Through Jan 15: “Winter: Croup Snow 
Show” 
SINGER EDITIONS GALLERY 
617.423.3484 | 300 Summer St, Mez- 
zanine Level | Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm 
“ by appointment | Through Jan 2: 
helburne Th urber, Lynne Silver 
man, Esther Pullman, John Wesley 


+ Wed Tues 


Mannion, and Joe Johnson: “From 
the Inside: A Photography Show 
OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY 
617.568.1294 | 80 Border St, East Bos- 
ton | Fri-Sat 2-6 pm and by appoint 
ment | Through J >: “12 
LaMONTAGNE GALLERY 
617.842.7664 | $55 East Second St 
South Boston | Wed-Sat 1 am-6 pm; 
Tues by appointment | Through De 
27: “This Is Boston Not LA” 


PROOF GALLERY | 508 963 


5 g102 
516 East Second St, South Boston 
Thurs-Sat noon-s p 


n and by appoint 
ment | Througt “Bost 
Boston II 


SOMERVILL 
WATERTOW 

BRICKBOTTOM GALLERY | 
617.776.3410 | 1 Fitchburg St, Somer- 
ville | Thurs-Sat noon-s5 pm | Through 
Jan 10: “Best in Show: Artists and 
Their Dogs” 

PIERRE MENARD GALLERY | 
617.868.2033 | 10 Arrow St, Cambridge 
| Wed-Sun 1 am-7 pm | Through Feb 
4: Jim Peters 


1 jan 17 m Does 
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MORE ART LISTINGS 


MUSEUMS 
EVAN 
COLUMN 


THEPHOENIX.COM 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
GASP | 617.418.4308 | 362 Boylston 
St, Brookline | Thurs-Sat 11 am-5 pm 

| Through Jan 31: Consuelo Isaacson, 
Michael Padnos, Mark Pescovitz, and 
Alejandro Lazo: “Regarding Mystery 
and Beauty” 


MUSEUMS 


DeCORDOVA MUSEUM AND SCULP- 
TURE PARK | 781.259.8355 | 51 Sandy 
Pond Rd, Lincoin | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $8 students, 
seniors, ages 6-12; free for ages under 
6 | Through Dec 31: “Annual Artists’ 
Market” | Through Jan 4: “Zea Mays 
Printmaking: The Nature of Things” 

| Laylah Ali: “Notes/Drawings/Un- 
titled Afflictions” | “Drawn to Detail” 
Stacey Steers: “Phantom Canyon” 

| Through May 17: Ann Carlson and 
Mary Ellen Strom: “New Performance 
| Tabitha Vevers: “Narrative 

| Through Sept 30: “Face-to 

nent 
an 


Video” 


Bodies” 


Portraits from th 
om” | Ongoing: 
ular” | “Pixnit: Folie que la 
nouveauté, 2008" 
— Sculpture Park | Open daily 
dawn-dusk | Rece 
1 “Trojan 
“Rooster Rings,” “Nam 
quiem for the 20th Century,” “ 
4 over 4” 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.478.3100 | 100 Northern 
Ave, Boston | Tues-Wed + Sat-Sun 1 


am- 


Face 


ne 


Verna 


nt additions in 


5S pm; Thurs-Fri 10 am~-9 pm | 
Admission $12; $10 students, seniors; 
free for ages under 17; free after 5 pm 
on “T; ot Free Thursday Nights” 
| Through Jan 4: Tara Donovan | 
Through March 1: Gerard Byrne 
“Momentum 12” | “The 2008 James 

d Audrey Foster Prize” | Through 
July 12: “Collection 3” 
— Sandra and Gerald Fineberg Art 
Wail | Through Nov 1: Ugo Rondinone 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $10 seniors; $5 
students with ID; free for ages under 
18 | Built in the style of a 15th-cen 
tury Venetian palace, the museum 
houses more than 2500 art o! 
with emphasis on Italian Renais 
sance and 17th-century Dutch works 
and highlights including works 
by Ciotto, Rembrandt, Botticelli, 
Raphael, Titian, and Whistler | Free 
guided tours given Tues-Fri at 2:30 
pm | Through Jan 18: “The Triumph 
of Marriage: Painted Cassoni of the 
Renaissance” 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM 
OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
413.664.4481 | 87 Marshall St, North 
Adams | Wed-Mon 11 am-s5 pm | Ad 


ussion $15; $11 s + $5 
6 ef and under 
I N g Here is 
1ing We'd Stayed” | 
arch 2: “Eastern Standard 


in China 
is: New Horiz 


gh Oct 31 


talla 
a Installation 
rs First” | Ongoing: Don 
lary Separation” | 
gy at MASS MoCA" | Jo 
“Lighting with Stag 
Natalie Jeremikenko 
“Tree Logic” | Bruce Odland and Sam 
Auinger: “Harmonic Bridge” | Chris 
tina Kubisch: “Clocktower Project” | 
Dré Wapenaar: “Pavilion” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | Sat-Tues 10 am-4:45 pm; 
Wed-Fri 10 am-9:45 pm | Admission 
$17; $15 students, seniors; free for ag 
es 7-17 and under during non-school 


“Solar Ener 
seph Beuys 
in Its Glare” 


ANDIE MacDOWELL 
part Mark 
“Portraits” 
Khaki Gallery 
the South End. 


hours [otherwise $6.50]; free for ages 
6 and under | Introductory walks 
through all collections Mon-Fri 10:30 
am + 3 pm | “Art of Asia Walks” 1 
am | “Art of Europe Walks” 11:30 am | 
“Art of the Americas Walks” 1:30 pm | 
“Art of Egypt and the Classical World 
Walks” 2 pm | Introductory walks also 
offered Wed 6:15 pm; Sat-Sun 11 am + 
1 pm + 2 pm + 3 pm | Through Dec 31: 
Jim Lambie: “RSVP” | Through Jan 4: 
“Zen Mind/Zen Brush: Japanese Ink 
Paintings from the Citter-Yelen Col- 
lection” | Winslow Homer: “American 
Scenes” | “Creat Company: Portraits 
by European Masters” | “Art and Em- 
pire: Treasures from Assyria in the 
British Museum” | Through Jan 19: 
“Karsh 100: A Biography in Images” 
| Through Jan 25: Rachel Whiteread | 
Through May 10: “Photographic Fig- 
ures” | Through May 31: “Visions of 
Kyoto: Scenes from Japan’s Ancient 
Capital” | Through June 21: “And So 
to Bed: Indian Bed Curtains from a 
Stately English Home” | Through July 
12: “Gentlemen of Suzhou” | Through 
“Preserving History, Making 
y: The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston” 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East India Square, 
161 Essex St, Salem | Daily 10 am-5 
ion $15; $13 seniors; 
; free for ages 16 and 
under | Through Jan 19: “Gateway 
Bombay” | “Body Politics, Maori Tat- 
too Today” | Through Feb 1 “Stage 
apanese Kabuki Theater” | 
h March 1: “To the Ends of 

: Painting the Polar Land 
‘through June 7: “Polar At 
hrough June 28: “Per 


scapes” | 
tractions” | 
fect Imbalance: Exploring Chinese 


Aesthetics” | Ongoing: “Of Gods and 
Mortals: Traditional Indian Art” | 
“All My Life: Contemporary Works 
by Native American Artists” | “Inter- 
sections: Native American Art ina 
New Light” | “Yin Yu Tang” | “Auspi- 
cious Wishes and Natural Beauty in 
Korean Art” 

PEABODY MUSEUM OF AR- 
CHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY | 
617.496.1027 | 11 Divinity Ave, Cam- 
bridge | Mon-Sun 9 am-s pm | $9; 

$7 students, seniors; $6 ages 18 and 
under; free for ages 3 and under; 
free Sun 9 am-noon; Wed 3-5 pm | 
Through March 30: “Fragile Memo- 
ries: Images of Archaeology and 
Community at Copan, 1891-1900” | 
Through March 31: “Remembering 
Awatovi: The Story of an Archzolog 
ical Expedition in Northern Arizona, 
1935-1939” | Through Dec 31, 2009: 
“Storied Walls: Murals of the Ameri 
cas” | Through Jan 2010: “Digging 
Veritas: The Archzology and History 
of the Ir n College and Student 
Life at Co Harvard” 

STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE | 413.458.2303 | 225 
South St, Will Tues-Sun 10 
dults $12.50; free for stu 


*s 18 and under | Throug 


mstown 


Drawn to Italian 
Works on Paper, 15 800” 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM 
508.799.4406 | 5s Salisbury St 


Worcester | Wed-Fri + Sun 1 am-5 
pm, Sat 10 am-s5 pm; third Thurs n 
pm | Admission $10; $8 seniors, 
students with ID; free for ages 17 
and under; free admission Sat 10 
am-noon | Through June 7: “Heav 
enly and Earthly Delights: Alive in 
Colorful Display” F 


SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON COLLEGE | McMullen Mu- 
seu | 617.552.8100 | Chestnut Hill 
| Mon-Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun, 
noon-5 pm 


— Burns Library | 617.552.3282 | Mon- 
Fri 9 am-5 pm | Through March 31: 
“60 Years of the Cuala Press: A Col- 
laboration Between the Yeats Family 
and Mollie Gill” 

— Thomas P. O'Neill, jr. Library | 
617.552.4470 | Mon-Sat 11 am-4 pm 
Ongoing: “Tip O'Neill Memorial 
Exhibit” 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY | Boston 
— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center | 617.353.3696 | 771 Comm Ave | 
Call for hours | Ongoing: “From Major 
Barbara to Doctor Doolittle: The In- 
comparable Career of Rex Harrison” 
— Mugar Memorial Library | 
617.353.3736 | 771 Comm Ave | 
Mon-Thurs 8 am-midnight | Fri-Sat 
8 am-11 pm | Sun 10 am-midnight | 
Ongoing: “A Retrospective of the Life 
and Work of Bette Davis” 
— Rubin-Frankel Gallery at Boston 
University Hillel | 617.353.7200 | 213 
Bay State Rd | Call for hours | Ongo- 
ing: Wendy Sue Lamm: “From the 
Land of Miracles” 

— Stone Gallery | 617.353 
Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 11 
Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Througt 
“Exposures: Other Histories in Early 
Postcards from Africa 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY | Rose Art 
Museum | 781.736.3434 | 415 South 
St, Waltham | Tues-Sun noon-5 pm 

Admission $3; free for ages 12 and 
under 

— Kniznick Gallery | 781.736.8102 | 
Women's Studies Research Center, 515 
South St, Waltham | Mon-Fri 9 am-s 
pm and by appointment | Through 
Jan 9: “On Equal Terms” 

BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE | 617.228.2018 | 250 New 
Rutherford Ave, Boston | Mon, Wed, 
Fri 10 am-5 pm; Tues, Thurs 10 am-7 
pm, Sat 10 am-2 pm | Through Jan 9 
“Latin Persuasion: Boston Latino Art, 
an Exhibit of Local Contemporary 
Artists” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY | Cambridge 
— Cabot Science Library | 
617.496.5534 | Science Center, 1 
Oxford St | Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-mid- 
night; Friday 8:30 am-6 pm; Sat 
noon-10 pm; Sun 10 am-midnight | 
Through Jan 22: “Birds Do It, Bees Do 
It, Even Roarning Caribou Do It: Mi- 
gration in the Animal Kingdom” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
| 617.495.3252 | 24 Quincy St | Mon- 
Sat 9 am-11 pm; Sun noen-11 pm 
Through Jan 4: Paul Chan: “Three 
Easy Pieces” 

— Harvard Art Museum | 
617.495.9400 | 485 Broadway | 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | 
Through Feb 8: “The Western Tradi- 
tion: Art Since the Renaissance” | 
Ongoing: “Re-View” [overview of 
works from the Museum as well as 
the Busch-Reisinger and Fogg Art 
y closed for reno- 


3329 | 855 


vations} 
Harvard Museum of Natural History 


617.495.3045 | Oxf 
| Daily 9 


rd + Everett Sts 


$9; $7 


Means 
tographs” | Throu 
Creatures in 
Class Flowe Dod Trilobites, 
and Meteorites” | “Arthropods: Crea 
tures that Rule” | “Climate Change 
Our Clobal Exper 
— Houghton Library | 617.495.2509 | 
Harvard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy 
St | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm; Sat 9 am-t 
pm | Through Jan 28: “Immersed in a 
“Different Atmosphere’: Reflections 
of Yaddo” 

— Pusey Library | 617.495.2509 | Har- 
vard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy St | 
Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm | Through Dec 
31: “Through the Camera Lens: Theo- 


Ongoing 


dore Roosevelt and the Art of Pho- 
tography” | Through Jan 30: “From 
the Amazon to the Volga: The Carto- 
gtaphic Representation of Rivers” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 

— Hart Nautical Galleries | 617.253.5492 
| 55 Mass Ave | Daily 9 am-8 pm | On- 
going: “Ship Models: The Evolution 
of Ship Design” | “Deep Frontiers: 
Ocean Engineering at MIT” 

— List Visual Arts Center | 
617.253.4680 | 20 Ames St | Daily 
noon-6 pm | Through Jan 4: Adel Ab- 
dessemed: “Situation and Practice” 
— Mark Epstein innovation Gallery | 
617.253.4444 | 265 Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 
9:30 am-5 pm | Ongoing: “Urban Con- 
cept Car” | “MIT and the Sea: Pioneers 
in Ocean Exploration” | “Zebrafish 
and Cancer Research” | “Windows on 
MIT” | Claude Shannon: “Ingenious 
Machines” | “Klein Side Scan Sonar: A 
World Leader in Ocean Engineering” | 
Aude Oliva: “Hybrid IMusions” 

— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-5 pm | Admis 
sion $7.50; $3 for seniors, students, 
and ages 5-18 | Through March 31: “Lu- 
minous Windows: Holograms for the 
zist Century” | Ongoing: “Mind and 
Hand: The Making of MIT Scientists 
and Engineers” | “Robots and Beyond: 
Exploring Artificial Intelli 
MIT” olography: The Light Fan- 
tastic” |“Cestural Engineering: The 
Sculpture of Arthur Ganson” | “Flashes 
of Inspiration: The Work of Harold 
Edgerton” | “Learning Lab: The Cell” 
MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY | 978.922.8222 | 23 Essex 

St, Beverly | Mon-Wed + Fri 10 am-5 
pm; Thurs 10 am-8 pm; Sat noon-5 
pm | Through Jan 24: Julie Chang, 
Timothy Horn, Pixnit, Tomas Rivas, 
and Elizabeth Wallace: “In Pursuit 

of Beauty” 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave, Boston 
| Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Thurs 10 
am-8 pm; Sat-Sun noon-s5 pm | $3; $2 
students, seniors | Through Jan 25: 
“Keeping Time: Cycle and Duration 
in Contemporary Photography” 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
| Museum of Art | 401.454.6500 | 

224 Benefit St, Providence, RI | Tues 
Sun 10 am-5 pm | Admission $8; 

$5 seniors; $3 students, ages 5-18 | 
Through Jan 4: “Chihuly at RISD” | 
“Studio Class in Rhode Island: The 
Chihuly Years” | Through Jan 18: 
Beth Lipman: “After You're Gone” | 
Through Feb 1: “Building Books: The 
Art of David Macaulay” | Through Feb 
15: Harry Calahan: “Eleanor” | “Al- 
ternating Beats” | Through March 1: 
“Kunisada’s ‘Twelve Months’: Cenre 
in Japanese Prints” | Through March 
22: “American Art from the Perma- 
nent Collection” | Through March 

29: “Multi-Part Art: Contemporary 


ence at 


sllection” | Through 
rtorial Sanctuary: Cloth 
adition in the Eastern 
World” | Ongoing: Paul Mor 
“Exine” | “Subject to Change 
rt and Design from the Twentieth 
Century” | Jonathan Bonner: Site 
Specific Installation | “A Crand Gal- 
lery: European Paintings from the 
P anent Collection” | “Rethinkin, 
the Rornans: New Views of Ancient 
Sculpture” | “The birds and the bees 
and the flowers and the trees: Flora 
and Fauna in Ceramic Design and 
Decoration” | “The Japanese Tradition 
in Studio Pottery” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery | 
617.627.3518 | 40R Talbot Ave, Med- 
ford | Tues-Wed + Fri-Sun 11 am-5 
pm; Thurs 11 am-8 pm 
— Tisch Library Roof | 617.627.3347 
| 35 Professors Row | Mon-Thurs 8:45 
am-io pm; Fri 8:45 am-5 pm; Sat 10 
am-4 pm; Sun 2-10 pm | Ongoing: 
“Harmony in the Age of Noise” 


April 26 


Tison 


an 
“4 
3 
y Annette Lemieux 
BERENBERG GALLERY 
ae 617.536.0800 | 4 Clarendon St | Wed y 
Sat 11 am-6 pm | Through Jan 3: 
Oct 6: Joanne Rice: “The Human Cost 
Re 2 
‘0 
seniors; $6 students; free for ages 3 
Western Artist and under; free for Massachusetts 
pen . April 9: “Badlar ns ir residents Sun 9 am-noon + Wed 
Landscape” | Simon 3-5 pm | Through Feb 6: “Language 
mage SN P Through Jan 25: “Our Cups | tarling: “The Nanjing Particles” of Color” | Through Feb 8: Amanda 
ape Runneth Over: Sculptural and Func 
‘Si 
L 


ALICE’S ADVENTURES UNDER- 
GROUND | Underground Railway 
Theater pairs artistic director 
Debra Wise’s adaptation of Lewis 
Carroll's Alice in Wonderland with its 
production of Einstein's Dreams — 
“two plays that explore time.” Alice 
“takes adults and children down 
rabbit holes and through mirrors 
into worlds seen best when looked 
at upside down.” Directed by Dev 
Luthra, with music by Roger Mill- 
er and Evan Harlan, the produc- 
tion “lights up parallels between 
adult idiosyncrasies and Carroll's 
characters.” The production fea- 
tures the Einstein cast of Wise, Ste- 
ven Barkhimer, and Robert Najar- 
ian, as well as accordion virtuoso 
Harlan, “outrageous puppets,” 
and “a set of hand-painted silk.” | 
Central Square Theater, 450 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge | 866.811.4111. | 
Through December 28 | Curtain 3 
pm Fri | 3 + 7:30 pm Sat | 2 + 5:30 
pm Sun | $32; $22 seniors; $18 stu- 
dents with ID 
ALL ABOUT CHRISTMAS EVE | 
Ryan Landry and the Gold Dust 
Orphans pin some tinsel on the Os- 
car-winning 1950 Joseph L. Mankie- 
wicz film All About Eve, with Landry 
hamming it up as Bette Davis's 
Margo Channing, her coiffure a 
shoulder-length halo of auburn 
curls, her painted lips a permanent 
twist approximating the actress's 
signature sneer. The show is set in 
Boston and Channing is appearing 
not in an ante-bellum melodrama 
but in a holiday travesty titled 
Party on the Pole that enables both 
Landry and Penny Champayne (as 
Eve Harrington) to appear in fur 
bikinis accessorized by reindeer 
antlers. Apart from the disco-cho- 
reographed sacrilege that is the 
award-winning Harrington vehicle 
No, No, Nativity (worth the price of 
admission), there are few surprises 
in this gaily bedecked parody, most 
of which is lifted straight from the 
movie and sent to winter camp. 
But the show is as puerile and 
lively as most Orphans fare, and 
Landry, in pushing Davis's Chan- 
ning over the top, proves this is 
territory in which measurement is 
exponential. | Ramrod Center for 
the Performing Arts, basement of 
Machine, 1254 Boylston St, Boston 
| 866.811.4111 | Through January 3 
| Curtain 8 pm Fri-Sat | 4 pm Sun 
| $28 in advance; $30, cash at the 
door 
AURELIA’'S ORATORIO | The cirque 
nouveau pioneer and Charlie Chap- 
lin’s daughter, Victoria Thierrée 
Chaplin, directs her daughter, Auré 
lia Thierrée, in a 70-minute dream 
scenario that has its rough-hewn 
and magical sequences, among 
them an opener in which Thierrée 
emerges limb by lissome limb from 
wers. At its best, the 
show recalls the ones on which 
cut her teeth, her parents 
dad is French clown Jean-Baptiste 
Thierrée) Le que | naire and Le 
Cirque Invis But the performer 
who is ak ed by dancer Jaime 
Martinez) lacks her mother's pro- 
digious circus skills, and it is the 
most imaginative of the illusions 
that stick with you in this whimsi 
cal holiday offering for the whole 
family. | Loeb Drama Center, 64 
Brattle St, Cambridge | 617.547.8300 
| Through January 3 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Tues-Thurs [no December 25] + 2 
pm Wed | 8 pm Fri | 2 pm [no janu- 
ary 3] + 8 pm Sat | 2+ 7:30 pm Sun 
| $25-$79; $20 discount seniors; $25 
students; $15 students day of per- 
formance; $15 50 tickets on sale at 
noon day of performance; pay what 
you can 50 tickets Saturday matinee 
based on availability 


a chest c 


Thierrée 


BLUE MAN GROUP | The Drama 
Desk Award-winning trio of co- 
balt-painted bald pates begin their 
delightful and deafening evening 
of anti-performance art beating 
drums that are also deep buckets 
of paint, so that sprays of color 
jump from the instruments like 
breaking surf, and end by engulf- 
ing the spectators in tangles of 
toilet paper. | Charles Playhouse, 
74 Warrenton St, Boston | 617.931. 
ARTS | Indefinitely | Curtain 8 pm 
Wed-Thurs | 7 pm Fri|2+5+8 pm 
Sat |1 + 4 pm Sun | $58; $48 limited 
view; $25 student rush 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity 
Repertory Company leads off the 
annual attack of the Scrooges with 
its 32nd annual offering of Adrian 
Hall & Richard Cumming’s adapta- 
tion of Charles Dickens's tale of 
the incredible flying miser. Lies! 
Tommy directs, and she promises 
“a more dangerous, edgy bad guy” 
to be played, in two alternating 
companies, by Mauro Hantman 
and Joe Wilson Jr. | Trinity Reper- 
tory Company, 201 Washington 

St, Providence, Rhode Island | 
401.351.4242 | Through December 31 
| Performance times vary | $25-$60; 
$12.50-$30 children 2-12 | Rick Lom- 
bardo helms the fourth annual New 
Repertory Theatre foray into Dick- 
ens territory, with Paul D. Farwell 
recapping his turn as the skinflint 
who sees the light. In this one, the 
actors accompany themselves on 
musical instruments, ghosts take 
flight, and Watertown Children’s 
Theatre provides the young ‘uns. | 
Arsenal Center for the Arts, 321 Ar- 
senal St, Watertown | 617.923.8487 
| Through December 28 | Curtain 8 
pm Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat|1+ 6 pm Sun/| 
$35-$55; $19-$26 children 12 and un- 
der | Hartford Stage chimes in with 
artistic director Michael Wilson's A 
Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christ- 
mas, which he also directs. “Flying 
ghosts soar across the stage, carols 
are sung and snow falls, capturing 
the spirit of a Victorian Christmas.” 
Plus there's Scrooge. | Hartford 
Stage, 50 Church St, Hartford, Con- 
necticut | 860.527.5151 | Through 
December 28 | Curtain 2 + 7:30 pm 
Fri-Sat | 2 + 7:30 pm Sun | $25-$66; 
$10 discount children 12 and un- 
der | Brandeis theater department 
honcho Eric Hill shares the helm 
of the Berkshire Theatre Festival 
production with E. Cray Simons 
Ill. | Berkshire Theatre Festival Uni- 
corn Stage, Main St, Stockbridge | 
413.298.5576 | Through December 
30 | Curtain 7 pm Fri | 2 + 7 pm Sat- 
Sun | 7 pm Mon-Tues | $36-$39; $20 
children 

THE CHRISTMAS REVELS | Revels 
Inc. celebrates the winter solstice 
for the 38th time with a salute 

to the Wessex of Thomas Hardy's 
novels and England's superb Mell 
stock Band (who're dedicated to 
the instruments and the music of 
Hardy's time) as special guests. The 
set-up is loosely based on Under the 
Greenwood Tree: the new Mellstock 
schoolteacher, Fancy Day (Mary 
Casey), has caught the eye of our 
mene young Dick Dewy (Mayhew 
Seavey) — but Parson Maybold 
(Tim Sawyer) and rich Farmer 
Shiner (Richard Snee) also fancy 
Fancy. What's more, those two are 
looking to replace the Mellistock 
Quire’s west-gallery church music 
— part-singing with instrumental 
accompaniment — with an organ, 
which Miss Day just happens to 
play. Tradition gives a pretty good 
account of itself here, in the form 
of rustic hymns and carols that 
sound a lot like dances, and Revels 
serves up the old alongside the new 
by presenting alternative versions 


of familiar standards. The Mell- 
stock Band alone, on concertina, 
oboe, clarinet, and serpent (a snaky 
ancestor of the tuba), would make 
this a raucous affair, but there's 
also the Revels’ Village Quire, the 
Casterbridge Children, the Pine- 
woods Morris Men, Cambridge 
Symphonic Brass Ensemble, actors 
Richard Snee and Tim Sawyer, mu- 
sician Bruce Randall, soloist Mary 
Casey, and musician and song lead- 
er David Coffin. Traditions include 
the Abbots Bromley Horn Dance, 
the Boar's Head Carol, the Lord of 
Misrule, the Lord of the Dance, 
and the mummers’ play, which 
this year pits St. George against a 
Saracen who looks like a threshing 
machine. Patrick Swanson is at the 
helm, with musical direction by 
George Emlen. | Sanders Theatre 

in Memorial Hall, Harvard Uni- 
versity, 45 Quincy St, Cambridge | 
617.496.2222 | Through December 30 
| Curtain 3 + 7:30 pm Sat | 1+ 5:30 
pm Sun | 7:30 pm Mon |1 pm Tues | 
$25-$52; $15-$42 children under 12 
DISNEY HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 

2 | North Shore Music Theatre does 
holiday business with the stage 
version of the second installment 
of the Disney Channel films hugely 
popular with teens and 'tweens. 
Artistic director Barry Ivan is at 

the helm of the show, which takes 
its East High song-and-dance- 
meisters to Lava Springs Country 
Club, which is owned by would-be 
stars Ryan and Sharpay’s family; 
of course, Troy, Gabriella, and the 
gang put on a show. Addi McDaniel 
and David Nathan Perlow, who 
starred in NSMT’s Disney High Schoo! 
Musical, reprise their roles in a cast 
that includes 10 local teens. | North 
Shore Music Theatre, 62 Dunham 
Rd, Beverly | 978.232.7200 | Through 
January 11 | Curtain 2 pm Wed [De- 


OTHERWORLD 
Adventures 
Underground, with 
Debra Wise 

Alice, is offered by 
Underground Railway 
Theater through 
December 28. 


cember 30] | 2 pm (December 31] or 
7:30 pm [January 8] Thurs | 2 pm 
(January 2] + 8 pm Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat 
| 2+ 7:30 pm [no evening January 

4] Sun | $65-$79; senior discounts; 
from $25 youth under 18 | see article 
by Sara Faith Alterman and Chris 
Faraone in News + Features 

OR. SEUSS’ HOW THE GRINCH 
STOLE CHRISTMAS! THE MUSICAL 
| Boston gets its first look at the 
Broadway-record-breaking holiday 
entertainment based on Dr. Seuss’s 
tale of a Whoville holiday heist by 
a sourpuss with a heart “two sizes 
too small.” Conceived and origi- 
nally directed by three-time Tony 
winner Jack O’Brien, whose staging 
is replicated here by Matt August, 
the show is 80 minutes of overkill 
about which the best you can say 
is that it’s an improvement on the 
boated 2000 film that featured 

Jim Carrey trying way too hard. 

By contrast, Icelandic actor Stefan 
Karl serves up a perfect plate of 
green ego and ham for the toddler 
set, as he slithers down a neon-red 
proscenium, brandishes his bristly 
fingers like knives, and makes the 
sort of rude noises and faces that 
delight small children. Mel Marvin 
wrote the music, Timothy Mason 
the book — but though the show 
wisely appropriates “You're a Mean 
One, Mr. Grinch,” it can’t hold a 
candle to the 26-minute 1966 Chuck 
Jones animated treatment that still 
shows up on TV every year. | Wang 
Theatre, 270 Tremont St, Boston | 
617. 866.348.9738 | Through Decem 
ber 28 | Curtain 2 +5 + 8 pm Fri| 1 
am &2+5+8pm Sat|lam&2+5 
pm Sun | $28-$78 

EMMET OTTER’S JUG-BAND 
CHRISTMAS | Goodspeed Musicals 
ushers in the holidays with the 
world premiere of a stage adapta- 
tion of Jim Henson's all-puppet 


HBO special based on a book by 
Russell and Lillian Hoban. Book 

is by Christopher Cattelli and Tim 
McDonald; music is by Paul Wil 
liams. A cast of 19 stands in for 
the puppets. | Goodspeed Opera 
House, East Haddam, Connecticut 
| 860.873.8668 | Through January 4 | 
Curtain 2 Wed | 2 + 7 pm Thurs-Sun 
{Thurs matinee January 1 only] | 
$49; $39 children under 12; $26 re- 
stricted view 

INTO THE WOODS | Turtle Lane 
Playhouse follows Stephen Sond- 
heim and James Lapine.into the 
fairy-tale shrubbery with this re- 
vival of the Tony-winning musical 
that mixes up several fairy tales 
and then takes them well beyond 
happily-ever-after. | Turtle Lane 
Playhouse, 283 Melrose St, Newton 
| 617.244.0169 | December 27-30 | 
Curtain 8 pm Sat | 2 pm Sun | 8 pm 
Mon-Wed | $25-$27.50 

JUDY GOLD IS MOMMY QUEER- 
EST | The Huntington Theatre 
Company's Huntington Presents 
series brings back Emmy-winning 
comic Judy Gold (25 Questions for a 
Jewish Mother) in a “hilarious stand- 
up comedy act all about being a 
Jewish, lesbian, working mother 
of two.” | Calderwood Pavilion, 527 
Tremont St, Boston | 617.266.0800 
| December 26-31 | Curtain 5 + 8 pm 


Fri-Sat | 2 + 7 pm Sun | 7:30 pm Tues 


17 +9 pm Wed | $20-$45; $5 senior, 
military discount; $10 Huntington 
subscribers, BU community; $20 
back row of balcony; $15 student 
rush, two hours before curtain; $25 
patrons 35 and younger 

MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS | Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre eschews holiday 
staples in favor of this 1989 Broad- 
way musical based on the MGM 
film in which Judy Garland sang 
“The Trolley Song.” | Seacoast 


Repertory Theatre, 125 Bow St, 


OTHERWORLD Christmas with (in this Russ and Mauro 
Hantman Scrooge, offered Trinity Repertory Company through December 31. 


Portsmouth, New Hampshire | 
603.433.4472 | Through December 
28 | Curtain 8 pm Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat 
|3 pm Sun | $24-$28; discounts se 
niors, students 

A NIGHT AT THE ROCK OPERA 

| Ultrasonic Rock Orchestra, a 
Boston-based group “committed 

to bringing the best of classic rock 
to life for those who've never had 

a chance to hear it LIVE in 3-D,” 
reprises its evening-long orgy of 
the Who, David Bowie, the Beatles, 
and Queen — and threatens to 
throw some Led Zeppelin into the 
New Year's Eve mix. | Stuart St 
Playhouse, 200 Stuart St, Boston 

| 800.447.7400 | December 26-31 + 
Saturdays from January 17 | Curtain 
7:30 pm Fri-Sun | 10 pm Wed | 8 pm 
Sat from January 17 | $39.50 

THE RECEPTIONIST | Artistic 
director Curt Columbus is at the 
helm of this Trinity Repertory 
Company New England premiere 
of Obie Award winner Adam Bock’s 
ominous office-set black comedy. 
Ricky Gervais meets Dick Cheney in 
the short, Pinter-influenced work 
which mines the irrepressible, 
sometimes veiled mundanity of 
office chatter. Chatter that's par- 
ticularly horrifying when what the 
office — doubtless inspired by our 
nation’s recent intelligence-gather 
ing techniques — is up to is some 
thing nefarious. Columbus helms 
an airy, sharply detailed produc 
tion on a skeletal set by three-time 
Tony winner Eugene Lee. And Jan 
ice Duclos, in the title role 
to the switchboard born. | Trinity 

Repertory Company, 201 Washing 

ton St, Providence, Rhode Island 

| 401.351.4242 | Through January 

u1 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Fri [no 

December 25] + 2 pm Wed | 2 pm [no 

January 10] + 7:30 pm Sat | 2 pm (no 

January 4] + 7:30 pm [no December 7 
28] Sun | $20-$60 

THE SANTALAND DIARIES | 

New Repertory Theatre reprises 

its Downstage @ New Rep dose of 

anti-holiday cheer: Joe Mantello’s 

stage adaptation of David Sedaris's 

delightfully sour account of his 

servitude as Crumpet the Elf, a 

toiler at Macy's Santaland. Kraig 

Swartz comes off four seasons as 

Ira the Jewish elf at Carson Pirie 

Scott Department store in Chicago; 

Christopher Webb directs. | Arsenal 

Center for the Arts, 321 Arsenal St, 

Watertown | 617.923.8487 | Through 

January 4 | Curtain 3 + 7 pm Wed | 

3 pm Thurs | 8:30 pm Fri-Sat | 3 pm 

Sun | $30; $25 seniors; $15 students ¥" 
SHEAR MADNESS | The dramatis y 
personae of the audience-participa 

tion whodunit (which is now the 

longest-running non-musical in 

American theater history, having 

run 29 years in Bo 
to 


, seems 


ton 
omb Newbury St 


continue 


ot for 


murderer of a cla al pianist who 


lived over th 


where the 


eun 


isex hair salon 


yw is set, | Charles 

Playhouse Stage Il, 74 Warrenton 
St, Boston | 617.426.5225 | Indefi 
nitely | Curtain 8 5 

9 pm Sat | 3+ 

college-studer 


m Tues-Fri | 6 + 
$40; $20 
rush, one ticket per 
college ID, at the box office, 
hour prior to curtain 

THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING 
| Eric C. Engel directs two-time E} 
liot Norton Award winner Nancy E 
Carroll in Joan Didion’'s stage adap 
tation of her extraordinary memoir 
of the disconnected year she spent 
grappling with husband John Creg 
ory Dunne’s sudden death and their 
daughter's tragic illness. | Lyric 
Stage Company, 140 Clarendon St, 
Boston | 617.585.5678 | January 2-31 | 
Curtain 2 pm [January 7, 28] + 7:30 
pm Wed | 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 
4+ 8pm Sat | 3 pm Sun | $25-$50 


m Sun 


one 
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BOSTON 


BOSTON COMMON 

175 Tremont St | 617.423.3499 
BEDTIME STORIES | 10 am, 12:30, 3 
5:35, 8:05, 10:25 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON | 11:40 am, 3:20, 7. 10:35 
Mon-Thurs: 5:05, 8:05 

GRAN TORINO | 1! am, 12:50, 1:50 
4:35, 6:15, 7:20, 10 | Fri-Sat: 11:15 
MARLEY & ME 10:15 am, 1:15, 4:15 


7:15, 10:10 

THE READER | 10:50 am, 1:35, 4:20 
7:05, 9:50 

THE SPIRIT | 11:20 am, 2, 4:45, 7:25 
10:05 


VALKYRIE | 10:30 arm, 1:30, 4:30, 7:30 
10:30 

SEVEN POUNDS | 10:05 am. 12:5 

3:40, 4:50, 6:25, 7:45, 9:10, 10:40 
Fri-Sat: 11:50 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 10:25 arm 
12:40, 3:05, 5:30, 7:55 

BOLT 3-D | 10:10 am, 12:25, 2:45 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 

10:35 am, 1, 3:25, 5:50, 8:20, 10:45 
DOUBT | 11:35 am, 2:35, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35 
Fri-Sat: 11:55 

FROST/NIXON | 11.50 am, 2:35, 5:25 
8:15, 10:05, 11 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | 5:30, 7:40, 9:50 
Fri-Sat: 11:55 

MILK | 11:25 am, 2:25, 5:20, 8:10 


yn-Thurs: 11 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 11.45 am, 2:10 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 11.30 am 
2:20, 5:10, 8, 10:55 

TWILIGHT | 12.05, 2:50 

VES MAN | 10:20 am, 12:10, 2:40, 3:35 


5:15, 7:50, 8:50, 10:15 


FENWAY 

201 Brookline Ave | 617.424.6266 
BEDTIME STORIES 10:30 am, 1:15 
4:10, 7:20, 10 | Fri-Sat: 12:25 am 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON | 1) am, noon, 3, 3:30, 7. 7:50 
10:40 | Fri-Sat: 11:30 

MARLEY & ME | 10:10 am, 12:55, 4:20 
7.30, 10:20 

THE SPIRIT | 10:50 am, 1:25, 4:30 
7.40, 10:30 

VALKYRIE | 12:35. 3:50, 7.10 | Fri-Sat 
10, 12:30 am | Sun-Thurs: 10:10 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
10:15 am, 12:40, 3:45, 6:55, 10:05 
Fri-Sat: 12:30 am 

DOUBT | 10 am, 12:45, 3:40, 6:50, 9:40 
Fri-Sat: 12:15 am 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | 3:55, 9:55 
SEVEN POUNDS | 10:20 am, 1:05 
4:25, 7:25, 9:45, 10:25 | Fri-Sat: 12:30 
am 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 10:25 am 
1:20, 4:15, 7:45, 10:35 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 10:35 
am, 1, 4:05, 6:40 

VES MAN | 10:40 am, 12:15, 1:10, 3:35 
6:45, 7:15, 10:15 


MUSEUM SCIENCE 
Omni Theatre, Science Park, Boston 
61 2500 | $7.50, $5.50 for ages 
yu seniors; Tues-Wed 7 pm or 
later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Please call for times 
ADRENALINE RUSH: 

THE SCIENCE OF RISK 
DINOSAURS ALIVE! 
THE GREATEST PLACES 
WILD OCEAN 


NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM 


ms IMAX Theatre, Central 


ton | 866.815. IMAX | $12 


ease call for times 

THE DARK KNIGHT 

DEEP SEA 

DOLPHINS & WHALES 
GRAND CANYON ADVENTURE 
WILD OCEAN 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 


Rte 9 and Hammond St | 617.277.2500 
Please call for remaining times 

BEDTIME STORIES | 10 arm, 12:40, 3:15 
5:50, 8:25 | Fri-Sat: 10:40 

MARLEY & ME | 10:30 am, 1:30, 4:35, 7:30 
Fri-Sat: 10:30 

BOLT | 11:10 am, 1:55, 4:50 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL | 7.20 
Fri-Sat: 9:50 

SEVEN POUNDS | 11:20 am. 2. 4:45, 7.40 
Fri-Sat: 10:35 

YES MAN | 10:50 am, 1:45, 4:20, 7 | Fri- 
Sat: 9:30 


COOLIDGE CORNER 

290 Harvard St | 617.734.2500 
MAN ON WIRE | 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50 
{no Wed) | Sat-Sun: 12:05 

MILK | 1, 3:45, 6:45 | Fri-Tues, Thurs: 9:45 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 1.30, 4:15 
7.15 | Fri-Tues, Thurs: 10:15 

“2008 SUNDANCE SHORTS” | 4.45, 10 
[no Wed] | Sat-Sun: noon | Sat-Sun 
Thurs: 2:15 | Sat-Sun, Tues, Thurs: 7:25 
PRAY THE DEVIL BACK TO HELL | Fri: 1 


CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 

40 Brattle St, Harvard Square | 
617.876.6837 

THE GODFATHER | Fri: 1:15, 8:30 | Sat- 
Mon: 4:30 | Mon: 8 | Wed: 4 

THE GODFATHER, PART li) Fri: 4:45 
Sat-Sun: 12:45 | Sat-Sun, Tues: 8 | 
Tues: 4:15 | Wed: 7:30 

THE COCOANUTS | Thurs: 12:30, 9:10 
ANIMAL CRACKERS | Thurs: 2:30 
MONKEY BUSINESS | Thurs: 4.30 
HORSE FEATHERS | Thurs: 6:10 
DUCK SOUP | Thurs: 7:40 


FRESH POND 

168 Alewife Brook Parkway | 
617.661.2900 

BEDTIME STORIES | 12:45, 3:05, 5:25 
7.40, 9:55 

MARLEY 6 ME | 12:45. 3:55, 7:05, 9:35 
THE SPIRIT | 12:30, 2:55, 5:25, 7:50, 10:10 
VALKYRIE | 1:30, 4:15, 7, 9:55 

BOLT | 12:40, 3, 5.15 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL | 
1.30, 4:10, 7, 9:30 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | 7.30, 9:40 

ROLE MODELS | 9:15 

SEVEN POUNDS | 12:45, 4:05, 7:05, 9:45 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 12.30, 2:35, 
4:45,7 

TWILIGHT | 79:45 

VES MAN | 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:55 


HARVARD SQUARE 

10 Church St | 617.864.4580 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 

BUTTON | 10:30 am, noon, 2, 3:30 
5:30, 7, 9:10, 10:40 

THE WRESTLER | 10:40 am, 11:30 am 
1:10, 2:10, 3:40, 4:50, 6:20, 7:30, 9, 10:10 

AUSTRALIA | 11:50 am, 3:20 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 7.10. 9:40 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
Sat: midnight 


KENDALL SQUARE 


6:30, 8:15 [no 9:40 [no Wed] 


Fri-Sun, Thurs: 11.30 am 

DOUBT | noon, 12:50, 3:30, 6, 6:40 

93:25 [no Wed 

FROST/NIXON | 12:10, 2:10, 3:15, 51 
if hu 1.15 am 

MILK | 12:40, 2:30, 3:35, 6:35, 9 [no 


SLUMDOG MIL! 


3:10, 5, € 


Li 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 

Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
A CHRISTMAS TALE | 1:15, 4:15, 7:15 
AUSTRALIA | 12:50, 4,7 

MING | Fri: 5:15, 8:30 | Sat-Sun: 1:45, 5, 8:15 
Mon-Tues: 4, 7:30 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA || 
3:10, 5:15 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 2:15, 4:45, 7:30 | 
Fri-Sat: 9:45 

RACHEL GETTING MARRIED | 4:30. 7:10 | 
Fri-Sat: 9:40 

TWALIGHT | 7:20 | Fri-Sat: 9:50 

WALL-E | 2 

RAB NE BANA Di JOD! | Wed-Thurs: S 
7:30 


BEVERLY 


Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St | 
978.927.3677 

CITY OF EMBERS | Fri-Sat. Mon-Tues 
5:30, 8 | Sat, Tues: 2 | Mon: 1! am 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | Thurs: 2, 5:15, 8 


BRAINTREE 

AMC X, South Shore Plaza 
781.848.1070 

BEDTIME STORIES | 10:15 arm, 12:30, 3:15 
5:50, 8:20, 10:45 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUT- 
TON | noon, 3:30, 7,10 

MARLEY & ME | 10:20 arm, 1:20, 4:25 
7:30, 10:40 

THE SPIRIT | 11:30 am, 2:15, 5, 7:45, 10:30 
VALKYRIE | 10:40 am, 1:40, 4:40, 7.40 
10:35 

DOUBT | 11:10 am, 2, 4:35, 7:15, 9:50 
FOUR CHRISTMASES | 10 arm, 12:20, 2:55 
5:20, 7:50, 10:20 

SEVEN POUNDS | 10:05 am, 1, 4:10, 7:10 
10:10 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 10:15 am. 
12:35, 3:05, 5:35, 8:05, 10:25 

VES MAN | 1) arm, 1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 10 


BURLINGTON 

AMC X, Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B | 781.229.9200 

BEDTIME STORIES | 1) arm, 1:30, 4.10 
710, 9:40 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUT- 
TON | 11:40 am, 3:20, 7, 10:30 
MARLEY & ME | 10:50 am, 2, 5, 8, 10:45 
THE SPIRIT | 11:50 arm, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50 
10:25 

VALKYRIE | 11:30 am, 2:20, 5:10, 8:10, 
10:50 

DOUBT | 11:20 am, 1:50, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 
FOUR CHRISTMASES | 12:10, 2:40, 4:50, 
7.40, 10 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 10:50 

SEVEN POUNDS | 10:40 am, 1:40, 4:30, 
7:30, 10:15 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 10:30 am. 1 
3:40, 6, 8:30 

VES MAN | 12:20, 3, 5:40, 8:20, 10:50 


DANVERS 


Liberty Tree Mall, Loews Theatres, 
100 Independence Way | 978.750.9019 
Please call for times 
BEDTIME STORIES 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON 
GRAN TORING 
MARLEY & ME 
THE SPIRIT 
VALKYRIE 
BOLT 3-D 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
SEVEN POUNDS 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 
TWILIGHT 
VES MAN 


THE HUMAN CONDITION 
playing the MFA 
December 26-january 4. 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | noon, 2:20, 4.40 
[no Wed], 7:10 [no Wed] | Fri-Sat: 9:30 


FRAMINGHAM 

AMC XV, 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd, Rte 9 | 508.628.4400 

Please call for remaining times 
BEDTIME STORIES | 1) am, 1:40, 4:20. 
7:20, 10 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON | 11:30 am, 3:15, 7 | Fri-Sat 
10:35 | Sun-Thurs: 10:30 

MARLEY & ME | 10:20 am, 4:40, 7:45 
10:40 

THE SPIRIT | 11:50 am, 2:35, 5:20, 8:15, 
10:55 

VALKYRIE | 10:30 am, 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 
10:30 

BOLT 3-D | 10:45 am, 1:15, 3:50 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL | 
11:10 am, 2, 4:50, 7:40, 10:20 

DOUBT | 11:45 am, 2:20, 5:10, 8:10, 
10:45 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | 7:15. 9:30 
FROST/NIXON | 10 am, 12:45, 3:45 
6:50, 9:50 

MILK | 12:20, 3:36, 6:40, 9:35 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 6:45, 9:20 
SEVEN POUNDS | 10:10 am, 1:10, 4:10 
7:10, 10:10 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 11:20 am. 
2:10, 5, 8, 10:50 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 10 am 
12:30, 3, 5:30, 7:50, 10:15 

TWILIGHT | 10:40 am, 1:25, 4:25 

VES MAN | 10:15 am, 1, 3:40, 7:05, 9:45 


HINGHAM 


Loring Hall Cinema, 65 Main St | 
781.749.1400 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 1.45 [no 
Wed], 4:30, 7:15, 9:45 

HANSEL UND GRETEL: ENGELBERT 
HUMPERDINCK | Sun: 1 


LEXINGTON 

Flick, 1794 Mass Ave | 781.861.6161 
DOUBT | 1:30, 4, 6:30 | Fri-Sat, Tues. 
Thurs: 9 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 1:45, 4.15 
6:45 | Fri-Sat, Tues, Thurs: 9:15 


MAYNARD 


Fine Arts Theatre, 19-21 Summer St | 
978.897.8100 

BEDTIME STORIES | 1:15, 4:15, 7:15 [no 
Wed] | Fri-Sat: 9:15 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON | 12:45, 4 | Fri-Sat: 8 | Sun- 
Tues, Thurs: 7 

MARLEY & ME | 1:05. 4:05, 7:05 [no 
Wed] | Fri-Sat: 9:20 


NEWBURYPORT 

Screening Room, 82 State St | 
978.462.3456 

HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | Fri-Sat: 6:15, 8:45 | 
Sat: 3:45 | Sun: S | Sun-Thurs: 7:30 


NEWTON 


West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washing- 

ton St | 617.964.6060 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 

BUTTON | 11:20 am, 12:45, 2:30, 3:45, 
5:40, 7, 9:05 | Fri-Sat: 10:10 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS | | 

BOLT | 10:50 am 

DOUBT | 10:30 am, 12:55, 3:35, 6:10, 9 
Fri-Sat: 11 

FROST/NIXON | noon, 3, 6, 8:50) 

Fri-Sat: 11:10 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
10:45 am 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 10.35 am 
1:15, 3:15, 4, 6:15 [no Tues], 6:40, 8:55 


9:10 | Fri-Sat: 11:10 


RANDOLPH 


Showcase Cinema 


, Rte 139 

781.963.5600 

Please call for times 

BEDTIME STORIES 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON 

GRAN TORINO 

MARLEY & ME 

THE SPIRIT 


Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this week are for Friday 
December through Thursday additional openings 
on Christmas Day, however, so do call the theater before heading out. For 
up-to-date film-schedule information, check the Boston Phoenix Web 

site at thePhoenix.com. 


VALKYRIE 

BOLT 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
FROST/NIXON 

SEVEN POUNDS 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 
TWILIGHT 

YES MAN 


REVERE 
Showcase Cinema, Rte 1 and Squire 
Rd | 781.286.1660 
Please call for times 
BEDTIME STORIES 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON 
MARLEY & ME 
THE SPIRIT 
VALKYRIE 
BOLT 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | Fri-Sat only 
SEVEN POUNDS 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 
TWILIGHT 
YES MAN 


SALEM 

Museum Place Cin 

East India Square | 978.744.3700 
BEDTIME STORIES | 11:30 am 

1:45, 4:45, 7:20 | Fri-Tues, Thurs 
3:20 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 12:10 
2:20, 4:30, 7 | Fri-Tues, Thurs: 9:10 
VES MAN | noon, 2:40, 5, 7:30 | Fri- 
Tues, Thurs: 9:45 


SOMERVILLE THEATRE 
55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON | Fri-Wed: 2:15, 4:40, 5:40, 8 
Fri-Tues: 9 

LET THE RIGHT ONE IN | Fri-Wed: 2:20, 
5, 7:30 | Fri-Tues: 9:50 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA | 
Fri-Wed: 2:30 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | Fri-Wed: 2:10, 
4:45, 7.15 

SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK | Fri-Wed: 2, 
4:30, 7.10 | Fri-Tues: 9:45 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO | 
Fri-Tues: 9:40 


WALTHAM 


Embassy Cinema, 16 Pine St | 
781.893.2500 

VALKYRIE | Fri-Sun, Wed-Thurs: 1:30 
4:20, 7:10, 9:50 [no Wed] | Mon-Tues: 
2:30, 5:10, 8 

THE READER | Fri-Sun, Wed-Thurs 
1:20, 4:10, 7, 9:45 [no Wed] | Mon-Tues 
2:20, 5, 7:50 

THE SPIRIT | Fri-Sun, Wed-Thurs: 1:40 
4:30, 7:20, 9:55 [no Wed] | Mon-Tues 
2:40, 5, 8:10 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | Fri-Sun, Wed- 
Thurs: 1:50, 4:40, 7, 9:30 [no Wed] 
Mon-Tues: 2:50, 5:10, 8:20 

MILK | Fri-Sun, Wed-Thurs: 1, 3:50 
6:50, 9:40 [no Wed] | Mon-Tues: 2, 
4:50, 7:30 

SEVEN POUNDS | Fri-Sun: 1:10 | Fri- 
Sun, Thurs: 9:36 | Fri-Sun, Wed-Thurs 


as, Church St at 


4| Mon-Tues: 2:20, 4:50, 7:40 | Wed- 
Thurs: 1:20 

WEYMOUTH 

Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square 


South Weymoutt 35.2 
MARLEY & ME 1, 3:45 6:30.9 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 12.30 
2:40, 4:45, 6:50 

TWILIGHT | 8:50 


WOBURN 
Showcase, Ma 
Park | 781.9 
Please call for times 


BEDTIME STORIES 


Aiddlesex Canal 


THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON 

MARLEY & ME 

THE SPIRIT 

VALKYRIE 

BOLT 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 

SEVEN POUNDS 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 

TWILIGHT 

VES MAN 


FILM SPECIALS 


ADAMS STREET 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
690 Adams St, Dorchester | 
617.436.6900 | Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Copley Square, Boston | 617.536.5400 | 
Free admission 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS | Fri: 2:30 
CASINO ROYALE | Mon: 6 


HARVARD 

FILM ARCHIVE 
Carpenter Center for the Visual 
Arts, 24 Quincy St, Cambridge | 
617.495.4700 | $7; $5 seniors 
and students, free for ages 8 
and under 

NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


HYDE PARK 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
35 Harvard Ave, Hyde Park | 
617.361.2524 | Free admission 
THE STING | Fri: 2:30 


THE INSTITUTE 
CONTEMPORARY ART 


100 Northern Ave, Boston | 
617.478.3103 | $9; $7 students 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


MUSEUM 

FINE ARTS 

465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 for students and 
seniors unless otherwise noted 

THE HUMAN CONDITION ( PART 1} | Fri: 
noon | Sat: 10:30 am 

THE HUMAN CONDITION (PART 2) | 

Fri: 4 | Sat: 3 

ANGEL | Fri: 7:45 | Sun: 3:40 

THE HUMAN CONDITION (PART 3) | 

Sat: 7| Sun: noon 

ANDY WARHOL: DENIED | Sun: 10:30 am 


LOWER MILLS 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
27 Richmond St, Dorchester | 
617.298.7841 | Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


MATTAPAN 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
10 Hazelton St, Mattapan | 
617.298.9218 | Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


NORTH END 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


25 Parmenter St, Boston | 617.227.8135 
Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


PARKER HILL 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


1497 Tremont St, Boston | 617.427.3820 
Free admission 
NO FILMS THIS WEEK 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


646 East Broadway, South Boston 
617.268 .0180 | Free admission 
GUNGA DIN | Tues: 1 


a 
DECEMBER 26. 2008 ARTS MUSIC EVENTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
10 for ages 3-11 and seniors 
Wed], 9:35 [no Wed] DEDHAM 
Wed] Fri-Sun, Thurs: MILK 3:45, 6:30 [no Wed] Fri-Sat: 9:10 


»®® ANDY WARHOL: DENIED 
2006 | Directed by Chris Rodley, this 
BBC documentary is a wry, amusing 
bit of American-art-world sleuthing 
Brit reporter Alan Yentob is called 
into the strange case of a New York 
collector whose 1965 self-portrait of 
Andy Warhol, on sale for $2 million, 
has been declared worthless and 
inauthentic by the mysterious Andy 
Warhol Art Authentication Board 
But what does “authentic” mean 
with regard to Warhol, who happily 
mass-produced his art and often 
wasn't even there when his lowly 
paid underlings were silk-screening? 
Yentob chats with art historians, 
dealers, and former Warhol Factory 
employees, and to a person they are a 
colorful, yarn-telling lot. Andy him- 
self would love the to-do concerning 
his mountains of left-over work. 
What would he say about this docu- 
mentary? “Gee!” or “Wow!” | 52m | 
MFA: Sun 
®@® ANGEL | 2007 | For a time 
in this first English-language film 
by French auteur Francois Ozon (8 
Women, Swimming Pool), which is based 
on a book by British novelist Eliza- 
beth Taylor, it’s hard to know what 
to make of the turn-of-the-2oth-cen- 
tury tale of Angel Deverell (Romola 
Garai), the spoiled daughter of a 
grocery-store owner who becomes a 
major bestselling writer of bodice- 
ripper pulp novels. But Ozon has 
a wry plan, for the conventionally 
told tale switches tone and becomes 
a very funny bodice ripper itself, an 
inglorious kitsch melodrama with 
Angel caught between a heavy-drink- 
ing, self-loathing, crippled-in-the- 
war, womanizing husband (Michael 
Fassbender, a dime-novel Laurence 
Olivier) and her husband's lesbian 
masochist sister (Lucy Russell), who 
types Angel's manuscripts and gives 
her erotic backrubs. And oh, that 
ripe piano music, right out of Days of 
Our Lives! | 134m | MFA: Fri + Sun 
}®® ANIMAL CRACKERS | 1930 
| The second of the Marx Brothers’ 
movies was derived from their Broad- 
way hit (by George S. Kaufman and 
Morrie Ryskind). It’s awfully stagy 
— Victor Heerman directed — but 
most of the time you're laughing too 
hard to notice. Bert Kalmar and Har- 
ty Ruby wrote the songs (“Hooray for 
Captain Spaulding” and, for Lillian 
Roth's pleasant, quavering voice, 
“Why Am I So Romantic?”). With the 
indispensable Margaret Dumont. | 
b&w | 97m | Brattle: Thurs 
®@© AUSTRALIA | 2008 | Baz 
Luhrmann's epic farce is a rollicking 
good time for its first two-thirds, 
with English aristocrat Lady Sarah 
Ashley (an engaging and animated 
Nicole Kidman) heading Down Un- 
der in 1939 to retrieve her dawdling 
husband from his cattle ranch, only 
to find Lord Ashley with a spear in 
his back, the ranch near ruin, and 
ruthless cattle baron King Carney 
(Bryan Brown) ready to buy it all 
up wholesale. Her only recourse is 
to drive a herd of cattle across the 
wastelands to the western port of 
Darwin. Enter “The Drover” (Hugh 
Jackman), except that he despises 
the hoity-toity lady, and the feeling 
is mutual — though her expression 
when he takes off his shirt suggests 
what direction this relationship will 
take. But once the War in the Pacific 
becomes a plot device, all the wheels 
of artifice start flying off in a long, 
tortuous dénouement, and even the 
loin-clothed specter of the wonder- 
ful David Culpilil (from Nic Roeg’s 
Walkabout) must look on in despair. 


Luhrmann's whimsy provides a 
fun guide to the continent and its 
clichés, but he loses his way when 
he takes on the disasters of history 

165m | Harvard Square + Arlington 
Capitol + suburbs 


BEDTIME STORIES | 2008 | Betsy 
Sherman's review is on page 7. | 95m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 
®®® BOLT | 2008 | The first Disney 
animated film under the leadership 
of Pixar guru John Lasseter, Bolt is 
a frisky cross-country adventure 
that mixes smart Pixarian technical 
wizardry with a welcome dollop of 
Disney schmaltz. Bolt (John Travolta) 
thinks he and his “person,” Penny 
(Miley Cyrus), are caught in an end- 
less high-tech battle with the feline 
Dr. Calico (Malcolm McDowell). But 
it’s only a TV show, and the pooch 
has no real superpowers. So why does 
the heartless studio — the real bad 
guys here — maintain this Truman 
Show illusion for the sake of a dog? 
You won't care once the action shifts 
to NYC, where Bolt has been mistak- 
enly shipped. With two new pals, 
he travels back to Penny in LA, and 
en route he learns what being a real 
dog is all about. The celebs are okay 
under the direction of Chris Williams 
and Byron Howard, but the best lines 
belong to animator Mark Walton as 
Rhino, a fanboy hamster who fogs 
up his plastic ball when excited. You 
just might too. | 95m | Boston Com- 
mon + Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + 
West Newton + suburbs 
®®@© THE BOY IN THE STRIPED 
PAJAMAS | 2008 | Writer/director 
Mark Herman (Little Voice) adapts 
John Boyne’s novel of a German 
boy's friendship with a Jewish 
concentration-camp victim — a 
stirring glimpse of Europe's dark- 
est hour. Eight-year-old Bruno (Asa 
Butterfield) and his family leave his 
Berlin home for a drab fortress in the 
country so his Nazi-officer father (a 
brilliant David Thewlis) can oversee a 
“new project.” Bored and friendless, 
Bruno wanders through the woods 
and finds a sad, hungry boy his age, 
Shmuel (Jack Scanlon), behind a wire 
fence. Friendship blooms. Neither 
child understands their situation. 
Bruno’s mother (Vera Farmiga) im- 
plodes as she discovers her husband's 
monstrous deeds and his devotion to 
the Third Reich. The film’s conven- 
tions raise red flags: the Germans 
have flawiess British accents, and 
the Holocaust’s atrocities are filtered 
through a child's eyes. But the per- 
formances never falter, and even 
James Horner’s heavy-handed score 
can't dim the film’s unfathomable, 
unshakable ending. | 93m | West 
Newton 


®®® CASINO ROYALE | 2006 | 
Based on lan Fleming's first 007 
novel, Casino strips the franchise of 
its credibility-defying excess to focus 
on character, and in Daniel Craig 

it has a Bond with Sean Connery’s 
macho bluster and Timothy Dalton’'s 
grimly efficient violence. It's 2006, 
and villain Le Chiffre (Mads Mik- 
kelsen), whom Bond must bankrupt 
at the gaming table (Texas hold ‘em 
now, not baccarat), is a money laun- 
derer for terrorists, not Communists, 
but the sense of a shadowy organiza- 
tion bent on the destruction of the 
West remains. Bond harvests many 
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clues from his enemies’ cellphdne 
records; with such everyday tools, it 
doesn't take fantastic gadgetry from 
Q to learn people's secrets. Bond 
cannot, however, read fellow British 
agent Vesper Lynd (Eva Creen 
m 


Her 


sterious motives owe partly to the 
story and partly to Creen’s cagy per 
formance, which is full of ernotional 
misdirection until she veveals all 
through her gestures in a poignant 
and wordless final sequence. Some 
credit for the characterizations be- 
longs to co-screenwriter Paul Haggis, 
who was brought in to play up the 
relationships over the genre mechan- 
ics. Martin Campbell, who rebooted 
the franchise before with GoldenEye, 
brings this installment to a close 
with a stunning action sequence in 
a sinking Venetian palazzo, and the 
final shot, in which Craig gets to 
deliver one of 007's signature lines, 
is satisfying and redeems all. In 
that moment, a spy is born. | 144m | 
BPL: Mon 
® A CHRISTMAS TALE (UN 
Charles, who died of leukemia three 
decades ago, at the age of six, knew 
what he was doing; he’s the only 
member of the Vuillard family not 
suffering from an existential or 
physical malignancy. His death, at 
any rate, has given the rest of the 
family an excuse to be unhappy and 
hateful. Anarchic Henri (Mathieu 
Amialric) bears the heaviest burden; 
born after Charles, he’s been rejected 
by his mother, Junon (Catherine 
Deneuve), and his older sister, Eliza- 
beth (Anne Consigny), whose teen- 
age son Paul (Emile Berling) keeps up 
the family tradition by going crazy. 
Youngest son Ivan (Melvil Poupaud) 
and dad Abel (Jean-Paul Roussillon) 
struggle to make peace, especially 
when a holiday reunion turns into a 
search for a marrow donor because 
Junon has also developed leukemia. 
A twisted Christmas stocking over- 
stuffed with whimsical misery and 
technical bravura, Arnaud Despl- 
echin’s film could use more of the 
surreal hilarity of Wes Anderson's 
The Royal Tenenbaums. | French | 150m | 
Arlington Capitol 
}®© THE COCOANUTS | 1823 | The 
first Marx Brothers feature is stiff 
and stagy, with a badly muffled 
soundtrack, but it has its moments, 
among them the famous “Why a 
duck?” punfest. Joseph Santley and 
Robert Florey directed. | b&w | 96m | 
Brattle: Thurs 
®®® THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON | 2008 | David 
Fincher’s adaptation of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald's acerbic and Olympian 
short story provides a 160-minute 
showcase of Brad Pitt's talents 
— which here seem to consist of an 
unchanging expression of wry, if 
blank amusement. Pitt's Benjamin 
Button is born in New Orleans in 
1918, with the body of a deformed, 
decrepit octogenarian, and for him 
the aging process runs in reverse — 
which complicates his relationship 
with the love of his life, Daisy (Cate 
Blanchett). Benjamin has a stint as 
a tugboat captain battling U-boats 
in World War II and one as a playboy 
in the ’sos living off the legacy of 
his dad. Eventually, however, his 
timeline and Daisy's coincide, with 
Pitt in Creek-god mode and Blanchett 
aglow with alien beauty. Fincher's 
fascination with, and film's illusory 
power over, time redeems Button from 
its cuteness and kitsch. The movie 
may be a box of chocolates, but the 
soft centers are bittersweet. | 160m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Harvard 
Square + Somerville Theatre + West 
Newton + suburbs 
Continued on p 30 
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®© THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL | 2008 | Scott (The Exorcism 

of Emily Rose) Derrickson's remake 

of Robert Wise’s 1951 sci-fi classic 
begins promisingly before devolv- 
ing into cinematic junk food — per 
haps that’s why the scene set in 
McDonald's makes sense, unlike the 
rest of the plot. As in the original, 


an alien spacecraft lands on Earth. 
Klaatu (Keanu Reaves) emerges and 
is almost immediately shot by the 
military; that prompts the activa 
tion of his (now) gigantic death-ray 
shooting robot protector, Cort (less 
robotic than Keanu), who's stopped 
by Klaatu’s immortal line: “Klaatu 
barada nikto.” (We think — it’s 
impossible to distinguish in the 
muddled sound mix.) A mother (jen 
nifer Connelly) and her young (step) 
son (Jaden Smith) remain the key to 
humanity's salvation. But it may be 
too late: as a publicity stunt, Fox has 
transmitted the film into space, and 
it’s due to arrive at Alpha Centauri 
in 2012, the year the Mayan Calendar 
ends. In other words, we're doomed. 
| 103m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + Embassy 
+ suburbs 

®®© | DOUBT | 2008 | Even with 
John Patrick Shanley taking charge, 


as both screenwriter and direc- 

tor, the film version of his Pulitzer 
winner play seems less a metaphor 
for the virtues of uncertainty than 

a loving period piece centered on 

the suspicion of child molestation 

by Catholic clergy in the 1960s. Of 
course, there ~re those who will tell 
you there wasn’t much doubt in 

the original Doubt, in which Cherry 
Jones's stooped Bronx giantess of a 
principal, Sister Aloysius, hounded 
Brian F. O’Byrne’s humane, arguably 
hedonistic Father Flynn from the 
pulpit of St. Nicholas parish even as 
the Church thawed in the shadow 

of Vatican Il. It doesn’t help that 
Shanley replaces the play's pointed 
discussion of parable — the favored 
preaching tool of Father Flynn — 
with heavy-handedly metaphorical 
meteorology including cataclysmic 
rain, rampaging autumn leaves, and 
nun-flattening winds of change. And 
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it’s hard to forgive him for bypassing 
Jones, who probably won him half 
his Pulitzer. Still, both Meryl Streep 
and Philip Seymour Hoffman present 
complex, flawed characters, Streep 
making Sister Aloysius's journey 
toward near-irrational zealotry ex- 
traordinarily clear, and playing the 
male-hierarchical card with assured 
arrogance while at the same time 
nursing, somewhere behind the 

full lips, graying gold, and tangled 
eyebrows, a secret sorrow. | 104m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Kendall 
Square + West Newton 

}®S® DUCK SOUP | 1933 | Perhaps 
the greatest Marx Brothers picture 
— beneath the zaniness, one senses 
a structured, exhilaratingly com- 
plete vision of an absurd universe. 
Croucho is Rufus T. Firefly, the mad 
dictator of Freedonia, and Harpo and 
Chico are feckless spies. The film 
features the miraculous mirror scene 
in which Croucho confronts the mys- 
tery of his own identity. With the 
imperturbable Margaret Dumont, 
and directed by Leo McCarey, the 
only first-class filmmaker ever to or- 
chestrate a Marx Brothers film. | bw 
| 68m | Brattle: Thurs 


®® FOUR CHRISTMASES | 2008 | 
Rather than the typical snowstorm 
that strands characters in a Holiday 
themed comedy, it’s heavy cloud 
cover that keeps 


an Francisco couple 
Brad and Kate (Vince Vaughn and Re 
ese Witherspoon) from catching their 
flight to Fiji. But the fog also casts a 
pall over Seth Gordon's narrative-film 
debut. Gordon garnered a lot of at- 
tention last year with The King of Kong 
A Fistful of Quarters, a stranger-than. 
fiction documentary that hilariously 
detailed the Machiavellian maneu- 
verings of Donkey Kong world-record 
holder Billy Mitcheil to retain his 
title from challenger and nice guy 
Steve Wiebe. Appearing here ina 
small role, Wiebe remains a gentle 
soul among monsters. Children of 
divorce both, Brad (Vaughn seems 

to be making a fat-period career of 
spiritless Christmas films) and Kate 
visit the four sets of families (led by 
Robert Duvall, Mary Steenburgen, 
Sissy Spacek, and Jon Voight) they 
were fleeing, in the process testing 
both their relationship and audi- 
ences’ tolerance of grim cheer. | 82m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Embassy + suburbs 

®®© FROST/NIXON | 2008 | Ron 
Howard's adaptation of Peter Mor- 
gan’s 2006 hit transforms the legacy 
of the most malignant troll in Ameri- 
can history into a buddy movie. For 
years he’s been a star, but by 1974 
David Frost is reduced to covering 
wacky stunts. Then he spots Nixon's 
resignation speech on TV. If he can 
get that man in a televised one- 
on-one, his glory days will return. 
Michael Sheen's Frost conveys some 
of the smarmy sardonic wit that 
gave '6os American TV audiences a 
taste of pre-Pythonite British snark. 
If Martin Scorsese had directed and 
not Ron Howard, the story might 
been pitched more as about weasels 
fighting in a hole than as an epic 
combat between battered titans. 
Either way, it comes down to Frank 
Langella's performance. Although 
he doesn’t sound like Nixon, he awk 
wardly inhabits his body in the same 
way as the original. But unlike the 
gargoyle we re’ mber, ngella’s 
Nixon exudes a seductive charm and 
a vulnerability. He's the film's chief 
virtue, and its biggest flaw. | 122m 

| Boston Common + Kendall Square + 
West Newton 


)®O® THE GODFATHER | 1972 

| Francis Ford Coppola's popular 
gangster movie addresses the issue 
of the corruption of American public 
and private life at a very profound 
level. It’s also about how the sins 

of the father are visited upon the 
sons. Marlon Brando, doing the most 
graceful and elegant work of his ca 
reer, plays the role of the Mafia don, 


Vito Corleone, as a Sicilian monarch. 
His sons are Sonny, the hothead 
(James Caan), Fredo, the gentle- 
hearted bumbler (John Cazale), and 
contemplative Michael (Al Pacino, 

in one of the great performances 

of the '70s), who takes everything 
down deep — and, inevitably, takes 
over the kingdom. The distinguished 
cast includes Talia Shire as Don 
Corleone’s daughter, Morgana King 
as his wife, Diane Keaton as the 
woman who loves Michael, Robert 
Duvall as the Corleone consigliere, and 
Richard Castellano as the family’s 
chief henchman. | English + Italian | 
175m | Brattle: Fri-Mon + Wed 

®®OS THE GODFATHER, PART 

i | 1975 | Francis Coppola's sequel 

to his 1972 classic both extends the 
scope and deepens the meaning of 
that film. Some Marxists consider 
this film Hollywood's most profound 
indictment of capitalism. Reaching 
back to the origins of the American 
Mafia in Sicily and New York with 
Robert De Niro (in a magnificent per 
formance) as the striving young Vito 
Corleone and forward to mid-'sos Las 
Vegas, where Vito's son Michael (Al 
Pacino), now the new Don, plays out 
his father’s legacy, the movie shows 
how the events of history continue to 
reverberate years later in the lives of 
people whose only connection to the 
events may be through their ances 
tors. Pacino is both pitiable and ter 
rifying; the uniformly superb cast in 


cludes Michael V. hn Cazale, 
Robert Duvall, Lee Str g, Diane 
Keaton, Talia Shire, Mo na King, 


Troy Donahue, and Gaston Moschin. 
| 200m | Brattle: Fri-Sun + Tues-Wed 
}®© THE GOLDEN COMPASS | 
2007 | Hollywood is not eager to go 
where avowed atheist Philip Pullman 
has controversially gone before, so 
whereas Pullman's His Dark Materials 
trilogy is a powerful, thought-pro- 
voking, one-of-a-kind original, Chris 
Weitz’s okay adaptation of the first 
volume is standard-issue Lord of the 
Rings/Narnia children’s fantasy. What 
edge there is comes from Brighton 
newcomer Dakota Blue Richards, 
tough and surly as Lyra, and Nicole 
Kidman (here so evil, she must think 
the Magisterium is a stand-in for 
Scientology), who in slinky white 
underlines the repressed sexuality of 
Marisa Coulter. Daniel Craig as Lord 
Asriel hardly registers; Eva Green as 
good witch Serafina and Sam Elliott 
as Texan Lee Scoresby are parentally 
reassuring — just what Pullman is 
not. Armored bear lorek Byrnison 
looks good, but there’s too much 
calculation in lan McKellen’s voice. 
What's worse, New Line and Weitz 
didn’t want to deal with Pullman's 
downbeat conclusion, in which As- 
riel tries to build a bridge to another 
universe at a terrible cost, so they 
postponed it to The Subtle Knife, leav- 
ing Lyra and her friends to fly off 
triumphant in Scoresby’s hydrogen 
balloon. That decision may preserve 
this installment's box office, but if 
the series means to achieve true Pull- 
man, it'll need a course correction. | 
114m | BPL: Fri 

}®® GRAN TORINO | 2008 | Clint 
Eastwood directs himself in this sto- 
ry of a retired and widowed Detroit 
autoworker, Walt Kowalski, who 
spends his days on the front porch 
guzzling Schlitz and snarling about 
the black and yellow faces in his 
formerly blue-collar neighborhood 
while he keeps his precious 1972 Cran 
Torino locked away in his 
But, slowly, Walt gets to 


Asians next door, and just like the 
Japanese soldiers in Eastwood's Letters 
lima. they turn cut regi 
from Iwo Jima, they turn out to be regu 
lar people. The film slips a bit when 


ng teen (Bee 
Vang) under his nd teaches 
Thao to mutte lurs as part of 
being a real man — the irony is too 
leaden, and Eastwood strains hard 
to be cute. But viewers looking for 
some old-fashioned Clint-style urban 
excitement won't be disappointed: 
hauling out his M-1 and leaping out 
into the streets to stand up to strut- 
ting homeboys, ancient Walt morphs 
into Dirty Harry. | 116m | Boston Com- 
mon + suburbs 

®®@®® GUNGA DIN | 1939 | George 
Stevens's rousing blend of British 
colonial adventure and barracks 
comedy stars Cary Crant (in one of 


his most athletic turns), Douglas 
Fairbanks Jr., Victor McLaglen, and 
Sam Jaffe as the faithful Gunga Din. 
| b&w | 117m | South Boston Branch 
Library: Thurs 


®®@® HORSE FEATHERS | 1932 

| As the new president of Huxley 
College, Groucho must put together 
a football team for a game against 
arch-rival Darwin U. A relentlessly 
funny deflation of higher education, 
the movie includes such highlights 
as the opening “I'm Against It” 
number, with Groucho prancjng on a 
desk before a roomful of dumbstruck 
deans. S.J. Perelman worked on the 
script; Norman McLeod directed; 
Thelma Todd and David Landau help 
out. | b&w | 69m | Brattle: Thurs 

THE HUMAN CONDITION | 1959-1961 
| Brett Michel's review is on page 6. | 
Japanese | 587m | MFA: Fri-Sun 


®®®© LET THE RIGHT ONE IN 
(LAT DEN RATTE KOMMA IN) | 2008 
| Discriminating horror-movie fans 
rejoice: Tomas Alfredson's Lat den 
ratte komma in, with a script from 

his novel by John Ajvide Lindqvist, 
is a remarkable vampire film, as 
raw and frightening as it is tender 
and intelligent. It's deep winter 

in a blue-collar suburb of Stock 
holm, and 12-year-old Oskar (K4re 
Hedebrant) suffers from both his 
parents’ divorce and the merciless 
bullying at school. This quiet and 
lonely lad needs to “let the right 
one in,” and that’s the dark-haired, 
Cypsy-like waif who moves in next 
door. The two fall for each other, 
but Eli (Lina Leandersson) is often 
sad and distracted. She has an awful 
secret: when it’s her feeding time, 
their poignant puppy love must be 
interrupted and scorched in blood. 
The episodes of violence, when Eli 
pounces, are expertly achieved, 

and ghoulish and scary. But these 
are balanced by Alfredson’s gently 
poetic vision of pubescent romance. 
Who would have predicted that 

the finest horror picture in years, 
reminiscent of Val Lewton classics of 
1940s Hollywood, would come from 
Sweden? | Swedish | 114m | Somerville 
Theatre 


®® MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA | 2008 | Eric Darnell and 
Tom McCrath follow up their 2005 
DreamWorks hit with an uninspired 
sit-com sold by Hollywood stars 
giving voice to anthropomorphized 
animals. Ben Stiller returns as Alex, 
the lion “king of New York,” and 
he’s joined again by Chris Rock's 
Marty the zebra, David Schwim- 
mer’s Melman the giraffe, and Jada 
Pinkett Smith's Cloria the hippo. 
The plot has them attempting to fly 
home to New York from Madagascar 
in a plane piloted by penguins (still 
the best reason to watch), only to 
crash-land in Africa. It’s a light 
entertainment that can cash in with 
election-weary audiences; the real 
landslide, however, will occur when 
Oscar voters cast their Best Anima- 
tion ballots for Wall-E, the true can 
didate for change. | 89m | Somerville 
Theatre + West Newton + Arlington 
Capitol + suburbs 

~)O®OO MAN ON WIRE | 2008 | 
James Marsh's crowd-pleasing docu 
mentary skips past 9/11, ne-travel 
ing to a halcyon historic moment at 
the World Trade Center: the occa 
sion in 1974 when French high-wire 
artist Philippe Petit attempted to 
walk on a wire between the Twin 
Towers — 1350 windy feet up. In 
terviewed today, Petit is a whale 

of a storyteller, and he recalls with 
relish the chilling details of that 
amazing day. His little venture was 
not only death-defying but highly 
illegal; how he and his motley crew 
got to the top of the WTC, evading 
the sluggish NYPD, has the excite 
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ment of a great caper movie. But 
what's even more enthralling, and 
deeply beautiful, is the sight of Petit 
executing his space traverse high 
over the Big Apple. | 94m | Coolidge 
Corner 

MARLEY & ME | 2008 | Brett Michel's 
review is on page 7. | 120m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 

®@® MILK | 2008 | Cus Van Sant's 
trenchant bio-pic of San Francisco 
city supervisor Harvey Milk is a juicy 
and manipulative melodrama and a 
powerful tearjerker. The first openly 
gay man elected to public office in 
the United States, Milk (Sean Penn) 
was murdered on November 27, 1978, 
along with the city’s mayor, George 
Moscone (Victor Garber), by Dan 
White (Josh Brolin) after Moscone 
Tefused to let White rescind his 
resignation from the city’s board of 
supervisors. We flash back to Milk’s 
pre-activist days as a closeted New 
York office drone who, on his goth 
birthday, in the arms of new-found 
love Scott Smith (James Franco), 
decides to move to San Francisco to 
do something in his life “to be proud 
of.” Van Sant re-creates the loca- 
tions, the clothes, the ambiance, 
and the fervor of those days with 
rousing exactitude; Penn uncan- 
nily resembles Milk, and at his best 
he evokes Milk’s combination of 
sweetness and toughness, his aura 
of raunchy saintliness. Van Sant 
does juice up Milk with a sampling 
of his subject’s chaotic personal life; 
he fails to integrate these gossipy 
digressions, and Penn's performance 
in them unravel. Still, it’s hard to 
imagine anyone’s being unmoved 
by the army of candlelight marchers 
at the end. | 128m | Boston Common 
Kendall Square + Coolidge Corner + 
Embassy 

®®O® MONKEY BUSINESS | 1931 

| One of the fastest, wildest Marx 
Brothers comedies finds the boys 
stowed away on an ocean liner in 
barrels of kippered herring. Their 
disguises include a hilarious bit 
where, as they try to sneak by Cus- 
toms, each pretends to be French 
crooner/charmer Maurice Chevalier. 
Then there's the sublime sequence 
in which Chico and Harpo (and the 
voice of Chevalier sing “You Brought 
a New Kind of Love to Me.” Directed 


by Norman McLeod, this film was + suburbs Muccino, on the other hand, gives opposite of escapist entertainment. ve ' ethers R be B = 5 P ICT U rk 
their first Hollywood original; the Crant Nieporte’s tearjerker scriptthe Played by Philip Seymour Hoffman apie; 3 as 
script is co-written by literary wit S.J. two-fisted-compassion treatment of as a hysterical variation on his char- R 


Perelman. | b&w | 77m | Brattle: Thurs 
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TO HELL | 2008 | Remember the 
old “essentialist” argument that 
women are by nature pacifist and 


nurturing whereas men are aggres- 
sive and warlike? Never has that 
thesis seemed so credible as it does 
in this moving documentary about 
the tumultuous recent history of 
Liberia made by an all-female crew 
led by director Gini Reticker. It’s an 
amazing story: in 2005 a courageous 
union of Muslim and Christian 
women, sickened and horrified by 
an endless civil war of trigger-happy 
rapists and marauders, forced the 
bullying, swaggering all-male poli- 
ticians and warlords to the peace ta- 
ble. “The devil” of the title? Liberian 
dictator Charles Taylor, a professed 
Christian who thought himself the 
new Messiah. Given a non-violent 
push from Liberia's women, the not- 
so-immortal Taylor fled to Nigerian 
exile. | 72m | Coolidge Corner: Fri-Wed 


}® QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 2008 

| When a chase sequence near the 
beginning of a Bond film arouses less 
excitement than the horse race (the 
Sienese Palio) it’s intercut with, you 
know something is missing. Fans 

of 007 expect two things from their 
product: an appealing hero and sat- 
isfying action sequences. Quantum of 
Solace, inexplicably entrusted to Marc 
Forster (The Kite Runner), fails to de- 
liver either. Forster confuses mean- 
ingless cutting and shaky camera 
work with excitement, and Daniel 
Craig, who last time out, in the far 
superior Casino Royale, was muscular, 
rough, brooding, and deep, is here 
just muscular. As the cheese-breath- 
ing villain du jour, Dominic Creene, 
Mathieu Amalric won't make people 
forget his performance in The Diving 
Bell and the Butterfly any time soon. 
And Olga Korylenko’s “Bond Cirl” 
Camille — Camille? Now “Strawberry 
Fields” (Gemma Arterton), that’s a 
Bond Girl name — looks nice but 
might just as well be a “Bond Guy” 
for all the response she gets from 
Craig’s impassive Terminator. When 
Bond is welcomed back to the flock 
by M (Judi Dench), he replies, “I 
never left.” Those who still cherish 
the series might beg to differ. | 106m 
| Boston Common + Harvard Square + 
Somerville Theatre + Arlington Capito! 


smoking away in a raggedy loony- 
bin bob and smudgy eyeliner. It’s 
the trademark look of cinema's 


AMC 


unstable — in this case, a 12-stepper 
on leave from rehab for the Indian- 
themed wedding of her resentful 
sister (Rosemarie DeWitt). It’s also 
the first sign of clichés and contriv- 
ances to come. Toss in a saintly 
bunch of black in-laws, a dead kid, 
a chilly mother (Debra Winger), 
a dad in denial, and a veritable 
Benetton ad of irksomely musical 
houseguests and the curry isn’t the 
only thing simmering in this cor- 
ner of Cheever country. Demme's 
handheld camera gives the festivi- 
ties a foreboding twitchiness; still, 
the draggy footage of every teardrop 
and toast, from rehearsal dinner to 
raucous reception, fails to move. By 
the time the Canesha cake is cut, 
you're left with the poodle as the 
only family member worthy of em- 
pathy. | 115m | Arlington Capitol 
THE READER | 2008 | Peter Keough’'s 
review is on page 7. | 123m | Boston 
Common + Kendall Square + Embassy 
®® THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | 1975 | This horror-camp 
extravaganza still draws midnight 
crowds. Its story of two dorky, all- 
American kids (Barry Bostwick and 
Susan Sarandon) who find them- 
selves indoctrinated into the pan- 
sexual ways of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is 
no more outrageous than La Cage aux 
Folles, but only a curmudgeon would 
deny the magnetism of Tim Curry, 
whose lip-smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” remains one of 
the high points in all of cult movies. 
Jim Sharman directs. | 100m | Harvard 
Square: Sat midnight 


®© SEVEN POUNDS | 2008 | will 
Smith's previous film with direc- 
tor Gabriele Muccino, The Pursuit 

of Happyness, was a tale well told. 
Their new one is a gimmicky tale 
annoyingly told. Like Happyness, it 
depicts a man with a hidden life, a 
notion central to Smith's debut, Six 
Degrees of Separation. Smith's kindly 
IRS investigator links case studies 
of good people with grave health 
problems; the audience is meant to 
ponder why he gets so involved in 
these people's lives. Smith has rarely 
appeared so vulnerable on screen; 


movies like Crash and Babel, which 


one highlight is musical — a piano 


love theme has a deliberately sour 
note, as if a key were damaged. It’s 


SAMUEL AACKSON 


BASED UPON THE COMIC BOOK SERIES CREATED BY WILL E/SNER 
WRITTEN FOR THE SCREEN AND DIRECTED 8Y FRANK MILLER 


www.thespiritmovie.com 


a subtle metaphor, evincing a trust 
in the audience that’s otherwise 
absent. | 113m |Boston Common + 
Fenway + Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + 
Embassy + suburbs 
®®® SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 
2008 | This Danny Boyle film is set in 
a grubby Mumbai police station over 
the course of an hours-long, some- 
times brutal interrogation but spins 
off like a fireworks display across 
years of history. Eighteen-year-old Ja- 
mal Malik (Dev Patel) is the unlikely 
winner of the top prize in the Indian 
version of Who Wants To Be a Millionaire, 
but the show’s host (Anil Kapoor) is 
suspicious (or jealous) and turns him 
over to the cops. When the police 
inspector (Irrfan Khan) finally just 
asks Jamal to explain how he arrived 
at the answers, each question proves 
a talisman that whirls the film into 
Jamal’s sometimes hideous, some 
times wondrous, always photogenic 
past. It’s like an MTV version of The 
Arabian Nights by way of Mira Nair’s 
Salaam Bombay. No wonder then, that 
the Bollywood musical number that 
makes the concluding credits worth 
sitting through doesn't require such 
a difficult suspension of disbelief. 
But the willing suspension of out- 
rage at the injustice and misery on 
display for the entertainment of au- 
diences is another matter. | English + 
Hindi | 120m | Boston Common + Fen- 
way + Kendall Square + Coolidge Corner 
+ West Newton 
THE SPIRIT | 2008 | Peter Keough’s 
review is on page 7. | 103m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Embassy+ suburbs 
®® THE STING | 1973 | Set in 1930s 
Chicago, George Roy Hill's overrated 
audience pleaser has Paul Newman 
taking fellow con man Robert Red- 
ford under his wing as they try to 
swindle mob boss Robert Shaw via 
past-posting (getting your mark to 
think a race is taking place when in 
fact it’s already been run and you 
know who won), a gimmick that was 
old hat even back then. With Charles 
Durning, Ray Walston, Eileen Bren- 
nan, and Harold Gould. | 129m | Hyde 
Park Branch Library: Fri 
“SUNDANCE 2008 SHORTS” | just 
what it says. | Coolidge Corner 
SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK 
| 2008 | No fun date at the movies, 
Charlie Kaufman's film is the very 


acter in Savages, with a nod to Steve 


Jason Leigh). But somehow Caden 


snags a MacArthur “genius grant” 
and, encouraged by Hazel (Samantha 


LIONSGATE 


Morton), who works the box office 

at the theater where his student pro- 
duction of Death of a Salesman is being 
staged, heads to New York City to be- 
gin his magnum opus — re-creating 
his life on a giant set in an endlessly 
expanding vacant factory. Kaufman 
in these first 40 minutes or so evokes 
by turns the experience of night 
mare, madness, day-to-day living, 
and then all three. But the paradox 
posed by Caden's project is unresolv 
able and tedious: if he is to re-create 
his life as a stage production, he 
must also re-create his attempt to 
re-create his life as a stage produc- 
tion and re-create his re-creation of 
his attempt. In that synecdoche is a 
figure of speech where a part stands 
for a whole or vice versa, the film de 
picts the individual representing the 
universe. Too bad that in this ver 
sion the loss of neither seems worth 
mourning. | 124m | Somerville Theatre 


®® THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 

| 2008 | This animated mouse epic 
aspires to grand scale but falters in 
its execution. The rodent (voiced 

by Matthew Broderick) of the tide, 
who makes up for his stature with 
Dumbo-sized ears, tries to rescue a 
princess (Emma Watson) and save 
the kingdom of Dor from despair 
Hard to believe, but the situation has 
something to do with the banning of 
soup: the princess's father (the origi 
nal Soup Nazi) has put a bounty out 
on rats because the queen drowned 
in a bowl of porridge. In Dor, the rats 
and the mice reside in separate sub- 
terranean enclaves: the former's digs 
resemble a Turkish prison, whereas 
the latter show better manners in a 
Continued on p 32 
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village filled with discarded books 
and broken pots. Any mouse caught 
in the rat den winds up dead meat 

in the arena or on a dinner plate 

— or both. Adapted by Sam Fell and 
Robert Stevenhagen irom the Kate 
DiCamillo book, this dark, disjointed 
fairy tale has impressive visuals, but 
in the end it’s just a glorified hunk 
of cheese. | 94m | Boston Common + 
Fenway + Fresh Pond + suburbs 

®®® TWILIGHT | 2008 | Catherine 
Hardwicke’s adaptation of the first 
of Stephenie Meyer's series of four 
YA bestsellers works because she 

and her soon-to-be-iconic leads take 
the sex and death and immortality 
hokum that’s as old as Bram Stoker 
and make the undead live again. 
Smart and lonely and deathly pale 
17-year-old Bella (Kristen Stewart, 
like a younger, sadder Winona Ry- 
der) is depressed about moving from 
Phoenix to live with her divorced 
dad (Billy Burke) in tiny Forks, 
Washington — until she meets the 
Cullen clan, and especially the stun- 
ning Edward (Robert Pattinson, as 
close as we'll ever get to a bloodless 
reincarnation of James Dean), who 
finds her delicious. Is Twilight dif 
ferent from any other vampire story? 
Not really, except in its rhythms, 
details, and tone — not to mention 

a killer soundtrack and images that 
range from MTV to David Lynch to 
Caspar David Friedrich. True, it's also 
borderline kitsch, and the voiceovers 
from Meyer's dear-diary prose don’t 
help. But Hardwicke pushes the corn 
to the point of camp and stops just in 
time to allow a glimpse of majesty. | 
122m | Boston Common + Fresh Pond + 
Arlington Capitol + suburbs 


VALKYRIE | 2008 | Peter Keough’'s 
review is on page 7. | 120m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Embassy + suburbs 


®OO® WALL-E | 2008 | Andrew 
Stanton’s latest feature may not 
satisfy those who don’t think ani- 
mation should engage their minds. 
Still, Stanton’s previous film, Finding 
Nemo, became Pixar's highest grosser, 
tinged with melancholy as it was. 
Palpably depressing, this new film 
opens 800 years in the future during 
a 40-minute-long, nearly wordless 
stretch that introduces WALL*E (beeps 
courtesy of Ben Burtt), a mobile 
trash compactor with treads for legs, 
binoculars for eyes, and the comic 
inquisitiveness of E.T. Cue the arrival 
of the sleek white form of EVE (Elissa 
Knight), a vegetation-seeking probe 
droid. One gaze from her soulful blue 
LEDs and it's love. Their adventures 
rocket them into space, as they 
confront the gelatinous remnants of 
a human society driven to near ex- 
tinction by rabid consumerism. Can 
Earth be reclaimed? The answer's a 
hopeful one (more Spielberg, less Ku- 
brick), perfectly in toon (ahem) with 
the tale of a rickety old PC who wins 
the heart of a Mac. | 103m | Arlington 
Capitol: Sat-Sun 

THE WRESTLER | 2008 | Peter 
Keough’'s review is on page 6. | 105m | 
Harvard Square + suburbs 


®® VES MAN | 2008 | “ ‘Yes!’ is the 
new ‘No!’ ” Thus goes the mantra 
at the heart of Peyton (The Break-Up) 


Reed's Jim Carrey vehicle. As Carl 


Allen, Carrey is wacky (the rubber- 
face is back), but once the one-note 
joke’s been established, everything 
else follows with plodding, mechan- 
ical predictability. After attending a 
seminar by self-help guru Terrence 
Bundley (Terence Stamp), Carl is un- 
able to say “No!” to anything. Hilari- 
ous! Likewise, the film's producers 
were unable to say “No!” to blatant 
product placement. (Say “Yes!” to 
Ducati and Red Bull.) At least they 
were smart enough to hire Zooey 
Deschanel as Carl's love interest, 
Allison. But despite her free-spirited 
performance and nice support from 
newcomer Rhys Darby as Carl's co- 
worker Norm, “No!” is the correct 
answer to Yes Man. | 104m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 


®@®® ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
PORNO | 2008 | Their utilities cut on 
Thanksgiving eve, wage slaves Zack 
(Seth Rogen) and Miri (Elizabeth 
Banks) are huddling around the sole 
source of heat in their apartment — a 
barrel burning unpaid bills — when 
the lovable schlub goes down on one 
knee, takes the hand of his gorgeous 
roommate and BFF, and makes the 
proposal you expect from any man 

in an implausibly plotted film from 
the director of Clerks: “Will you have 
sex with me on camera for money?” 
Whether such a scheme makes sense 
in the age of free Internet porn is 
largely irrelevant when a comedy is 
this enjoyable. Kevin Smith's ear for 
raunch is as piquant as ever, but he's 
moved beyond his usual unconvinc 
ing leads to Judd Apatow regulars Ro- 
gen and Craig Robinson (hilarious as 
a race-baiting, titty-and-ass-loving 
producer), and his dialogue snaps 
more than it ever did coming out 

of the mouth of Ben Affleck. Sorry, 
Gigli. | 101m | Somerville Theatre + 
suburbs 
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independent film and 

you put stripper it, 
lot red flags up.’ 


Q&A WITH 
ARONOFSKY 


REVIEW 
PAGE 


PETER KEOUGH’ 
THE WRESTLER 


Ring cyc 
Pinning Aronofsky down The Wrestler 


_BY PETER KEOUGH 


arren Aronofsky might deny it, HOW ABOUT THE MARISA TOME! CHARAC- 
; : but he almost died fora metaphor. TER? WHY IS SHE A STRIPPER? COULON’T 
 -s At the end of the shooting SHE HAVE BEEN A DENTAL HYGIENIST OR 
’ of the director’s The Wrestler, in SOMETHING? Believe me, you know, when 
which Mickey Rourke plays Randy you've got independent film and you 
“The Ram” Robinson, Rourke puta stripper it, lot red flags up. 
ieee ; Aronofsky and everyone else in the cast Not only because it’s difficult to cast but 
and crew imitate his character’s trademark because could easily cliché. But the 
: move, the “Ram Jam.” It involves div- more we looked at it, the connections be- 
ing arms outstretched po- stripper and wrestler were just 
sition the fascinating. They both have fake names, 
one’s prostrate opponent. both stage, they both cre- 
Aronofsky did so, and the result was ate fantasy for the audience, they both 
visit the ER. But, injuries aside, isn’t wear spandex. And more important, time 
the maneuver reference the Crucifix- and age are their great enemy. Eventually, 
ion? And isn’t the film itself messianic going have stop doing it, 
parable, with Marisa because their bodies can’t anymore. 
interest not-so-veiled Mary Magdalene? There’s this whole line between the real 


Ever coy, Aronofsky, who has playedthe and the fake. Mickey doing something 
cinema-metaphor game in Pi (1998) and The fake in the ring, but that’s become his 
/ Fountain (2006), isn’t saying. Or is he? real world. Marisa, meanwhile, is really 


strict about keeping her real world away 
WHAT HAPPENED WITH THE “RAM JAM”? On from the fantasy world at the club. And 
the last day of shooting, Mickey was like, the way Mickey’s character mixes it up 
“You got leap over the top ropes,” and and Marisa’s character fighting keep 
after 35 days of shooting, I was all stiffand it straight was just an interesting coun- 
cold out shape, whatever you call it. 


2 back, hit the ropes, came running, leaped, 
§ I made it, except for about that much of PLUS HE’S ALIENATED FROM HIS CHILD AND 
boot, hit the rope, and went straight SHE there was lot that, 
fine now. was some type neck thing. worked, and even though looked for 
something else with it, there was 
F SPEAKING OF PAIN: IS THAT GUY WITH THE just nothing that worked. And in reality, 
4 STAPLES [A GRUESOME SCENE INVOLVING A most wrestlers when they’re done with a 
STAPLE GUN, BARBED WIRE, AND BROKEN gig go to the strip club. 
GLASS] AN ACTUAL... Yeah, that’s the 
Necro Butcher. I highly recommend every- ON THE OTHER HAND, STRIPPERS DON’T GO 
one YouTube him. He’s kind MATCHES WHEN FIN- 
ground American cult hero. He’satop-bill- ISHED THEIR WORK. No, they don’t, unless 
ing marquee name this world, performing them, because there 
just known for doing crazy stuff. Most are actually lot strippers who work the 
which never even showed. wrestling circuit. 
7 ARE THOSE REAL STAPLES GOING INTO MICKEY BOTH PERFORMANCES ARE OBJjECTIFICATIONS 
{ ROURKE? Can't give away movie tricks. OF THE BODY FOR THE PURPOSES OF A SPEC- 
. TACLE. ONE’S AN OBJECTIFICATION OF SUFFER- 
1S IT SAFE TO SAY, THOUGH, THAT THE RAM ING AND THE OTHER IS AN OBJECTIFICATION OF 
§ ; SUFFERS FOR OUR SINS? YOU HAVE THE REF- PLEASURE. I'M SURE YOU'VE READ ROLAND 
7 ERENCE TO MEL GIBSON’S THE PASSION OF THE BARTHES’S TWO ESSAYS ON WRESTLING AND 
CHRIST. AND THERE'S THE CHRIST TATTOO’D ON THE STRIPTEASE, AND THAT'S WHAT IN- 
, " ~ ON THE RAM’S BACK. Well, the Christ tattoo SPIRED YOU. No, I never read them. 


just tattoo that Mickey actually has. 


. 
% oe NONETHELESS, THERE SEEMS TO BE A RELI- see how this one does. © 

GIOUS SENSE THE FILM. That’s for you 


say, my friend. But there are definitely See video interviews with Darren Aronofsky and 


a 
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Che THE PURIFICATION 


ip , The bartender selects the signature glass for the beer being poured. 
9 d The glass is scrubbed in a cool-water bath, preferably with a mild 
a detergent. It's then rinsed with cold water to chill the glass 


The tap is opened in one swift motion to let the first burst 
Pe of foam flow away. It must never enter the glass, thus 
ensuring every drop beer fresh 


The glass is heid at a 45-degree angle to create the 
‘ ih ned perfect balance of liquid to foam. 


: : J The head is created by straightening and lowering 
the glass. The foam is visually appealing and 
releases the aroma 
F Pa The bartender closes the tap in one quick action and moves the 
a glass away from the faucet to ensure no drops spoil the perfect head 


While the beer flowing over the edge the glass, the bartender cuts the 
, looa head gently with a head cutter at a 45-degree angle. This eliminates the 
larger bubbles that burst easily and accelerate the dissipation of the head. 


Sl San 
The bartender now stands in judgment. The beer's head should be two fingers thick 


The bartender then rinses the bottom and sides the glass 
aaa This keeps the glass clean and cool and makes it comfortable to hold. 
4 A perfectly poured pint of Belgian beer is presented with 
the logos the coaster and glass facing the customer. 
experience the Nine-Step Belgian Pouring Ritual and the perfectly poured 
Stella Artois, please visit one these Gold Standard Establishments: 
ARTOIS 
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Route 6A, Sandwich, 02563 GOLD 
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GREAS 
5 10” 60-26-57 
SOR CARR. CL 


SEGAL 


Sophisticated yet down earth. 
voluptuous 40D-28-38, 5’5, 
OUT calls 


Dean 


Well, you could squeeze into Times Square the rest the 
world and watch the ball drop you could someplace and 
watch the balls drop. For the latter more tantalizing resolution, 
recommend first night Paddles Club, the famed Man- 
hattan fetish venue. Owner, Michael making sure 
memorable stroke twelve. very proud and excited be- 
cause this New Years Eve Fetish Ball will our 25th year open 
New York City making Paddles the longest-running BDSM 
club the world. This year, joint hosting our party with 
TES (The Eulenspiegel Society) and DomSubFriends, pan- 
sexual BDSM society. This will extra special night because 
we'll expanding the club 50% and adding 3000 additional 
square feet four dungeon rooms for more space have fun 
and celebrate. For more information www.paddlesnyc.com 
See you after midnight! 


¥ 


5 ‘ ay 


Deadlines: 
Adult display ads-Friday noon 


Adult line ads-Friday 3PM 
Call 617-450-8753 place your today 


details 


share your late night stories and 


— 


share your late 


review 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX ADULT SERVICES THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT DECEMBER 26, 2008 


#1 1/93/60/16/28/393 
Hot body rub & body 
shampoo by young coliege 
Korean 6 japanese sweet 
girts. in & Out. 
781-217-3406 


#1 128 AMAZING TWO 
GIRL SPECIAL 
Best bory rub & shampoo by 
japanese college sweet girls. 
in & Out. Appointment Gniy. 
Near Burlington Mal(781- 
316-4665 


#1128 EXIT 29 
ASIAN TOUCH 


RI2Z/2A/3 
Massage Dy japanese 
Masseuse 
9AM-SPM By Appt 
978-994-3041 


#1 128 NORTH 
ORIENTAL SWEETIE 


professional 
3am-3pm, 
EZ 95/3/93 


ASIAN SWEETIE 
RT 36 128. Charming 
Asian girts ready to give 
you a retaxing full body 
massage. 


617-752-8348 


#1 BEST BODY RUB 
Stop by and get a great rub. 
Open from 10am-8pm by 
appointment. 

Route 3 S., Exit 15. 
781-803-3288 


BIG REDHEAD 
Big girls do it better. Lynn 


339-440-7815 


#1 DREAM GIRLS 
Very Lovely Asian 
ladies welcome you to 
experience the Ultimate 
massage. IN/OUT 
QUINCY 


617-628-5693 


495 
ASIAN RUB 


North of Boston. 
Body Reiax & Shampoo 
3SAM-9PM By appt 
508-844-3389 


ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS 
Cum and explore the different 
flavors of ladies we have. 
Blondes Spanish, Asians. 
Brazilian, and more....From 
petite to really busty... So give 
us acall 


617-833-8059 


608 


ABSOLUTELY SEXY 

Hot Asian girl S°6” 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! IN Call LILY 
"82-617-451-1312 


AMERICAN BEAUTY 
38C-22-32, Blonde, Eyes, 
Pretty & Patient, Low Rates. 
in/Outcalls. 617-818-6213 


ANA NEW IN TOWN 
Massage by Asian girl, sexy 
& hot. 36C-24-36. Very 
pretty. 


Downtown Location. Cail for 
Special hourly pricing 


617-331-5020 


#ASIAN MODELS 
“*ALLSTON** 


Come meet sexy beautiful 
exotic women to ease you. 
in/out. 
617-828-2950 


ASIAN PERSUASION 
All beautiful Asian girls. 
Relax and enjoy. 


(Best body rub) 93 south 
exit 8 


Call 781-300-1834 


1ASIAN PLEASURES 


QUINCY. 
Hot young Asian girts waiting 
to meet you and give you a hot 
sensual massage. (IN/OUT 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
BOMBSHELL 

Vanessa: 36b 26/36 140ibs brn 
hair/brn eyes 

Exotic and beautiful w/ the 
right curves. Call for a heavenly 
exp. In/Out 857-207-0417 


BODY BEAUTIFUL 

Tan toned body, long red hair, 
beautiful face, sexy lips 36DD- 
24-34 lingerie, high heels, & 
into fantasies ~ role play & 
dom. Incalls only. 
781-283-9846 


BUSTY WET N WILD 
SQUIRTER 

Super young & naive. Soft 

to the touch, sweet to the 
taste, 5'S, 3800, curvy 100% 
italian, SHAVED, full girlfriend 
experience. Outcall only 
*82-508-493-1594 


CANDICE-N-FRIENDS 
Sweet & Sexy w/ voluptuous 
bottoms. Sassy, yet classy! 
Avi. for late night dates to 
early morning wake up Calls. 
1, 2, & 3 girl specials also avi. 
in/OutCalls 24/7. *82-617- 
212-3730 


COLLEGE ROOMMATES 
Available for discreet 
meetings ! 

18 & 19 year olds. in and 
Outcalls. 


617-833-8053 


EXTREME HOT 
PLEASURE 

Hi, | love to please you! I'm 
bionde, beautiful, mature 
& wear sexy lingerie. 36D- 
26-36. | keep your secret 
with me! Fantasy, x-dress, 
foot fetish, domination 
ali weicome. in/OutCalls. 
Boston area. Hiring*@2- 
617-997-6743 


FEMALE /SHEMALE 
FANTASY 

Amanda & Ashiey ~ Come 
have the best of bath 
worlds! Sexy female with 
a well hung shemate. Cum 
fulfill your wildest fantasy 
& have the best threesome 
of your iife! Available 24/7 
617-955-2836 South 

End loc. 


GREAT PLAYTIME 

Very petite hot blonde. 26 yrs 
old, S"l, Toned body 
with cute bubble butt. Fetishes 
avail. Size § 1/2 feet. Visual 
guarantee. 


S. of Boston. 508-813-3966 


“HOLIDAY DELIGHTS* 
Petite and sweet with ali 
you crave! 

2 girl shows, sexy massage, 
strap-on play, & showers. 
Aiso 
selectively hiring. 


"HOLLY 
Give yourself a present 
I'm pretty, sweet, and | 
lave men. Smooth white 
skin. Very long thick hair. 
Blue eyes, 340, sexy high 
heel boots. | love toys and 
fetishes. | really want to 
Please you. 
617-543-4294 


HORNY NYMPHO 
PARTY GIRL 

Busty and wet stut wants 
to make you shudder 

with delight. 3600, 
voluptuous, and kinky. Your 
place onty. 
"82-S08-493-1594 


YEARS 


TEMPORARILY YOURS 
Boston's finest escort referral 
service. Visit our website at 
www.TempU.com to view our 
large selection of New England's 
most beautiful ladies! Ask about 
our special South Shore rates! 
617-742-1608 


JENNA 

Mature, beautiful, kind, 
sensuous, patient. All natural 
redhead, nonsmoker. Photos 
oniine. 

$260/hr $190 1/2hr 


617-595-8869 


MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
SPECIAL! 

Mention this ad and get $25 

off during game! Check out our 
beautiful girls online at www. 


TempU.com 617-742-1608 


NAUGHTY ASIAN 
SCHOOL GIRLS 
fetishes, lingerie, heels, 
toys, and more. Bad boys 
Cail us now. Outcall 24/7. 
Two girls special. Low rate 
before 10pm 
*82-781-266-7123 


NEW GIRLS 
FENWAY 


SAM-10PM 
857-284-3058 


NORTH SHORE SPECIAL 
Call me luscious Exotic Brazilian 
sex kitten. All natural 3600 with 
hips that are perfect to grip. long 


dark hair hanging down to simply 


delicious ass. Serving all areas. 
OUTCALLS ONLY! 


122 los 36B-23-35 Half 
Asian with nice curves 
Call now! incalis in the 
Boston area only 
“82-617-595-8357 


SENSUAL ASIAN 
TEMPTATION 
Ready & willing to fully 
please you and stimulate 
your senses. Hot, perfect, 
skilled & flawless Asian 
beauty every week. Loc: 
Border of NH/SAA. Avail 
Sam-10pm 
“82-617-778-3404 


VIOLET 

petite, blond, 5°3”, 110 Ibs, 
34B-24-34, 26 yrs, north shore 
617-742-1608 


MAL 
: 
FEMA 

empu.com 


“Pe 
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share your night stories and thoughts. 34C-25-38, 


sweet & soft spoken. if you'd 


like a nice time please call. Loc 


*82-617-731-7904 


EXOTIC. PASSIONATE. SENSUAL. FRIGADL! 
These 4 words 

describe me.Latina TS 
specializes in beginners. 


S. End. 


617-594-2753 


ASIAN TS WINDY 


5'6" 135ibs 3800-28-38 seeking 


men for those who need the 


best. Loc: South end 


617-938-8409 


617-288-2505 


MIRIAM 


ian Latina 
23 years old 5'4 
Wibs 34C-26-38 
Visting One Week 
Downtown Boston 
Location 
In/Out 


38D 


Latin 


5°7, 
36D-27-36, experience 
8.5 inches atouch 


heaven 


incalis Onty 
South Boston 


& desiresi I'm 25 y/o, 
36C-24-36, & 9" 
only for you! Boston loc., 

only. 


FANTASY/ 
FETISH 


MITED 

DOMINANCE AT ITS BEST U N Li q 

866-2317 

Other Dating Lines charge 

become BDSM REALITY! Safe & per minute 

Discreet mons from downtown 


Boston and ali mayor routes www ore 


bostonsmistress net 


men seeking men 
adult personals 


$10 BUCK PHONE SEX 617.423.6666 


ive Ton 1. 1-877-919-EASY 


Brockton 774.776.7006 
LOCAL and SINGLE! Framingham 508.663.2400 
SF, 23 yrs. Cute. blonde Lowell 978.856.0856 


love a guy with a great 


thephoenix.com/adult 


smile and a warm heart 
If you're looking for fun For other cities call 4 P fc 


Are YOU the one? 
Call me NOW 
204.975.4108 


Must he 18+ 


BOSTON HOTTEST SEX 
TALK! 


1-888-660-4446 
‘ 
2 Hot live Chat! 24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ ©2008 Pc 
From to $2.98/mint 


1-800-529-5733 


1-800-785-2833 
1-800-960-4328 
18 { 
Real Horny girls | | 
800-251-4414 | 
8 SEXUAL 
SIZZLING HOT PHONE 
From $2.S0/min 18+ 
All lifestyles, kinks, Fetishes | 
1-8 990-9377 
Want attract people your website? 


ADULT 
EMPLOYMENT has web solutions pit your needs budget. 


ESCORTS WANTED 


Busy service 's seeking 
attractive and ladies 
with incall situation who want 


to take advantage our our 


upscale clientete Creat $5. 


Safe 6 Discreet. 617-742- 
1608 worm tempt com 


Vin 
oer | 
J 
— 


= 


BEST HEAD EVER 
Pretty cross dresser ikng 4 a steady 
boyfriend with a big c’ck. Ph#inci. Box 
39251 (xp3/10) 
ANAL CURIOSITY 
5'7”, BM, looking to learn how to suck 
c’ck & lear to receive anal. Box 
42942 (xp3/10) 
PATIENT LOOKING 4 DOCTOR 
50yo, patient needs Doctor for check 
ups on reg basis. Box 53552 (xp3/9) 
LOOKING 4 MARRIED MAN 
57yo,SWM, looking for a couple. He 
wants to suck your c*ck while your 
woman's foot plays with his 
Box 42522 (xp3/9) 
Sub BONDAGE Boy 
Lkg 4 dominant bondage masters 4 
strict tie ups games. Gagged hooded 
& tormented. Box 40561 (xp3/S) 
TALL BEAR 
Lkg to travel and hook up with older 
dom men. Mod hairy Box 50311 
(xp3/9) 
PLEASE TO BE PLEASED 
40's, BM, looking for hot TS/TV for hot 
oral fun. Box 50421 (3/9) 
SERVICE You 
45yo bi ikg4 older who wants 2 get 
serviced till completion on reg basis. 
Can host. Box 84412. (xp3/9) 
Cross DRESSERS, TV's or She 
MALES 
48yo, bi WM, looking for cross dress- 
ers, TV's or she males to play. Box 
16562 (xp3/8) 
LKNG 4 RIGHT 1 
SOyo, 5°11", 225ibs, ikng for a pass. 
able 1V/TS with a sense of humor 
Box 90882(xp3/8) 
D*ck & H"le For the EATIN’ 
in shape nice a’s want it to get eater. 
Want 2 suck c*ck big d’cks. Lkg4 
company. Box 16542 (xp3/8) 
CUM Hungry BOY 
Black bottom. Really hard. 8 inches 
Masc. Lkg for phone fun or j//o bud 
dies. Box 8039: p3/8) 
F*CKING HORNY 
48yo, bi curious WM, 5'11", 172ibs, 
TOP, with 6in meaty c*ck looking for 
hungry bttms 18 to 35yo. Box 92341 
(xp3/7) 
PERFORM FRENCH 
6'3", 320ibs, looking to perform 
French on guys 18yo to 60yo. No 
Recip necessary 
Box 92861 (xp3/7) 
MAYBE MORE 
38yo, Latino man, 6'1", 280ibs, look- 
ing for a friend, maybe more. Box 
42751 (xp3/7) 
BE HOT & HUNGRY 
WN, well hung, 4 hot, nungry 
bottom 2 worship c*ck. Box 30102 
(xp3/7) 
BI-CURIOUS 
Bi-curious, ikg to experience it with 
someone gentle and discreet Can 
HOST. Box 64512 (xp3/6) 
Total BOTTOM 
On my knees w/ my mouth wide open. 
Lkg 4 big thick c*ck 2 make love 2 
Phétinci. Box 70871 (xp3/6) 
love CUM 
| never let a load go without going in 
my throat. So jerk me off. Box 51711 
(xp3/6) 
EAT my C*ck 
Looking to have my 7in c*ck eaten, 
always in the mood. Will take it in the 
A™ too. 
Box 10091 (xp3/5) 
NEVER BEEN WITH A MAN 
Looking for a full time relationship with 
a GWM. Box 85321 (xp3/5) 
BI URGES 
Married, bi curious ikng 2 give his first 
hand job and biow job. Box 72162 
(xp3/4) 


TICKLE & MILK 
(Lkng to be tied down, tickled & milked 
by two or more hairy armed men. Box 
$5632 .(xp3/4) 
SEXY Brunette 
‘Sheila — tall sexy brunette ikg for men 
with big c*cks. Box 84172 (xp3/4) 
SERVICE A WELL ENDOWED C°CK 
WM, bi, 5tyo, 5°11", 178ibs, seeking a 
large c*ck to suck. Box 92241 (xp3/3) 
NIPPLE & C°CK sucking 
Lkng for a cross dresser or she male 
to kiss, lick and suck off. Loves heels 
& lingerie. Can HOST. 
Box 51211 (xp3/3) 
BIGGER THE BETTER 
Cross dresser, looking 4 a big c*ck to 
sit on. Box 92092 (xp3/2) 
GIVING HEAD 
45yo, heavy set, looking to give head 
on a reguiar basis. Box 92832 (xp3/2) 
LET'S Hookup 
Bi guy 55 yo, looking to travel and 
hookup with some older men 60yo+ 
Box 50311 (xp3/2) 
DADDY will Worship You 
Daddy's likes to worship young guys. 
especially their big c"cks & bodies. 
You won't be disappointed. 75981 
(xp3/2) 
Sub C/D 
50vo WM, clean discreet dom N. of 
Boston. Lkg4 sub c/d who need good 
Spankings as weil as training and dis 
cipline. Must travel. Box 33952 (xp3/2) 
JERK OFF BUDDY 
38yo, bi curios WM, looking for a BM, 
bottom for mutual masturbation. Box 
77622 (xp3/1) 
A FEW GOOD TOP MEN 
29 y/o. 7in cut. Lkng 4 biue collar 
workers 24-48, to have a good time 
Can HOST. Box 61292 (xp3/1) 
HAIRY MEN WANTED 
GM, 40's generous to men with a jot 
of body hairy. Ph#inc! Can Host. Box 
92451 (xp2/28) 
TOP LOOKING 4 BOTTOM 
Bi Curious, 48yo, looking for a bttm to 
take it in deep, between 18 and 36yo 
Box 92341 (xp2/28) 
FIRST EXPERIENCE 
Looking for first experience with a 
man, she male, or cross dresser 
Box 61132 (xp2/27) 
RUN A TRAIN 
Looking 4 a threesome for my FIRST 
time. Box 61131 (xp2/27) 
SUCK On You 
Bi 32 grt shape. Athletic. Big cock. 
Clean discreet wanting to hook up 
with bi guy. Lkg to suck cock. 10111 
(xp2/27) 
ftatian STALLION 
ttalian, dark, mid hairy, nicely hung. 
Box 40971 (xp2/27) 
PRETTY SEXY 
43yo0, 6ft, 220ibs, Bin cut c*ck, sub 
cross dresser ikng 4 a boyfriend, who 
can host. Box 17012 (xp2/27) 
RAUNCHY GOOD TIMES 
Looking for water sports guys into 
raunchy good times. Box 65272 
(xp2/27) 
DRESS SEXY 4 ME 
43yo0, 180ibs, looking for submissive 
passable, feminine, she males or cross 
dressers who can travel 
Box 49712 (xp2/27) 
B MY SUGAR DADDY 
Bi MWM, 225ibs, very clean, ikng 
4 for a Sugar Daddy. 55+ New to this. 
Box90772 (xp2/27) 
VIRGINAL 
Lkng 4 a she male or TS with big tits 2 
break my ass in. Box 52152 (xp2/27) 
EAT.LICK,PENETRATE 
35yo, total bottom looking 4 a guy 
to eat, lick & penetrate. Box 11071 
(xp2/26) 


BOTTOM WANTED 

33yo, 6'3", 185ibs TOP, has a boy- 
friend Ikng 4 a bottom to join them. 
Box 90921(xp2/26) 

SKULL F*cked PREPPY 

Middle aged bind/biu 185ibs, 
7.5"cut, preppy btm biow & deep 
throat, swaliow & be skull Mcked. Box 
11222 (xp2/26) 

Hormy C*CKSUCKER 

GW\, Straight Acting. Like | said, 
homy sucker. Box 34331(xp2/26) 
HUNG will TRAVEL 

Discreet masc, bi-MWM, 6"1 190ibs, 
7"cut. Looking to travel. Love well 
hung bi-men Box 57472 (xp2/24) 
HEAD TO TOES 

Looking for some mutual fun. Enjoys 
ail kinds of fun. Box 89111 (xp2/24) 
KINKY SUBMISSIVE BEAR 

Lkg 4 someone who want to get 
2gether one on one. Love to-give oral. 
Box 89112 (xp2/24) 

NASTY BOOTS 

Lkg 4 cross dresser who likes boots, 
skirts, business suits. Riy likes dress- 
ing like a woman. Meet you and talk 
Do aii sorts of nasty things. 47 y/o, 6 
190!bs. Box 86601 (xp2/24) 

SUB 2 SUCK 

38yo, sub ikng 2 suck c*ck 4 a masc 
dom. Into minor S&M.. Box 92131 
(xp2/24) 

DISCIPLINE 

Dave WM dark hair/bive 5'10 mous: 
tache 180ibs Ikg2 meet guys into 
giving and/or receiving bare btm 
spankings discipline and role play 
Box 16342 (xp2/24) 

SPOIL You 

30's well proportioned M Ikg2 screw 
petite bttm. Can Host. Box 78611 
(xp2/23) 

STEADY BOYFRIEND 

5'8", clean down below, bottom look 
ing for a steady boyfriend. Box 40841 
(xp2/22) 


TAKE MY ASS 

40yo attractive man 6°3 dark hair grn 
eyes. Thick 9”. | get off with playing 
with couples. While | do her You take 
me from behind and fck me. Box 
89322 (xp2/22) 

HOT BI Man 

Lng to watch some hot porno & suck 
some big c*ck. Box 90741 (xp2/22) 
AVAILABLE 24/7 

Age and race open. Always available. 
Can host.. Box 78462 (xp2/22) 

ORAL & ANAL 

Bi WM, mid 30's, 8in uncut c”ck, look- 
ing for good looking guys between 
20yo to 50's. Will Travel. Box 10712 
(p2/20) 

BIG C°CKS 2 GANG BANG ME 

Bi MM, ikng 4 a gangbang.Want 2 or 
more big c*cks in my ass at the same 
time. Box 90632 (2/20) 

DESIRE SUB BOTTOMS 

Top looking 4 sissy sub bottoms 2 
dress in women's clothing. Box 11051 
(xp2/19) 

ADORE TV/TS's 

Looking for sexy, passable, TV/TS or 
cross dresser. Box 46652 (xp2/19) 
GAY MEN ONLY 

Looking for GM 58yo & Up, com- 
pletely shaved c*ck & balls. Very oral 
Can HOST 

Box 52932 (xp2/19) 

TOP 

Browr/green, hairy, and versatile 
More top than bottom but will do any- 
thing. Box 99231 (xp2/19) 
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NUDIST 

in shape btn Lkg 4 older aggressive 
tops. Box 65431 (xp2/19) 

WORKS OUT OFTEN 

5°10", attractive, well endowed, in 
shape ikng 4 well endowed in shape 
guys. Box 92022 (xp2/19) 

SEX TOY LOVER 

Cross dresser, looking for Daddies, or 
bi curious men. Loves to be seduced 
& played with. 

Box 87872. (xp2/18) 

TEACH ME HOW! 

29yo, shaved head, tatts, looking to 
learn how to give head. Box 92062 
(xp2/18) 

LOOKING 4 BOTTOM 

5°10", 215ibs, looking for she male 
or cross dresser. Fun with no strings 
attached 

Béx 57491 (xp 2/18) 

TOP OR BOTTOM 

Likes cum, sucking c"ck, new to this 
but learning. Willing to travel. Ph#inc! 
Box 92392 (xp2/18) 

WILL JACK U OFF 

lkng 4 very weil hung c*cks 2 
jack off. The bigger the better. Will 
Travel. Box 82931 (xp2/18) 

2 BOYS? 

Lkg for 2 young gay men. ling to do 
anything to you. Box 43092 (xp2/17) 
TWINK BOYS A PLUS 

26yo, Dom top, looking for sub bot 
toms, looking to get down and dirty 
Box 40401 (xp2/17) 

SEXY BOTTOMS 

Dorchester area, 24yo, bi/latino look 
ing for sexy bottoms. Box 60002 
(xp2/16) 

TRAIN ME 

Sub WM. 50 yo. Ikg 4 dom man 
woman or couple 2 train me. Lkg 2b 
forced 2 cross dress. Willing 2 accept 
discipline. Box 78332 (xp2/16) 


SPANK ME 

Cock and ball work then tie me up 

| can host. Clean, discreet, healthy 
CAN HOST. Box 56362 (xp2/16) 
VERY ORAL 

Bi 48yo, 5’9", 190Ibs, thick c*ck 
bubble ass, vers. Bttm ikng 4 safe & 
clean fun. Box 67492 (xp2/16) 

FEM BOTTOM 

Avg SWM, 4tyo, 5’6, 155ibs, st8 act 
ing but discretely fem. Tota! bttm & 
oral Box 49691 (xp2/15) 

DOWN Low 

6'1 hazel eye, looking for a well hung 
black man.. Holler at me. Box 63901 
(ep2/15) 

SUCK & B SUCKED 

50yo, WM, lkng to suck & b sucked. 
Enjoys pornos. Box 55491 (xp2/15) 
PRETTY BOTTOM 

48yo, 320ibs, likes to dress in lin- 
gerie. Wants to be with a man. Box 
85902(xp2/14) 

DRESS LIKE A WOMAN 

Like to wear pantyhose, high heels. 
and short skirts. Nice legs. Box 29802 
(xp2/14) 

HOT BRAZILIAN 

Hot college student ikng 4 a hot in 
shape man who knows what he wants 
Box 90981 (xp2/13) 

TWINS WANTED 

24 y/o well hung guys. 6’. Big 11” cut 
So hot & sexy. Phiinc!. Box 81032 
(xp2/13) 

Spank Me DADDY 

Sub boy dresses up 4 u. Smooth 
shaved 8". Give me a spanking!. Box 
17011(xp2/13) 


GREAT LEGS 

49yo, 6'2", 180ibs, cross dresser ikng 
4 someone to cur over. Box 91571 
(xp2/12) 

Dress Up For YOU 

Lkg for older guy to have fun with. | 
like to wear women's underwear. Box 
75382(xp2/12) 

SHAVED 

6’, 180ibs, Totally shaved. Submissive 
into water sports oral & anal. Box 


WM, 60s, 6°1, dark hair moustache 
tkg4 friendship or LTR. Will return ail 
calls. Box 71781 (xp2/12) 

MAN OR WOMAN 

MW\, bi seeks partner 4 mutual 

oral, anal & cuddling. Will Travel. Box 
59102 (xp2/10) 

Love To SUCK 

5'8", bubble butt, smooth body, 8.5in 
cut "ck, looking for some fun. Box 
64941 (xp2/10) 

IN A PUBLIC WAY 

BM, cross dresser, nice size package 
looking for bottoms or cross dresser 
for some public fun 

Box 85482 (xp2/10) 

Piay with TOYS 


Gdikg 6ft .185, Light skinned black 
Vers top loves to eat ass. play w/ toys. 
Seeks a vers guy in good shape. Box 


43041 (xp2/9) 
WANTS MORE 
6'ft, 165ibs, str8 acting, looking 
relationstip. Not into the scene 
40851 (xp2/9} 
C/D PHONE GAMES 

Lkg 4 sub cross dressers 4 role piay 
Box 52792 (xp2/9) 

SHE MALE 

Lexi 35yo She Male. HOT!!! Box 79972 
(xp2/9) 

OLDER Men? 

Lg for someone 45+, | am 60 very 
oral and passionate. Box 41661 
(xp2/8) 

MUTUAL 69 

sub, early 60's Ikng 4 a mutual 
69.Shaved bails a plus Box 59311 
(xp2/8) 

HOT YOUNGER BROTHER 

37yo, bi WM, 6"1". 220ibs, masc. likes 
to work out. Lkng for fit 18 to 2€ 
guys. Box 83091 (xp2/7) 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
44yo, looking to meet someone to 
hang out with and see where it goes 
from there. Box 10111. (xp2/7) 

MAN TO MAN ACTION 

MW bi guy into water sports ikng 4 
hot man to man action. Box 89301 
(xp2/7) 

SEEKING HUNG 

27yo, bi WM, 5'9", 130ibs, weil 
endowed, ikng to meet other bi WM. 
who are hung. Box 75872 (xp2/7) 
2000 

4 guys who like to wear 
nylons & watch XXX . Mutual mastur 
bation. Ph@ inci. Box 45962 (xp2/6) 
Al TOP 

Likes to party. Looking for baid. 
shaved Black men. Looking to give 
and receive. Box 51842 

(xp2/6) 

LOVE BLACK C°CK 

WM. 5'4” 145ib. Dark hair, dark eyes. 
6” cut. Shaved. Lkg 4 GIANT Biack 
c*ck. Box 76152 (xp2/6) 

BI GUY LOOKING 

37yo, bi MWM, loves wearing stock- 
ings, mini skirts and high heels. Box 
36742 (xp2/6) 

DOWN WITH ANYTHING 

3tyo WM, looking 4 big c’cks. 
couples, down with anything. Box 
78642 (xp2/6) 

NEW to the SCENE 

Bi MWM new to the scene looking for 
a gentile cub to experiment with, inex- 
perience a + Box 74942(xp2/6) 


ora 


Kinky SUBMISSIVE 

Lkg 4 someone who want to get 
2gether une on one. Love to give oral 
Box 89111 (xp2/6) 

GROUPS ARE FUN 

Lkng 4 a boyfriend, 2 give best biow 
jobs ever to. Likes dressing up, wear 
ing panties & thigh highs. 

Box 57052 (xp2/5) 

TO PARTY & PLAY 

39yo, BM, thick Bin c*ck, smooth 
musc, build, with a bubble butt. Can 
Host. Box 92552 (xp2/5) 

LONG TERM WANTED 

GWYN, cross dresser looking 4 a she 
male, TS/ TV for long term relation: 
ship. Prh#inci. Box 92561 (xp2/5) 
THICK 

Bicurious. Late 40yo. Well-hung. Lkg 
for the same for a good time. Box 
11191 (xp2/4) 

COMPLETION 

MWM 46, mustache. Top wants 2b 
taken to completion. Box 41462 
(xp2/4) 


THREESOMES 

40yo, 5°6", bi, vers. Looking for fur 
with toys, big c"cks, & threesomes 
Box 60861 (xp2/4 

LOOKING 4 COMPANY 

47yo, 6’, 240, 7in unc 

balls looking for 

xe 3) 

SOOTHE Me 


Lkg to meet someone. im new and 


nervous. Soothe me. Box 398 


Call Me 
James. Lkg to meet someone 
| enjoy sorts, cooking, etc. Box 


(xp2/3) 
LOVE 2 SERVICE C°CK 
25yo, enjoys lingerie & dildos. Loves 
oral & anal. Box 733 ) 
WILD & KINKY 
5'6", 130ibs, totally submissiv 

pread my ass & have 


55622 (xp2/2) 
FIRST TIME 

38yo, 190ibs, well hung 
a first time with a well hung. bi guy 
TV 
Box 92502 (xp2/2 
WANTS 2 SUCK C°CK 
GWM, 55yo, loves to suc 
me a call. Box90281(xp2/2) 

ASS PLAY POSSIBLE 

GWM, 6ft, Ikng to suck hot, hung 


joking for 


c Ass play possible. Will 

Box 90282 (xp2/2 

LIKES to get OFF 

Man with small c*ck likes to get off 


Box 77021 (xp2/1) 

B KINKY WITH ME 

Bi WN, vers. Bottom, looking to 
experiment with toys & couples. Box 
92362 (xp2/1) 

Heavy and HAIRY? 

Slim, smooth, 5'10 175ibs. Lkg4 the 
husky hairy chubby builds out there 
Box 80201 (xp2/1) 
HORNY TONIGHT 
Ling to c"ck, swail 
my ass eaten. Box 9 
Tin C*CK WANTED 
Looking for a Top with a 7in c*ck 

All Fantasies weicome. Can Host or 
Travel 

Box 79112 (xp1/31) 

| Want An AUDIENCE 

Want my c’ck 2b s*cked then I'll go 
at it on you as well. in front of your 
girlfriends? Box 20812 (xp1/31) 
SMALL FEET PLEASE 

WN, 57yo, ikng 4 a smooth, sub, total 
bottom w/smail feet. Will travel South 
of Boston 

Box 92071 (xp1/30) 

SUB Bottom 

Submissive bottom big low hanging 
bails. You should be very dominating 
Box 87361 (xp1/30) 


ow cum & get 
22 (xp1/31) 


$2.8 


per minute 
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THE 
e 


|MADE EASY 


nasty with you! Listen Reply Local Singles FREE! 


Boston 
617.338.9990 

Brockton 774.776.7007 
Framingham 508.663.2600 
Lowell 978.856.0855 
Peabody 978.854.0800 
For other cities cal! (888) MegaMates 


com 


ONLINE 


WITH 
SEXY, 
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EROSPHERE.CO 


Best Adult 


ReEspo and to an ad using 
4 ir Credit card. 


Stunning vixen, 29, seeks sub- 


the cost billed 


LT SERVICES | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


will laugh at you, tease you and use you 
because you know you deserve it, “rat 
d*ck”. Sincere. Discreet. 178831 


STUN*%iNG DOMINANT GODDESS 
Hello, lets not kid ourselves. Domi- 
nant is not for the many but a select 
few who understand this dynamic 
and can afford it. This is a completely 
non-sexual exchange in every possible 
way, don't bother asking, the answer 
will not change. | am a sane, but devi- 
ously delightful woman. What | seek is 
a man who truly needs/wants to sub- 
mit without being a pain in the ass or 
one who wats me to kick him and make 
him give whatever | request or demand 
| am interested in varied other fetishes; 
for instance foot, nail, beautiful long 
hair, shoe, boot, stocking/hose, corset, 
assorted clothing, domestic training, 
forced femme, bondage, chastity, cor- 
poral, breath control, smothering, cos- 
tumes/role play. 9047 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 

Looking for a fit, attractive, married 
couple, 50-60, that is orally bi-sexual 
or bi-curious, who would enjoy getting 
together with a good looking profes- 
sional male, SO something, 6'2", 190Ibs 
that is very thick and hard for sexual 
and erotic pleasures (ie. x-rated mov- 
ies, erotic conversation, masterbation). 
D/D-Free. MA / Southern NH. 178713 


min. Only $40 
min.- Only $100 
min.- Only $125 


800 


4.515 


A+A+A+ N.E. COUPLES ENCOUN- 
TERS 

The hottest Meet & Greet Swinger's 
Party at the American Legion Hail. 
662 West Shore Rd in Warwick, RI. NO 
SINGLE MEN. Dec. 13th X-mas party 
& Dec. 31 New Year's Eve Party - 8pm- 
lam. T8696 


RUNT THE LITTER? 
Stunning black vixen, 29, seeks sub- 
missive male who loves to be berated, 
mocked for having a “tiny member’, | 
will laugh you, tease you and use 
you because you know you deserve it, 
“rat d°ck’. Sincere. Discreet. 178831 

PRETTY SMART 
you need some reliable advice 
more? experienced, classy 
lady who can help you. 


SPICY LATINA 
27, 36D, 5'6, 120ibs. | love toys and 
want to experiment with a man who 
has no boundaries. Make me scream 
| in ecstasy and | will retum the favor. 
All men welcome, but the bigger the 
better. 278789 


SORORITY GIRL 
NEEDS SCHOOLING 
hair, green eyes, 34C. 
sick of college boys and need a pow- 
erful older man to show me some new 
tricks. I'm open to anything, so teach 
me a lesson. T8786 


Vell$ to. othe: 


SPHERE 


FOR YOU 
Petite Asian, 22, want man to serve. 
Very tight so prefer small penis. Like 
older man. for and care for 
ike naughty man and enjoy lots sex. 


FIRST TIME 
New to this but want to make it worth 
DWF, 33, with wild side. Seeking 
a professional type in the 3040 age 
range. like anal and role play- 
ing but | am willing to explore more. 
Fulfill fantasies. 
BUSTY, AND BEAUTIFUL 

| may be a larger woman but that just 
means more love to spread around. | 
love giving head and want fulfill your 
desires. Just make sure you can last 
all night. 


GIVE ME ORAL 
And you will receive. SWF, 26, who 
loves gong at it in public places. 
Looking for someone just as adven- 
turous. Interested in straight men only 
for now. T8828 


MISTRESS FANTASIES 
| won't tell your wife. SWF looking for a 
maried man to fool around with. Any 
age or body type, just be forbidden. 
| will do all the things she wont allow 
and more. 178787 


TATTOOS PIERCINGS 

| am a conservative girl by day but 
want break free and get wild with 
a tattooed and pierced tough guy. 
Looking for males between and 
who are heavily modded. | don't have 
anything myself but maybe you can 
change my mind. 78827 


CALL ME 
Looking for an attractive, fit, very sexu- 
al woman that would enjoy the compa- 
ny of a good looking professional male, 
52, 6'2", 190!bs, that is very thick, hard 
and fit, for sexual & erotic pleasure. 
D/D-Free. 178717 


SUBMISSIVE LADY 
Task master. Single white 
male, 56, seeks pretty submissive 
lady for bondage. Safe, discreet. 
Experience and toys. 18370 


GREAT BJ FOR STRAIGHT MEN 
Masculine, attractive, discreet, GWM, 
OGD free wants to give great hassle 
free B'S, to attractive straight men. 
Have place in RI. Rough, force full ok. 
T7745 


FOR STRAIGHT MEN 
Masculine, attractive, discreet, GWM, 
D&D free wants to give great hassle 
free straight men. 
Have place Ri. Rough, force full 
ok. 177745 
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“The Bitch that Stole Christmas” **** 
Produced Legal, 
Directed Jerome Tanner 


Definitely adventure, definitely young babes.. 
perhaps they are just bitches the title says. Either 
way, you are for peppermint-twisted treat! Santa 
tries find out who the naughtiest his little 
this year.. they seem play more than 
work, but Santa doesn't mind! When Santa makes 
his little helpers shake the snow globe (with their 
world. The first time they shake it, girl 


after playing for while.. she gets lucky for sure! Eventually they even 

some in-the-air ‘acrobatics’ that sure get you hot and begging for more. 
Later on, ‘hoar’ the pool and her not-so-secret admirer make innocent bath- 
ing encounter turn into altogether steamy experience. The snowglobe shaken 
again and tea party two girls with guy.. who take their teatime 

new with some hard-core threeway action! After this, Santa’s 
Lil’ Helper shakes that globe one last time and finds the naughtiest them 
three-way with none other than Santa himself, the action! Santa and one his 

little helper chicks wakes sleepy girl give her the that will surely 
her best gift yet! Santa jingles his balls, and the girls wild. This threesome 
not miss! The only thing naughtier than all this, when Santa comes back 
his reality, and finds his midget elf taking Mrs. Klaus this story doesn't 
make you “Ho Ho!” then you might just the grinch himself, this flick will 
surely make your jingle rock! 


“You can have it... Both Ways” **** 
Produced VCA Pictures ‘Gold 


Dramatic, intimate, and trippy are three words that 
describe what makes this compelling film tick. 
Gerald Grant the main character, and like many 
men, seems have happy life with his wife, 
played Andrea True, but looking for some- 
thing more satisfy his more urges. Dean 
Tait comes into the picture when lure 
gets the best him. are taken journey 
and soul-search where find out how inti- 
mate and sex-ridden one can get polygamist 
relationship with both sexes, and how experi- 
mental endeavors, such orgies, play out. This 
way have your cake and eat too for sure, but course the truth unravels 
The only question is, worth the pain that prevails, and... what really 
satisfies the most the end? You will just have watch find out! This 
ranks amongst the best classic you like see well-made 
oldie, this one for you! 


“Pickle Lickers” *** 


Produced His Hours 

shower scene, steamy vacation, and hot tub 
adventures. Some favorites include when inter- 


net dating turns into reality right before your very 
eyes and hot police scene when sexual favors 
are exchanged get out arrest. you like 
watch ‘em lick the pickle, then this surely the 
pickle party for you! 


you Ariola Lucious* 


carnival game called “catch duck for fuck” and 


rent ALL the new 
releases from: 
Evil Angel 
Vivid 
Private Video 
Digital Playground 
Zero Tolerance 
Red Light District 
Much Much More! 


Selection 
Novelties Magazines 


The Lowest Prices Around! 
Visit our Media Center sample our Videos 
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#1128 JAPANESE 
COLLEGE SWEETIES 
Hat body massage & body 
shampoo by japanese 
college sweet girts. 
Appointment Only, near 
Burlington mall. in & Out 
781-316-4665 


#1128 MORTH ASIAN 
MAGIC 

EZ Rt. 95/93/3. Young & 
Sweet japanese girls will 
offer you a wonderful 
massage and shampoo By 
appt. 3arn-9pm 
781-443-5687 


#1 AMAZING 
JAPANESE SWEETIES 
Best body rub & body 
shampoo by young 
Japanese & Korean sweet 
college girls. Near rt 
0/28/99 by appt 
in & Out 


781-217-3406 


#1 ASIAN 
BELLINGHAM 


Enchanting As 


508-802-8273 


#1 ASIAN SELECT 
SOUTH SHORE 

Brand new staft of 
Chinese beauties. Shower 
and private roo 


617-212-6423 


ASIANS 


RT 495 EXIT 38 
3/3A/4 
Body Rub 
Appt. only 

508-844-3389 


#1 BEST BODY WORK 
MASSAGE 

Barely legal girs. Female 
Masseuses give to you 
great deep tissue touch 
and Oriental beauties serve 
you. You will feel very good 
and safe. Unforgettable 
experience with hot towel 
with every hour massage. 
Call 347-701-8880 |, 


Braintree 


#1 EXCELLENT 
RELAXING MASSAGE 
Let our sweet Asian 
young girls give you your 
best massage yet! We 
specialize in deep tissue 
massage to relieve arms 
6 legs, neck, back pain 

& fatigue. Nice music, 
relaxing environment 
Open Sam-7pm, 7 days a 
week. Braintree 
617-386-9997 


ANGEL on Rt. 2 


128/95/2A 
West of Cambridge 
Body relax 
Body Shampoo 
By appt onty. 
576-994-804) 


ASIA STAR BEST 
MASSAGE 
Near Chinatown. 
617-482-1088 


ASIAN TUINA 
THERAPY 
CENTER 


Welcome to our Asian 
Tuina Therapy Center. Call 
978-739-8429 


BLISSFUL 
MASSAGE 


All beautiful Asian girls 
near Boston Medical Center 


617-222-0472 


CHINESE GIRL 
Cood Massage 
Quincy 


857-221-2363 


GRAND NEW OPENING 
BEST MASSAGE 
MEDFORD 
617-820-6688 


GRAND OPENING 
MASSAGE 

Oriental beauties in 
Somerville 


857-234-3016 


MIRACLE WHOLE BODY 
RUB 
Massage for pain & stress 


relief. Maiden Call 


781-324-6888 


NEW ASIAN 
PROFESSIONAL 
MASSEUSE 


Deep tissue therapy- 
Chinatown 
617-708-5201 


NEW ASIAN 
PROFESSIONAL 
MASSEUSE 


Montvale Ave, Stoneham. 
Catt 


781-279-2778 Stonenam 


TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE 
MASSAGE 


Best way to relax and 
rejuvenate your stress 
and pain 
Near Boston Chinatown 
617-981-0638 


Body Rub 
Asian Body Work 
Massage Therapy 
Stone 


(licensed) 


Sui 
Pro 


Work 
Shampoo 


2 Pontiac Ave, Providence RI 


401-919-0655 


from JOB and Reservoir) 


Private parking and entrance in the back. 


Relaxing body 
massage 


Chinatown 
Boston. 


(617) 
997-9856 


Hot Asian 


Special Body 


Come treat your 
body right... 


Dry Sauna 


Body Shampoo 


Oriental Style 
Body Rub 


PRIVATE PARKING 


& ENTRANCE IN BACK 


375 Admiral Street 


Providence, Ri 


istice 


Fe WOT 
skincare 


204 Westminster St. ist floor, Providenc 


BODY RUB DRY SAUNA 
BODY SHAMPOO 


DAYS WEEK 10AM MIDNIGHT 


401-274-3773 


PROM 95 NWS: | 


WESTMINSTER ST. 
We 
BAL DAY SPA 


2A 
INT 


DIRECTIONS: 


FROM 1-95 


Turn Right 


Take Exit 22A- Downtown 


Francis St. 


Turn Left Dorrance St. 


Turn Right 


Westminster St. 
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NORTH MAIN STREET SPA 


1185 North Main St. 
Providence, 02904 


401.453.6677 


MINUTES AWAY FROM EXIT 
OFF INTERSTATE 


SAUNA 
STEAM 
BODY RUB 
TABLE SHOWER 


Dry Sauna AnD Bopy Rus 


SHERIDAN STREET CENTRAL 
(OFF BROAD STREET) 


South: 

Toke exit merge onto 

North: 


TABLE SHOWER 


Take RT 95 to exit 18 (Thurbers Ave). Keep right at the fork in the ramp. Follow Thurbers Ave (west) for 1/2 
mile. Turn left onto Broad St. 1021 Broad Street is on the right, 2nd floor. Private parking behind building. 


and. place ads online 
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Gentlemen’s Adult Store Listings 
for all your senses, thephoenix.com/adult 
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www.thephoenix.c 
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CONNECTICUT 

BRISTOL 167 FARMINGTON AVENUE 
GROTON SHEETZ 
MANCHESTER 249 BROAD STREET 
MERIDEN 1919 BROAD STREET 
120 BOSTON POST ROAD 
NEWINGTON BERLIN TURNPIKE 


NORTH STONINGTON 232 NORWICH-WESTERLY RD. 


SOUTHINGTON 50 SPRING STREET 


Ladies’ Night is Tuesday - Ladies 20% Off 
SAME DAY SHIPPING For Online Orders 
Shop Online @ www.AMAZING.NET 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BOSTON 1258 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON 57 STUART STREET 
DEDHAM 59 EASTERN AVENUE 
FAIRHAVEN 10 SCONTICUT SQUARE 
MEDFORD 423 MYSTIC AVENUE 
NORTHBORO 15 BELMONT STREET 
MORTHAMPTON 135 KING STREET 
PEABODY 82 NEWBURY STREET 
PITTSFIELD 1021 SOUTH STREET 
SPRINGFIELD 4868 BRIDGE STREET 
WALTHAM 465 MOODY STREET 
WEYMOUTH 138 BRIDGE STREET 


ELEGANT 


MAINE 
KITTERY ROUTE 236 
PORTLAND 666 CONGRESS STREET 


RHODE 

EAST PROVIDENCE 155 NEWPORT AVENUE 
JOHNSTON HARTFORD AVENUE 
EAST MAIN ROAD 
NORTH KINGSTON 6774 POST ROAD 
PROVIDENCE 262 CHARLES STREET 
PROVIDENCE EMPIRE STREET 
PROVIDENCE THURBERS AVENUE 
WARWICK POST ROAD 


pe 4 
INTIMATE APPAREL NOVELTIES DVDS 


OUT 


Hanging Around? 

Try Sleep Research Study! 

Complete screening visits and then live 
Brigham and Hospital for 9-10 days! 


Call Learn 
More About 
Our Asthma The Harvard Cooperative Program 


Aging matches older adults interested 
Research Studies participating research aging with 


studies topics such as: 


Compensation 


P $ 075 + Memory and aging bd ‘ 
Nutrition, and many more topics 
Receive payment for your time and effort. 


these readers the Medical Research 


Call David Carona 617-859-3388 email 
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From the British Empire century London, authentic Black and Tan has always 
started with Bass Pale Ale. 


Tucked beneath blanket your favourite stout the ale with lighter-than-expected 
finish. Linger the caramel notes. Admire the incomparable chestnut-hued foundation 
and enjoy the final moments the authentic black and tan. 


Bass, the Original Pale Ale. 


ALWAYS ENJOY RESPONSIBLY. ©2007 import Brands Alliance, importers of Bass® Pale Ale, St. Louis, MO 


SINCE 1777. 
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